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Gordon Brown yesterday freed 
the Old Lady of ThreadnecdJe 
Street, the Bank of England, 
from effective political control 
in the most dramatic possible 
illustration of the new Labour 
Government’s cracking pace. 

The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer said it was the most 
radical action that had been tak- 
en bn the Bank in 300 years. 

Loan rates were increased by 
a quarter-point to 6.25 per cent 
after Mr Brown’s first and last 
monetary meeting with Eddie 
Geoige, Governor of the Bank 
of England. 

Some of the biggest lenders, 
including the Halifax and Chel- 
- tenham and Gloucester, raised 
mortgage rates immediately, 
adding £13 a month to the cost 
of a typical £50,000 loan. 

Most commentators expect 
further increases in the next few 
months, with the decision rest- 
ing fully with the Bank from 
now oil • . ' ; 

On the first full day of the 
new administration after the 
^ iiank Holiday weekend, the 

- • 1 - ~ vhaneellor brought forward his 

- . regular meeting with Mr 

‘ = f af George and agreed the interest- 

■ . : rate rise and the Bank’s freedom 
• ... •" .■ from Treasury control before 

•.. i announcing the decisions at an 

.j - Ham press conference. 

' With Tony Blair set to address 

the first televised meeting of the 
„■ ’ new 419-strong Parliamentary 

- -^:c. Labour Party this morning, 

• amid a demand that MPs main- 

. tain the tight discipline which 

.[;r " won them their seats, a deluge 

’ . of decisions poured out of 

' - * • - Whitehall departments. On top 

_ ."J •• of the Chancellor’s announce- 

- ‘ meat the department of David 

I . v.;.v. Blunkett the Secretary of State 

' ■ . ■ for Education signalled action 

■_ . to dismantle thenureeiyvouch- 

er. scheme. Home Secretary 
' Vj Jade Straw ordered an audit of 

• prisons. Agriculture Minisier 



i The Bank opened on July [ 
; 27, 1694 with E1J2m capf- 1 
; tal to finance WBliam Hi’s ; 
; war with France. The idea 
came from a Scotsman. ! 

■ 1 . •* 

i ft began business in a sin- i 
1 gle rented room to file Mer- i 
cers’ Hall in the. City of I 
London, with a staff of 19. ' 
it mowed toThreadneedle 
| Street in 1734J . 

[ The nam e The Old Lady of 
, Threadneedle Street" is 
\ thought to originate from a 
i wooden sign of Britannia 
[ displayed outskfethe bank 
Vin. the 1670s. The image 
was quickly picked up by 
cartoon&s like Gillray. 

lira first Governor .was Sir 
John Houblon, whose por- 
trait now appears on a 
commemorative £50 note, 
;ahd whose fivery - red 
waistcoatandpinkcoats 
is sfifi worn by the Bank’s 
docHthen^id messengers. ! 

The Bat* was nati onalised 
by Labour m .1945. ftwasgte 1 
en real freedom yesterday 
.^ by arother Scotsman , v 


Jack Cunningham made the 
first move towards creating a 
Food Agency and Foreign Sec- 
retary Robin Cook said a con- 
ference would be held on Bank 
of England holdings of Nazi 
gold. 

While Mr Brown's an- 
nouncement of Bank freedom 
united Labour MPs from left 
and right of the party, Tory di- 
visions continued. Former 
Chancellor Norman Lament 
congratulated Mr Brown cm a 
move that was “thoroughly to 


be welcomed”, while former 
Home Secretary and Thiy lead- 
ership contender Michael 
Howard deplored it The move 
got a rapturous welcome in the 
financial markets, which sent 
shares soaring to a new record. 

Mr Brown told The Indepen- 
dent it was tbe Government's re- 
sponsibility to set the economic 
framework, monetary policy 
and the inflation target. But he 
added: “What has bedevilled 
the British economy is that we 
have had repealed cycles of 


boom and bust - stop-go eco- 
nomics that have been respon- 
sible for a great deal of 
instability that has bedevilled 
businesses and families. 

“1 am now putting in place, 
however, what I believe is a 
long-term framework that will 
demand most confidence, that 
will give credibility to monetary 
policy decisions and will also 
enhance tbe reputation of the 
Government and the Bank of 
England for getting the deci- 
sions right." Mr Brown insisted 


the Government would reduce 
Yhl lie- Added Thx on domestic 
fuel and heating bills to 5 per 
cent in tbe July Budget and turn- 
ed at making a start on a new 
10p tax band. 

The main aim of the press 
conference was to spell out. 
arrangements for a new mone- 
tary policy committee at the 
Bank of England to set rates by 
majority vote. 

Appointments to tbe com- 
mittee will be announced soon. 
A second deputy governor will 


be appointedafter the appro- 
priate legislation has been 
passed. The committee w£U an- 
swer to the Bank’s Court, its 
board of directors, which will be 
altered to reflect a broader 
range of interests. The Bank 
also will be answerable to MPS 
on the Treasury Select Com- 
mittee. 

Gavyn Davies, chief econo- 
mist at Goldman Sachs, seen as 
front-runner to succeed Mr 
George, said: “This is the ide- 
al form of independence. It is 


about as far as you would want 
to go in our political system." 

The Gty broadly welcomed 
the interest rate rise and the 
Bank’s independence, with 
slight reservations about the ride 
ref political appointments to 
the new committee. The reac- 
tion from industry was more 


Hie way it was: "BofltScaf 
ravishment” by James 
CUlIray, etched exactly 200 
years ago, shows the Bank 
under attack from Pitt the 
Younger. Many politicians 
did likewise. 

cautious. The CBI welcomed 
the Bank’s independence but 
said it was looking for tax in- 
creases in tbe first Budget 
The Chancellor admitted 
yesterday that the strength of 
the pound created a dilemma, 
but said delivering low inflation 
was in industry’s interest 


Bad news 




? Not longer term 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Independence day at the bank Photograph: Tom piston 


Gordon Brown’s surprise present of its in- 
dependence to the Bank of England looks, 
on the face of it, like good news for traders 
mlteGtyafLoadonandbadnewsforbome- 
owners. A higher level of interest rates means 
more expensive mortgages, and ah inde- 
pendent Bank is likely to increase rates sev- 
eral times more before it is satisfied that 
inflation is on target 
But this is one of those moments where 
to focus on the short-term cost ignores very 
real long-term gains. Yesterday there was al- 
ready some sign of these in tbe fact that the 
long-term interest rates tbe Government has 
to pay on its own debt had fallen sharply. That 
means an immedia te saving for the taxpay- 


er, with debt interest the fifth biggest com- 
ponent of government spending. 

The real benefit, and the one that makes 
yesterday’s announcement a turning point in 
the history of British economic policy, is the 
fact that inflation .is lower and growjh more 
stable when central banks, and nof politicians, 
set interest rate policy. If we truly want to 
end the pattern of boom and bust, this is one 
of the most effective means of achieving it. 

For all Ken Clarke’s improvements to the 
policy machinery, Britain still has one of the 
most volatile economies, and one of the high- 
est inflation rates, in the industrialised 
world. There is little doubt that this is in huge 
part due to a greater proneness to using both 
levers of economic policy, monetary and fis- 
cal, for political ends. 

Giving the Bank its independence has 


made it all but impossible for politicians to 
manipulate interest rates in a narrow, short- 
tennist way in future. It is unthinkable in prac- 
tice that a future Chancellor would be able 
to reverse Mr Brown’s decision. This will 
mean, over the course of many years, lower 
and more stable interest rates, and lower 
mortgage costs. 

Eddie George, Governor of tbe Bank of 
England, said the Chancellor’s prudence 
would extend to setting taxes and spending 
for the long-term. “I would hope the com- 
mitment to the responsible policy he has shown 
today on the money policy side, I would hope 
that wfll cany over into the fiscal ride too,” 
he said in central banker-speak. Mr Brown 
has sent the strongest posable signal of his 
long-termism. It is worth £10 a month on the 
mortgage for now for tbe likely savings later. 
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. Relatives of schoolboy Chrerio- 

pher Scott said they believed the 
11-year-old died trying tosmm 
for help for his two friends 
when they became trafyedon 
treacherous mudflats, as the 

search for Hathao&wywr md 
Ian Smye was called as night fcfl 

yesterday. rage 

Mobutu to f^out 

, President Mobutu Sese Seko of 

Zaire was preparing 10 ^ 
palatial residence onthe banks 

of the Congo 1^ mghUtis.b^ 

lieved he is leavicg Zaire, the 

nation he has plunderedfor 32 

yeat% , Fage 


Howard’s champagne pact goes flat 


Colin Brown . . 

Chief Political Correspondent 


The champagne flowed, and 
Michael Howard toasted the 
deal he thought he had struck 
with William Hague to form a 
dream ticket for the leadership 
of the Conservative Party. 

Mr Hague had agreed at II 
o’clock on Monday night, oyer 
drinks in Mr Howard’s grace 
and favour flat in Belgravia, that 
he would be the deputy leader 
and chairman of the party, giv- 
ing Mr Howard an unstoppable 
run at the leadership. 
-The : celebratory drinks were 


shared with Mr Howard’s wife, 
Sandra, Mr Hague’s girlfriend, 
Ffion Jenkins, 28, and Sir 
Michael Spicer, Mr Howard's 
campaign manage r. 

But the champagne feeling 
turned fiat at 8am yesterday 
when Mr Hague, 36, rang the 
former Home Secretary to teH 
him that, having slept on the 
idea, he had second thoughts - 
he was running for the leader- 
ship, and the deal was off. 

Mr Howard . was furious, but 
puta brave face on it yesterday, 
as he announced Ins intention to 
run for the leadership without 
Mr Hague’s support. 


After confirming Mr Hague 
had had second thoughts, Mr 
Howard said be did not rule out 
Mr Hague joining his shadow 
Cabinet if he was elected leader. 

“I have the highest opinion 
of Mr Hague,” he said. “I cer- 
tainlyintend that he should play 
a part in the team.” 

He added that there could 
also be places for two of his 
dedared rivals fi»- the job - Ken- 
neth Clarke and John Red- 
wood, who also launched his 
campaign yesterday 

Mr Howard said that it would 
be “silty” to pretend that he and 
Mr Claris agreed on everything 


but he said they had been 
friends for 37 years and .there 
were a large number of issues 
on which they were agreed. 

The champagne supper, like 
a party that got out of hand, left 
both camps with a bad hang- 
over.and embarrassment on an 
sides. The opposing Lilley and 
Redwood camps could not hide 
their glee at the set-back for 
both Mr Howard and Mr 
Hague. "It just shows that they 
still couldn't organise a p***-up 
if they tried,” said one Redwood 
campaign supporter. 

There had been intensive 
talks over the telephone for the 


past three days, about Mr 
Hague throwing his support 
behind Mr Howard. 

“It was agreed over the tele- 
phone that William would be the 
deputy leader and chairman of 
the party. They were realty onty 
agreeing the details of the cam- 
paign. The meeting lasted about 
an hour and they broke out the 
champagne to celebrate. It was 
obviously a winning ticket 

"Wffliam rang Michael ear- 
ly this morning to say it was off,” 
said one of Mr Howard’s sup- 
porters. “The whole thing is un- 
fortunate." 

Redwood quest, page 6 
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Whatever you save for, an Abbey National 
Instant Saver Account makes it easy. The 
Account offers flexibility to save in a way 
that suits you. With tiered rates of interest 
you can watch your savings grow, plus 
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money 24 hours a day*. 

To find out more, call 
into your local branch. . 
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Pilot killed on photography 
mission in Scotland 


A light aircraft on a photographic assignment crashed into a field 
yesterday, killing the pilot The white twin-seater Cessna 152 took 
off from Cumbernauld airport, 10 miles north of Glasgow, at 
around S.30am and was heading for Denny, near Falkir k, when the 
accident happened. U ploughed into a fieki yards from the B81S 
road two miles from Denny about 15 minutes later. Central 
Scotland Police confirmed that the pilot had died and efforts were 
being made to identify the pilot 


Pet bakery rouses lethal fears 


The RSPCA is warning pet-lovers about the dangers of killing their 
pets with kindness after the launch of Britain’s first dog bakery 
selling gourmet biscuits and birthday cakes. PelsMart has opened 
at Europe’s largest pet superstore in Raynes Park, London. Those 
wanting to treat their pets can chose from a pack of eight mini- 
pupcakes priced at £3.60 to a two-tiered seven-inch sponge cake 
decorated with bones and paw prints for £15.98. But an RSPCA 
spokesman said: “Dogs should not be stuffed with cakes.” 


1066 and all that goes electronic 


The Public Record Office, which houses paperwork dating back to 
the Domesday Book of 1068, will move into the modem world this 
week when it goes electronic. But only new documents will be 
stored on the PRO’s new computer system. About 900 years of 
historical documents will remain tucked away in the estimated 90- 
miles of shelves within the depths of the PRO at Ruskin Avenue, 
Richmond, London. When the EROS, Electronic records from 
Office Systems, becomes available to the public on Friday, the only 
record on offer via computer will be part of Lord Nolan’s report, 
from the Committee on Standards of Conduct in Public Life. 


Essex firefighters stirke again 

Firefighters were last night launching their seventh strike in a long- 


rurming dispute over spending cuts. Around 1,000 members of the 
Fire Brigades Union in Essex were walking out at 1800 hours for 
the latest 24 hour strike in protest at £l-5m-worth of cuts. 


Conran wins sole rights to Zinc 


The right to own a bar called 
Zinc was won by Sir Tbrence 
Conran, the restaurateur, 
yesterday. Sir Terence beat off 
"rival Vince Power, who owns 
the Mean Fiddler chain of 
concert venues. 

The design guru had resorted 
lo legal action after claiming 
Mr Power's new bar, Zn, 
formerly known as Zincbar, 
infringed his trade mark Zinc. 

The mark was registered in 
Sir Terence in June 1995. But 
in December last year. Mr 
Power opened a bar in Kilbum High Road, London, called 
Zincbar. 

After protests, the name was changed to the chemical symbol for 
zinc, which Sir Terencefcmnd unsatisfactory. Mr Power’s bar will 
have lo change its name. Under the order, he cannot use Sine, Sync 
or ZN in addition to Zincbar and Zn. Louise Jury 


Raving Monster’s mother dies 


Annie Sutch. mother of Screaming Lord Sutch the founder of the 
Monster Raving Loony Pam-, has died 3ged 80, her family said. 
Mrs Sutch, who encouraged her only son to stand for Parliament 
and helped put together his colourful costumes, died at London’s 
Northwick Park Hospital last week. 


Lord Sutch, 56, pulled out of the general election campaign lo 
be at his mother’s side after she feD ul. Lord Sutch, whose real 
name is David, said: “She meant everything to me. I can't believe 
she has gone.” 


Police shock over officer's suicide 


A promising young police officer, tipped by colleagues to reach the 
top of his profession, has committed suicide. Fellow officers 
discovered the body of Detective Chief Inspector David Bass, 33, 
at his East London home on Sunday evening. 

Det Ch Insp Bass, who was based at Limehouse Police Station 
was due to be promoted to Superintendant, making him one of the 
youngest in Britain to hold that rank. 

A colleague said: “David was a very impressive young man who’d 
probably have ended up as the youngest chief constable in the 
country. Everyone is very upset.” Wm Sengupta 
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Margaret Atwood: Novel tells story of notorious murderer /Photograph: Peter Macdiamud) 


in 


■■■■■wo of the world's most celebrated ftfrnale nov- 

- . 1 elists are on the shortlist for the £30,000 Orange 

1. Prize for fiction, open only to women writers. 

> . The American E . Annie Proulx, winner of the 1993 
Pufitzsr Prize, and the Canacfian Margaret Atwood, three 
times shortlisted for the Booker Prize,are among the 
six writer&compefing for Qie prize, set tip last year to 
-raise tfieproflte of fiction by female writers. ; 

. Ms Proubc, who published her first novel in 1991 at 
the age of 56 and won the Pulitzer Prize for The Ship- 
ping News is included for Accordion Crimes, a tale of 
i !» T ^y gi t lifein20th<»nttjry America, constructed around 
the journey of an accordion antfthase who own It • 

•• Margaret Atwood’s novel Alias Grace is based on 
. the truestar/ of one of 19th-century Canada's most enig- 
matic and notorious characters, murderer Grace 

- Marks. It was favourite for fast year’s Booker Prize, but 
lost out to Graham Swiff s Last Orders. 

,. s The other novels in foe running for the prize, which 
will be awarded in June, are: One by Ohs in the D ark- 
riess byJDetrdre Madden; f Was Amelia . Earfrart by Jane 


Mendelsohn; Fugitive Pieces by Anne Michaels, and 
Hen’s Teeth by Manda Scott Three of foe four are first 
novels. 

- . . In anesdenston to foe usual format ofRerary awards, 
foe shortlisted authors will readfrom their books at a 
public reading, two nights before foe prize-giving, and 
there will be an Orange web site for readers to give 
foeir opinions on the books. 

A spokeswoman forfoe prize organisers said last 
night *ffs true foal foe prize was set up to raise foe; 
prbnie of women novelists. But it doesn't matter at all 
rtihere are high-profile and high-selling authors on foe 
shortlist, as the prize wilt bring them fo foe attention- 
of eVen more readers^ •. 

. Kate Mosse, administrator of foe prize, comment- 
ed:' "Our aim was always to create a prize for readers 
arid bring a breath of fresh air to foe established fit- 
erary landscape. I’m particularly excited at the inter- 
national flavour of this year’s shortfst and lam delighted 
that we have beenable to extend our range of debates . 
3 pd Jive readings." ■ David Lister 


Hamilton’s wife 
tells of stress 
caused by (Meat 


Christine Hamilton (right), wife of 
former MP Neil Hamilton, yester- 
day admitted that foe stress of his 
defeat had left her depressed and 
sleepless, and that she had lost a 
stone-and-a-hatf in weight 

The couple both lost their jobs 
when “anti-sleaze" candidate Mar- 
tin Bell took Mr Hamilton’s Tatton 
seat (n foe general election. Mrs 
Hamilton was her husband’s sec- 
retary and had worked in Parlia- 
ment for 27 years. 

In a live appearance on BBC1 ’s 
Kilroy discussion programme, 47- 
year-old Mrs Hamilton said: “Of 
course, I am depressed but I am 
alsoTvery optimistic. We have just 
got to pick ourselves up. We are 
absolutely exhausted. 

“it is when you wake up in the 
middle of foe night that it is worst 
Nature wakes you in the middle of 
foe night, and then I can't get back 
to sleep. I have lost a stone-and-a- 
half over the last six months. We 
have had a hell of a time for months. 

Mr Hamilton, 48. compared foe 
loss of his seat to foe death of 
someone close: “It is akin to a be- 
reavement I feel as though I have 
been bereaved in a sense, because 
my career is something I've wanted 
to do since foe age of T2 or 13.” 



(Mege welcomes 
graduate, aged 108 


The Hamilton® said they felt an- 
gry rather than ashamed and were 
looking forward to being exonerat- 
ed by the publication of foe 
Downey report into sleaze. 

The couple won a generally 
sympathetic hearing from the stu- 
dio audience. But some suggested 
that Mr Hamilton would find the 
experience of claiming benefits 
under the rules introduced by the 
old Tory government a rude shock. 

One woman told the ex-MR who 
said he had not yet signed on: 
“You haven’t been into a JobCen- 
tre under the Job Seekers’ Al- 
lowance? You don’t even know 
you’re bom yet" 


A 103-year-old woman is set to be- 
come the oldest person to receive 
a degree certificate from Cam- 
bridge University. 

Molly Maxwell will collect foe 
award at a special ceremony on 
her 104th birthday, on Tuesday - 
80 years after she finished her 
studies at Cambridge. 

Mrs Maxwell, who now lives in a 
nursing home in Golders Green, 
north London, began studying 
modem languages at Newnham 
College in 1914. 

She competed her studies in 
1917 and left with an “honours" 
certificate - women were not al- 
lowed to receive degrees and be- 
come members of the university 
until 1948. 

Now the university has said 
women who completed degree 
courses prior to 1949 can be given 
certificates. And Mrs Green has 
asked if she can be given her just 
reward at long last 

“She asked the nursing staff to 
get in touch with us and we were 
delighted to help," said a 
Cambridge University spokesman. 

“She completed foe degree 
course and foe certificate is realty 
just a formality. 

“She will certainty be foe oldest 
person to receive a degree certifi- 
cate from us." 


briefing 


COUNTRYSIDE 

Pesticides decimating 
farmland bird population 


“Not so much a Dawn Chorus, more a barber’s shop quartet.” Hie 
description yesterday by broadcaster and naturalist Julian Petnfer 
of tbe dearth of bind song outside iris Berkshire home reinforced 
the findings of a report Imldrig pesticide "use and The decline in 
numbers of farmland birds. 

The Royal Society for the protection of Birds wants the new- ■ 
Government to encourage industry to develop pest-specific 
chemicals and to tax pesticides according to their impact on 
wildlife. 

With insects and seed-bearing weeds killed off, the chicks of 

several species are being starved to death, suggested the report by 
two Government advisory 
bodies, the Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee and 
English Nature, and the 
RSPB. 

Underlining what many 
ornithologists have long 
suspected, the report 
identified 11 endangered 
species, including skylark 
(down 58 per cent in 25 
years), lapwing (down 62 per 
cent) and song thrush (down 
73 per cent).' 

Stephen Goodwin 




INTERNET 


Royal web site proves popular 


The official royal website has been visited 125 million times in its 
first two months on the Internet, Buckingham Palace disclosed 
yesterday. The 165-page site, launched by the Queen on 6 March, 
was accessed 1 million times in tbe first 24 hours. 

And now the site has been extended, with a further 85 pages of 
royal history, profiles and speeches, illustrated by pictures from 
the Royal Collection. Computer users around tbe world, who are 
connected to the Internet, can now access the history of the British 
crown, for tbe price of a local telephone calL 
National curriculum history-advisers have collaborated with the 
Palace to write the text of the pages, covering the Anglo-Saxon 
hin ge to George VL In addition, users can access a rare letter 
written by George H2 hi tbe 1780s on the loss ol America, and 
Edward VHTs abdication speech of December 1L 1936. 

The web site address is: htty:/fwwwjvyaLgovMk 


NATURE 

Prickly outlook for hedgehogs 


The perils of life as a hedgehog were highlighted yesterday by a 
study which showed that up to 75 per cent face an early death - 
largely because of the hazards of foe human environment. 

Of 12 released into foe wild in Surrey, only three were definitely 
still alive 15 weeks later, the research found. The animals dispersed 
widely - over distances up to 3km. 

Six died in accidents, inducting three hit by cars, while one, 
having done well for 71 days, drowned in a steep-sided garden 
pond. One became foe unlucky victim of a badger. 


Dr Nigel Reeve, a lecturer and researcher at Roehampton 
istituie. London, who carried out foe study, wrote in Nature Line, 


Insti tute. London, who carried out foe study, wrote in Nature Line, 
the magazine of Surrey Wildlife Trust: “We must be very concerned 
that a hedgehog's life seems to be so dangerous. Of seven recorded 
deaths, only one was foe result of a failure to thrive and all other 
mortality was accidental.” 


TRANSPORT 

Women afraid to travel by train 


Women should be free from fear when travelling by train and more 
should be done to make journeys safer for them, according to a 
report published yesterday. Women wanted to know that help was 
at hand from well-trained and visible stafl^ the report added. 

Poor carriage layout, doors and windows not opening, and badly 
designed overhead racks were just some of the problems cited. 

The report -by foe south-east England section of the working 
women’s group Soroptimist International - calk for measures to 
make tbe communication cord easier to reach on certain trains, 
emergency help points on every station, better public information 
and better carriage design. 


TECHNOLOGY 


Microchip giant moves forward 


The giant microchip manufacturer Intel has latmche.d its next 
generation computer processor, the Pentium II. The new chip has 
been designed to make best use of “visual computing", a step 
forward in business computer use which Intel expects lo be widely 
used in the next few years. 

Graphics and pictures are expected to become more important 
in foe way people present information, with 3-D graphs replacing 
spreadsheetsfull of numbers. As systems become more visual and 
reliant on graphics, existing computers will work slower because 
they cannot cope with the graphical contenL 

Intel claims its new microchip anticipates these changes. It will 
be installed on new computers as from now, and although it win 
add to foeir cost, one company executive said the extra money was 
an “investment”. 
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DELL DIMENSION* XPS N233 

• INTEL PENTIUM* II PROCESSOR 233MHz 

• 12Mb EDO RAM 

• 5L2 Kb CACHE 

• 3.2Gb HDE HARD DRIVE 

. MATROX MUL&UUM 64-BIT PCI GRAPHICS CARD WITH 4Mb WRAM 

• HIGH PERFORMANCE ULTRASCAN irCOLOUR SVGA MONITOR 
11375" VIEWABLE AREAI 

• 12-16 SPSS) CD-ROM DRIVE 

.INTEGRATED 16 -BIT SOUND (SPEAKERS OPTIONAL) 

• MID-SIZED TOWER CHASSIS 

.WINDOWS 95 S MICROSOFT OFFICE 97 (SBE) 
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Once again. Dell purs foe future wjfoin your reach - foe new Pentium * II Processor just launched by 
Inrel is now available from Dell. For only £1.599 (£1.908.20 inc. del. and VAT) we bring you foe 
highly advanced Dell Dimension™ XPS H233. It gives you an unbelievably fast 233MHz processor, and 
a high performance Dell Ultrascan™ 15' monitor (13.7 5’ viewable area). And the system comes 
pre-loaded with Microsoft® Office 97 (SBE) so its ready to run. The cutting edge? If you're sharp 
you'll call 01344 724652 an d talk to the world's largest direct PC manufacturer* today. 




£1,599 (£1,908.20) 

% inti, delivery * VAT f 
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Upgrade Options 

Special price 

Add on Iomega Zip Drive with 3x1 00Mb cartridges £9? (£1 1 6.33 inc.VAT) 1 

Add an Tnterml US Robotics 33.6 Modem 

£99 (£116.33 incVAT) 

Add ACS290 premium speakers 

£80 (£94 intVAT) 



TALK DIRECT TO THE NUMBER ONE, 

01344 734652 

Between 8am and 8pm weekdays, 10am to 4pm Sat. 
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■KnToo 

middle-aged 

What Channel 4’s new 
chief executive had to say 
about his former bosses 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

The BBC was accused of talking in a 
voice that is too middle-aged, too mas- 
culine and too southern yesterday by 
the man who was running its television 
channels until last Friday. 

> Michael Jackson, the new chief 
executive of Channel 4 and former di- 
rector of television and controller of 
BBC 1, made the comments as Chan- 
nel 4 was showing him off to the press 
at its London headquarters. 

Mr Jackson, who will take over from 
Michael Grade on 1 June, told jour- 
nalists: “One of the areas that BBC TV 
is weak in is talking to women as 
• opposed to men, talking to young peo- 
ple and talking to people outside the 
South-east of England." 

He contrasted this with what he 
thought were Channel 4’s strengths: 
“They're to do with the relationship 
with an audience that trusts Channel 
4 which knows that the channel is on 
its side.” 

A BBC spokesman later said that he 
was puzzled by Mr Jackson's com- 
ments. 

He ad ded: “BBC 1 has the most bal- 
anced audience of any British broad- 
caster. BBG2, having trounced 
Channel 4 over the last three years is 
now seeking to reinforce its strengths 
try appealing more to women and 
young people." 


But the lobbying group Women in 
Film and Television welcomed Mr 
Jackson's comments. “We're delight- 
ed that at his maiden press conference 
he has recognised the importance of 
a commitment to women as an audi- 
ence and we look forward to an in- 
creased profile for women on all 
channels," a spokeswoman said. 

“It is not that there arc never arty 
programmes about women or about 
life north of Watford," said Tessa 
Perkins, principal lecturer in mediaat 
Sheffield Hallam University. “It is the 
fact that the way they are dealt with 
is as if they are a departure from die 
normal, male, southern world." 

She added: “Channel 4 targets 
niche audiences directly, it is part of 
its remit. The BBC thinks of niche 
audiences not in terms of women, 
youth or regions, but in terms of the 
Clothes Show, [he Food and Drink Pro- 
gramme or Gardener's World. Minori- 
ties are more like hobbyists.” 

Stephen Barnett, senior lecturer in 
communications at the University of. 
Westminster, said that the BBC has its 
own research which confirms Mr Jack- 
son's comments. . - - • . 

■It is perceived by the young as too 
middle-aged and by 'those in the 
regions as too London biased. 
Although I would argue that few see 
it as too male ," Mr Barnett said. 
“The BBC has been aware of this for 
some time. And it is trying to change." 



Two ages of BBC women: The fifties presenter, Sylvia Peters, and Jill Dando, who is among the most widely favoured female broadcasters today 

srSHSS Man who has date with destiny 


Mr Jackson also hinted strongly that 
Channel 4 will be less dependent on 
shows from the United stales like 
Friends and ER than under his pre- 
decessor. Lost year, Channel 4 bid 
£60m against Channel 5 and BSkyB in 
order to keep Friends and ER until 
2000 . 

The new chief executive repeated- 
ly emphasised the need for Channel 
4 to help British programme makers 
and declared there would no bidding 
wars for American shows. 

"There is a price over which it would 
be foolish to pay for a programme that 
you don't control and isn't feeding back 
into British production, Mr Jackson 
said. “At the end of the day, the chan- 
nel win be remembered for what it puts 
back into British production." 
■Marcus Plantin, ITVs network chief; 
ended months of speculation last 
night by announcing that he is to step 
down from his job later this year. 

. Mr Plantin has controlled schedul- 
ing at 1TV for the last five years, but 
the big broadcasters whomake up ITV 
have recently been looking for a new 
chief executive who will turn ITV into 
a limited company rather than the cen- 
tre of a loose federation. 



Michael Jackson: Wrote his 
thesis on radical innovation 


Rob Brown 

Media Editor 

When the founding chief execu- 
tive of Channel 4, Jeremy Isaacs, 
handed over control of the station 
to Michael Grade, he issued this 
stern warning to the cigar-chomp- 
ing impresario: “I am handing on 
to you a sacred trust. If you screw 
it up, if you betray it I'll come 
back and throttle you." 

As far as we know, Michael 
Grade has not been moved to 
issue a similar threat to Michael 
Jackson as he prepares to succeed 
him in what he and many others 
many others regard as the best 
job in British broadcasting. 

Mr Jackson has seemed almost 
pre-desiined for this position 
since be penned a thesis on the 
need for a radical innovative mi- 
nority network as part of his BA 
in Media Studies at the Polytech- 
nic of Central London (now the 


University of Westminster). He 
was organiser of the Channel 4 
Group which successfully lobbied 
for independent producers to play 
a key role in getting the station 
up and running. 

Still only 39, Mr Jackson cer- 
tainly gave the impression that his 
date with destiny had arrived yes- 
terday when he wasparaded 
before the press at Channel 4's 
headquarters near Victoria sta- 
tion, in central London. 

“I have a huge attachment to 
Channel 4. 1 lobbied for it in its 
early days and I’ve watched it 
grow in strength and professional- 
ism over the years," he confident- 
ly asserted, adding that his chief 
challenge would be to lead the 
station into the digital age and 
refresh and reinvigorate its pro- 
gramming remit" 

Would that involve ditching 
programmes like The Girlie Show , 
which- Mr Jackson, in his days in 


charge of BBC2, once denounced 
as “sapping of originality" and 
“putting packaging before pro- 
gramming"? 

Predictably, the new boss re- 
fused to discuss the merits or de- 
merits of individual programmes 
before meeting the station's com- 
missioning editors. “But my com- 
ments on The Girlie Show are a 
matter of public record," he 
added rather ominously. 

He was also ultra-careful too 
asked about the future of its direc- 
tor of programming John WDhs, 
whom he pipped for the chief exec- 
utive post and with whom he once 
traded insults. Mr Willis branded 
him a “copycat criminal" after he 
had described Channel 4 as the 
"lager channel" because of its ob- 
sessive desire to appeal to upward- 
ly mobile young males. But. all is 
fair in love and ratings wars, appar- 
ently. “I have a great respect for 
John," enthused Mr Jackson. 


The virtual pet that provides companionship at a stroke 


Glenda Cooper 

Consumer Affairs Correspondent 

It is a pet which needs tender- 
loving care, constant feeding 
and strong discipline but it can 
fit in your pocket and doesn’t 
need taking for walks. 

' This week sees the inevitable 
conclusion to our fast-moving, 
convenience-obsessed world. 
.The cyberpet - a pocket-size 
chick which has taken Japan by 


storm - will. be launched 
tonight, and be available in the 
shops from next Monday. 

Nearly 4 million Tam- 
agotchi", or “ loveable eggs", 
have been sold in Japan to 
date and the manufacturer, 
Ban dal, plans to sell 13 million 
over the next year. 

The toy looks like an egg- 
shaped key ring but has a vir- 
tualreality chicken, represented 
as an animated line drawing on 


a small LCD screen. It may be 
a virtual pet, but its makers say 
the creature requires as much 
attention from its owner as the 
average cat or dog. 

Invented last year by a Japan- 
ese housewife, Aki Malta, it 
imposes a bard regime on its 
owner, demanding to be virtu- 
ally fed, virtually exercised and 
virtually amused by emitting a va- 
riety of electronic sounds. It even 
requires cleaning up after vir- 


tually relieving itself. The crea- 
ture begins me as a Bebitdu 
(“Babesy"); the aim is to keep 
it alive for as king as possible, 
watching it grow through various 
stages oflife right to maturity as 
an Oyajitchi (“Grampsy"). A 
Tamagotchi lives for between 10 
and 30 days. When its time is up 
the chicken icon transforms it- 
self into an angel. 

The toy - full name “Hyper 
Interactive Digital Pet Tam- 


agotchi" - squeaks with delight 
when fed by the press of a but- 
ton,. or when its owner plays 
peek-a-boo with iL But it also 
warns the owner when it has 
defecated and when it is 
naughty another bution can be 
used to provide discipline. 

Although the toy was initial- 
ly marketed at schoolgirls and 
working women, Japanese busi- 
nessmen have been seen caring 
for their pets on the subway. 


Bandai say that Tamagotchi 
crfeches have been set up in 
Tbkyo to let high-flyers leave 
their pets under supervision 
and bereavement counsellors 
are even being asked to help 
people through the unexpected 
passing of their pet 
Two books of advice on car- 
ing for the tamagptchi have al- 
ready been published and the 
demand is creating a new breed 
of Tamagotchi criminals. The 


pet will retail for £10.99 here - 
but in Japan Tamagotchis are 
selling for up to 10 times their 
value on the black market 
So seriously are cyberpets 
taken in Japan that in Tokyo 
earlier this year a helicopter, 
several patrol cars, and a dozen 
police officers were involved in 
the pursuit of members of a 
gang who had made off with a 
Ihmagotchi. The four thieves 
turned out to be 14 years-old. 
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Wreck 


maybe 


world’s 


oldest 


ship 


Divers in Hampshire beiieve 
they may have found the oldest 
ship in die world. Carbon dat- 
ing shows that wood found on 
the sea bed off Hayling Island, 
is 6,431 years old. 

If, as divers who made the dis- 
covery hope, the wood turns out 
to come from a ship, it means 
they have found one of the old- 
est wrecks known - pre-dating 
the Pyramids and Stonehenge. 

The wood has been discov- 
ered tty members of the origi- 
nal divmg team who located the 
Tudor warship Afary Rose which 
was lifted from the Solent off 
Southseo, also in Hampshire. 

The team members have 
stuck together and. while in- 
vestigating a Roman causeway 
in 1992, a short distance along 
the coast at Hayling, they found 
the pieces of wood, which they 
hoped might come from a 
Roman ship. 

Initial analysis showed the 
wood was older than the 15th 
century and came from either 
a very cold or very hot climate, 
but only recently has carbon dat- 
ing on the wood been carried 
out. 

“The mind-boggling thing is 
it is not 2.000 years old as we 
were hoping, it turns out to be 
6,43 1 years old,” said a member 
of the team, Don Bullivant, 64, 


likely, or it could be a building 
or it aatld be a ship. Ws arc hop- 
ing veiy much for it to be a ship." 

Electronic soundings of the 
site - it is about a mile off 
Hayling Island and its exact lo- 
cation is being kept secret - 


show what could be the shape 
>uld 


yesterday. 


We don't really know what 
we have got It could be a clump 
of trees, which we think is un- 


of a vessel, although they co i 
be misleading said Mr BuQivanL 

“Hopefully it is a ship. If it is, 
we have the oldest ship in the 
world. The earliest recorded at 
the moment is 4,000 years old," 
he said. Six thousand years ago, 
he said, the Solent was a river, 
and the team has asked experts 
oa the period for their help in 
identifying the wood. 

Meanwhile they intend to re- 
turn and cany out a further sur- 
vey of the site, about 20 feet 
below the surface, and plan to 
get a second opinion on the age 
of the wood. 

It is not dear as to whether 
the site would have been dry 
land or shallow water at the 
time, and the likelihood of a 
100ft long vessel existing in 
northern Europe at that period 
is extremely remote. 

The oldest boat yet found 
anywhere in the world - a large 
dugout canoe - was made S,000 
years ago in what is now the 
Netherlands, but it is known that 
humans were carrying out 
ocean voyages of 200 miles 
25,000 years ago, and 50 mile 
sea journeys as long as 60,000 
years ago. 




care 

worker 



Louisa Jury 


London witnessed its first May snow 
shower for nearly 20 years yesterday 
as the country slipped back into 
winter’s icy grip. 

Snow flurries dusted the capital, 
which spent much of late April bask- 
ing in sunshine and temperatures in the 
70s, and the London Weather Centre 


reported a steet shower on its root The 
snow was the first in May since 1979. 

Many other parts of Britain were 
plunged back into wintry conditions, 
and many roads, like the one shown 
above in Co Durham, were covered 
by snow. Although it was quick to melt 
heavy falls of snow blocked roads in 


the Scottish Highlands and North 
Wales as temperatures dropped to 
May-time 


around 7C below die May- 
average. 

Half an inch of rain fell over Nor- 
wich and London -the biggest down- 
pour since February and more than 
fell in the capital during the whole of 


March and April. Forecasters warn of 
frost hi many areas tonight more cold 
weather to come - which will worry 
farmers and gardeners. 

The AA warned drivers to keep their 
speed down and keep a safe distance 
from the vehicle in front 

Photograph: PA 


colleagues of Mr TuUy that he 
“don 


Bid to swim for help cost boy his life 


Nfichael Streeter 


Relatives of schoolboy Christo- 
pher Scott said yesterday they 
believed the 11 -year-old died 
trying to swim for help for his 
two non-swimming friends 
when they became trapped on 
treacherous mudflats. 

As the search For Nathan 
Sawyer and Ian Smye, who are 
still missing, was called off a sec- 
ond time as night fell yesterday, 
more details emerged about 


their tragic outing. The trio had 
set out for 


a Sunday bike ride 
on the bleak Lincolnshire coast- 
line of the Humber Estuary. 

The area, south-east of 
Grimsby, is criss-crossed by gul- 
lies which can be swiftly filled by 
the incoming tide and it is 
feared that the boys became 
trapped and then swept away. 
Hope,s have virtually disap- 
peared that Nathan, aged nine, 
and Ian, who would have been 
10 yesterday, will be found alive. 


The alarm was raised by their 
parents when they failed to re- 
turn home, but it was not until 


the next day that the body of 
ted by a 


Christopher was spotted 
rescue helicopter crew. 

A post-mortem examination 
was being carried out yesterday; 
police say they believe he 
drowned. 

Valerie Scott, Christopher’s 
grandmother. Valerie, said she 
thought that Christopher had 
died trying to save his friends. 


“I believe that the other two 
could not swim and Christopher 
could. We think be tried to 
come back and get help. He 
would have tried to save his 
friends because be was like that 
and they were all very dose." 

She said the boys knew that 
the mudflats were dangerous., 
but added; “They were aware 
but l don't think they really un- 
derstood what danger is. This is 
just-a terrifile thing to happen." 

Prayers were said at a special 


assembly yesterday at the boys’ 
school in "their home village of 
North Coates. 

A police underwater search 
team joined the hunt yesterday 
and wul be invok ed again today 
when the search resumes. An 
RAF helicopter and specially 
trained dogs will also be used. 

Coastguard John Harrison 
admitted that hopes of finding 
the boys alive had passed. 

“After this length of time it 
is highly unlikely,” he said. 


has “done a good job” at a 
home he now runs in Devon. 

But in his closing speech for 
the prosecution, Jonathan Ca- 
plan QC said the jury must 
assess the ‘-compelling'’ evi- 
dence against all three 
defendants. 

“This case is not about best 
practice, how best to run res- 
idential care homes for the 
mentally disabled. It’s a case 
about falling below what is ac- 
ceptable in running such 
homes and faffing into the 
realms of the criminal law,” he 
said. 

He added that caring for the 
mentally disabled could be 
“demanding, frustrating, pos- 
sibly risky, but that does not 
give anybody who has such a 
person in their care a license 
to ill-treat that person or to 
neglect their welfare”. 


Starting up a business? 


Find out why we're 
the number one choice. 


Whatever type of business you start up, it's 
never eosy. While you may be very good at the 
business you’ve chosen, there ore so many things 
to consider ond this can be reolly daunting. 


If so, let NotWest lend a bond. We're the 
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first choice for small businesses ond hove helped 
thousands to start up and grow. 

This experience has meant we've been able to 
develop a service that provides you with some 
tools that are so important in the early days. 

Free help ond guidance from 


o Nat West Small Business Adviser. 


Free Bonking for up to 18 months" 
Free Business Start-IJp Guide. 
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Free 'Help for Your Business' directory. 

Free Businessline, a telephone banking service. 
2J> 9 iLdis^un! on registering o business name? 
To find out more or to open o Small Business 
Account, talk to the Small Business Adviser in your 
loco! high street branch. Alternatively you con coil 


i 


us on 0800 777 888. 


If you're storting-up, there’s only one’choice. 
NatWest, the bonk for small businesses. 




NatWest 

More than just q bank 
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A care supervisor accused of 
ill-treating menially disabled 
residents always seemed to 
get on well with them, a col- 
league told a court yesterday. 

Judith Smelt, formerly the 
office administrator, said Lor- 
raine Field “bad a good rap- 
port with (the residents] and 
they all seemed to be wry fond 
of her”. 

Mrs Field, 42, of Stoke 
Poges, Buckinghamshire, has 
denied four counts of ill-treat- 
ing residents at two residential 
homes formerly run by a com- 
pany called Longcare in the 
town. 

Another former member of 

staff, Desmond TUlJy. 33, of 
Exeter, Devon, also denies 
four charges of ill-treating 
residents. And former com- 
jany director Angela Rowe, 
_>9, of Windsor, Berkshire, de- 
nies two counts of ill-treating 
and two of wilfully neglecting 
residents in her care. 

Kingston Crown Court also 
heard testimony from current 
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bfnet potential. Pupils from Broadhurst School in Hampstead, north London outside No 10 Downing Street yesterday during a visit 
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Commons freshers shown the ropes 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

By the end of the week they will 
have been inducted, tagged, 
administered, sworn in, lec- 
tured to and accommodated. 
They will be given a handbook, 
a video, a car park pass and 
endless cups of tea. 

Some of the new boys and 
girls in the House of Com- 
mons say it feels just like the first 
day at school. Others, feeling 


more grown up. compare the ex- 
perience to freshers* week at 
university. After two years “in 
the sixth form" as a Prospective 
Parliamentary Candidates and 
six weeks’ heavy preparation for 
the final exams on election day, 
they have finally arrived. 

Some were always confident 
that they would make it to Par- 
liament, but many believed just 
five days ago that they would be 
returning to normal life by now. 
Instead they have been thrown 


into a euphoric round of intro- 
ductions and practicalities. 

There are 262 new members 
- more than at any time in liv- 
ing memory. Among them are 
190 Labour members, 42 Con- 
servative, 29 Liberal Democrat 
and one - Martin Bell - inde- 
pendent. Mr Bell, like the oth- 
er opposition MPs, is being 
herded around by the opposi- 
tion whips, Labour MPs by the 
government ones. 

For the first time, the 
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Foster quits over 
Cabinet post snub 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Tbny Blair suffered his first 
ministerial resignation yester- 
day, just four days after coming 
into office. 

Derek Foster, a former 
Labour chief whip and Shadow 
Cabinet member, was clearly 
angry that he had not been of- 
fered the Cabinet post he said 
he had been promised. He de- 
cided to staoddown despite hav- 
ing accepted a job as Minister 
of State at the Office of Public 
Service, and it is understood he 
may now stand for election as 
Deputy Speaker. 

“On reflection, after Satur- 
day’s appointments, I felt I 
might have more to offer in oth- 
er ways And I will have an an- 
nouncement to make in due 
course. I am perfectly happy 
with the outcome," he said. 

Peter Kflfoyle, an education 
spokesman in Opposition, be- 
comes Public Services Minister, 
but he takes on simply a junior 
ministerial rank. 

Mr Foster, an elected chief 
whip, was one of many senior 
Labour figures who were bitterly 
disappointed at being offered 
jobs less senior to the ones that 
they shadowed in opposition. 

Andrew Smith, the shadow 
transport secretary and Michael 
Meacher, shadow minister for 
environmental protection, were 
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Derek Foster May seek 
election as Deputy Speaker 

also in the Shadow Cabinet 
but not in the Cabinet. 

Further down the ranks, a 
laige number of junior shadow 
ministers are jobless or have 
more junior positions. Of 76 
people who held Shadow Cab- 
inet or ministerial positions, 
17 have been demoted or 
sacked. 

Both Janet Anderson, who 
was formerly shadow minister 
for women, and Graham Allen, 
a former spokesman oh consti- 
tutional and environment mat- . 
ters, will gp to the whip’s office. 

For the rest, the only posts 
left are in the whip's office or 
at PPS level, the very bottom 
rung of the ministerial ladder. 

Among those who were still 


left without posts last night 
were Keith Vaz, former shadow 
minister for planning, Ibm 
Pen dry, former shadow minis- 
ter. for sport, and Lewis 
Moonie, another shadow min- 
ister at National Heritage. 

Although Mr Blair has put a 
large number of women in his 
ministerial teams, several have 
been left out. Among them are 
Joan Ruddock, former shadow 
for environmental protection. 
Urn Golding, former shadow fix- 
food safety and agriculture and 
Ann Coffey, former shadow 
health minister. 

However, there were jobs 
yesterday for Marie Fisher at 
heritage, Alf Dubbs, now Lord 
Dubbs, at Northern Ireland 
and for Andrew Hardie, QC, as 
Lord Advocate and life peer. 

Some of the disappointed 
ones claimed yesterday that 
the system was unfair. 

People who had previously 
worked for “big hitters” such as 
Gordon Brown or John 
Prescott could expect their for- 
mer bosses to fight their cbmeis 
for them, they said. 

“It seems all this is done in 
a very random way. There’s no 
assessment, there’s no merit 
involved, tfswho you knowland 
if someone liked your face. 

“No one actually sits down 
and says this is what we think 
about your performance,” one 
of them said. 


•I 


Ran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

There will be ho separate min- 
ister for women in the Labo ur 
government, it was confirmed 
'.yesterday, but Tbny Blair has 
: broken new .ground by ap- 
pointing Britain’s first minister 
for public health. 

. .Hie Prime Minister has kept 
his promise to make the rote of 
■ -minister for women a cabinet 


Security Secretary, despite the 

... .1 1 : «len nvw n rP A flflr 


UlUniUUi lus — - — — — o — 

any Whitehall department. 

. Tessa JoweU, Minister of 
State at the Department of 


'ST. JOSEPH’S 
HOSPICE 

MARK ST. LOND ON E84 SA. 


Since 1505 we have shared 
the grief and eased the pain 
of countless suffering souls. 
Last year alone- SOft-taud- 
-peace with the help of yow 

vital rifts. Most of than dJed 
of- cancer - but so serenely . 
tfrat- you would hardly know. . 
Your concern b as encouraging 
as . your generosity and* we 
thank you for yonr. inspiring . 
/trust •• ( v- 

i - -: : . SatarSapettof. 


Health, was yesterday given re- 
sponstbiBty for pubSc health, the 
first time the specialty has been 
recognised at ministerial level 
One of her first tasks will be to 
implement a ban on tobacco ad- 
vertising, to -which Labour is 
pledged. ' f ; : - 

Labour promised last year 
that there would be a minister 
for women within the Cabinet, 
possibly with the title of Chan- 
cellor, of tht Duchy of Lan- 
caster. She would be backed by 
a team of dvil servants In the 
Cabinet Office, according to its 
polity document, “Governing : 
for Equality*'. ' 

Under the Conservatives, 
women’s affairs were based at 
-the Department of Education 
and Employment tinder Gillian 
Shephard, who delegated day- 

trior minister, Cbetyl GiUan. She 
' had six Senior civil servants 
working under her. -. 

Under Labour, women’s is- 
sueswill be the preserve of the 
Department of Social Security. 
It is not yet dear what will hap- 
-pen to the dvil servants in the 
sex and -equality division, but,’ 
there mk*memdiCTtionsthat 
-their team will be split between 
the two departments. 

Four could remain inthe ed- 
ucation and. employment de- - 
.partment working an legislation 
.arid on -Equal Opportunities 
Commission issues, while the 
other-two- might; go to social 
security to deal with interna- 
tional women’s affairs, “main- 


streaming”, and the Women’s 
National Co mmissi on. 

. Last night, a spokeswoman 
for the Fawcett Society, which 
lobbies for a stronger role for 
women in public life, said that 
white it was pleased women had 
a voice in the Cabinet it was also 
worried about bow Ms Hannan 
could do the job property. “We 
are concerned that there is no . 
other minister outside the Cab- 
inet to take that responsibility. 
We need someone pushing veiy 
hard from outside and giving 
Harriet the information she 
needs,” she said. 

A spokesman for Ms Harman 
said she had always had a strong 
focus on women’s issues and 
would rehsh the new opportu- 
nity. “Herview is that it is a bril- 
liant opportunity for her to 
pick up a range of issues. These 
are central to her agenda, and 
having the responsibility at 
Cabinet level is something she 
is very keen on,” he said 

Labour has 18 women min- 
isters-mcluding five in the cab- 
inet, while the Tories had 10 
including two in the Cabinet 

Commenting on Ms Jewell's 
appointment, Donald Reid, 
chief executive of the Associa- 
tion for Public Health, said he 
was delighted that for die first 
time Britain had a minister for 
public health, “But betterpub- 
licr health depends un more 
than one minister. It win depend 
on all die policies which affect 
health indnding those on pover- 
ty and foe environment." 


Sergeant at Arms' office hasset 
up an exhibition for the new 
members and is providing back- 
up material to help them find 
their feet Before they can set- 
tle down to work they must get 
security passes, offices, secre- 
taries and researchers. 

Yesterday, about 50 new 
Labour members firm across the 
South and Midlands gathered in 
a conference room to be told die 
ropes. Among them was Helen 
Brin ton, a teacher, who won 


Peterborough from the Tbries. 

“We know all there is to 
know about being candidates, 
but we don’t know about being 
MPs," she said. 

ftstielection camaraderie has 
broken out across party lines 
among the new members, and 
Mrs Brinlon has even found her- 
self a “pair” in the accommo- 
dation queue - a Tory with 
whom she will agree nights off 
With a Labour majority of 179, 
many on her side of the house 


will not be so lucky. Chris Pond, Sittingbourne. Mr dark, a TUC 
former director of the Low Pay tr aining centre manager, and 
Unit and new Labour member Mr WtyaU, director of the corn- 
far Gravesham. says the indue- puler channel on Sky Television, 
tkra process feels’ “like being might both reasonably have ex- 
back m short trousers," but is de- pected to go back to their old 
lightedly organising a Kent jobs this week. But both say they 
Labour MPs’ group - not pos- knew they could win. 
sible with the previous total of Most of these new members 
two but now plausible with eight, are already relishing the job 
Among his new Kent col- ahead, and while a few admitto 
leagues are Paul Clark, new feeling a little caught up in the 
Labour member for Gillingham, confusion of these first days, 
and Derek Wyatt, member for others are ebullient 


knew they could win. 

Most of these new members 
are already relishing the job 
ahead, and while a few admit to 
feeling a little caught up in the 
confusion of these first days, 
others are ebullient 


Fiona Mactaggart, new MP 
for Slough and former chair of 
Liberty and the Joint Council 
for the Welfare of Immigrants, 
already has her Parliamentary 
interests mapped ouL 
“I have spent quite a lot of 
time in this building. I have ac- 
tually, in a former job, got a 
House of Commons’ select 
committee to change govern- 
ment policy. But even if I 
hadn't done it before I would 
never be intimidated,'' she said. 



The Greenpeace Credit Card. 

Welcaned at baiks throughout 

theworl 
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The evidence is frightening. 

Certain industrial chemicals can disrupt 
the way our natural hormones work. 

Scientists have linked the dramatic 
drop in human sperm counts to the spread 
of such chemicals into the environment. 

One of these, dioxin. is released during 
the manufacture and disposal of FVC (the 
main material in all credit cards) . 

It accumulates in the fatty tissues of 
organisms and begins its journey up the 
food chain. Humans, being at the very top, 
inherit the highest concentration. 

What is a fact is that in the 50 years we 
have been producing industrial chemicals, 
problems in our reproductive systems have 
increased dramatically. 

So why are we prepared to 
risk our very own 
existence when alternatives 
to FVC are readily available? 
Our new credit card is the 
first to be 99.9% FVC free. 

The card is issued in partnership with 
The Co-operative Bank, the only UK bank 


with its own ethical policy and innovative 
ecological mission statement It is a small 
but positive step that will lead the way for 
others. And you can help simply by 
applying for a Greenpeace Credit Card. Now. 


■£5 donated to Greenpeace 
for every account ^ened, • 
pins 25p for every £100 spent. . 

•No annual flee even Guaranteed. 

• Switch your balance to tike , 
Greenpeace Visa cariJ' : V 
yoncould save over £150:* : ' , 

•A promise to match your highest 

• existing credit card liriaL 


For further information clip the coupon or 
phone us free now quoting reference 506. 


33 as 22 


Post to: Greenpeace Visa Card, FREEPOST MR B1 92. Manchester Ml SAZ 


Address 


Mr/Mra/Miss/Ms 


Postcode 
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biair’s britain 


Fun-seeking Redwood goes 


ft of converts 


ted’ to” recreating^ “broad 

church" which was fun ■ 

“I have to show they cau^ 1 
agifand it is an," he said. 

775 k I .Ua ^pnrMST 


e election- 

Although he fought the gen- 
eral election on a personal 

S£SS5Sr»SS 

minster, by saying there was a 
lot he and the former Chan- 

.V /"ItuIrA Ai'MIm 


ree ou- 

Reiecting a single-issue cam- 
paign Mr Redwood said; I 
donTwant a factional parry, ob- 
sessed by one issue T 

-1 do want a broad appeal, l 
believe that the Conservative 
ftjrty is a broad church. It must 
stay as a broad church. The 
great problem is we don’t have 
*r. iu — at the mo- 



^ — s°a 

Redwood yesterday ^ 


John Redwood dud£g the nowdep^^^L 

launched his campaign^rtr® Mariowmhissti^eaWaztt^ 

Tory party leadership cOTMMt ^^Gonnan-altho^^ 

tr\ recreating a ^»road * John Wiflpi? 


Gorman - althog^e- ■ 

Euro-sceptics, John Vgj..' 

and David Wilshire,we^^^ 

He will not get 


again and it is nm, _ f .. former 

^ of the depressing thu^ Sis, and the tea ^ 

over the last five years ^ber and quahty 

have not had enoughfimm ^^^.^^whocomfl 

Conservative pobucs. We W. ^ ^ support. 

to rekindle a sense of fun- He had to seme forspmcff 

Mr Redwood, seen hy^ baddxmcfaers, Andrew Hrartes, 
as a rather austere mtellecnwi. w fcnner chairman cMbt 
may be regarded as 1 ** ■ ”9® J? e Tory backbench Northern ie- 
§Sly “fun- camhff 1 “ tend committee,, and Mf®.* 
leadership Roe, fanner minister ami jffit 

ertent of the Tory defcat^eav ^rm^ of Commons se- 

mg the Tones with orijjw committee on healthy - 
MPs to chose the new leader, promising to reveal. ffl®«e- 
has left Mr Redwood with lit- Mr Redwdpd 

3 e option but to widen his ap- supp ^v e wfll be domgthe 

peal from the Thatchente n Jit ^ of seven veils. Itis sp 

wing of the party. much more exciting that way. 

He set out his new sttate© Th S National Health Ser- 
by positioning bnnsetf r ° d improvements m edu- 

t 4 «ntre-rigiitofhispmgr,wm ^ ^ gh on Mr 

a commitment to match To^ Redwood's campaign agenda. 
Blair’s success m reviving tos ^ught to focus the 

party’s fortunes by Tories in Opposition to attack 

the grass roots. He also gave a Government over Europe, 
pledge to toen mo« to the Cook shouW 

soundings from the 19 — have reached a deal to protect 
mittee, which was decimated a ^bs of British fishermen be- 

the election- , for^movinc to sign the Eur> 



Sre moving to sign the Euio- 
hear much of the Tbiy succ^ 

in Wokingham m t along iy 
council seats out of 26 while the 
Tory party was facing “carnage 
iiTThf. rest of the country 


minster, by saymg uk.-™ ^ resl 0 f the country, 
lot he and the former Chan redwood said it showed that 

ceDor, Kenneth Qarlce could ^^jSganisation the 
agree on. . . Tr^iVmuld remain popular 


Tories could remain popular 
with the voters. 

He admitted the party has a 

tall task in reducing the average 

age of its members from over 

60 vears. . . 

He wants to revive the grass 
roots, but he is against 
constitutional reform m the 

* * t. . ><4 mAiiln net 


enough worehippersw the m parjj^ ^ Q^^uves into 

mOT tZS^ a \hudo^dothS a rancorous internal dispute of 
worshippers. You d^njooma Labour m op- 

SSSS- proidmi throughout the 1980s, 


VrsiT 


EU rewards 
Britain with 
opt-out deal 

" .... _i — on hntt 


Britain was yesterday rewarded 
for pledging to sign the Euro- 
pean social chapter with the 
offer of a generous “opt out 
from new open-frontier laws, 
paving the way to a possible deal 
on the next European treaty. 

The Government’s pledge on 
Monday to accept sodal legis- 
lation spurred Britain’s part- 
neis into publishing a draft tex> 


^ text 

on pooling justice and immi- 
gration powers which the Gov- 
ernment can probably accept. 

Although it has long seemed 
likely that Britain would be 
allowed to keep its internal 
frontier controls for other Eu- 
ropean Union nationals -while 
all other member states lift 


ditional reliance on border 
checks for immigration and 
crime control, does make it a 
special case in th>s policy area. 

The “opt-out” offer is there- 
fore not made reluctantly, as the 
social chapter opt out was in the 
Maastricht Treaty. Rather, it is 
a recognition on the EU’s part 
of the need for sensible flexi- 
bility, and could signal a turn- 
ing point in the way 
negotiations on integration are 
conducted in future. Further- 
more, the “opt-out” offer is far 
more generous than had been 
expected while the Conservative 
government was in power. 

Britain is, effectively, to be 
allowed to pick and chose, 
which areas of home affairs and 
immigration power-sharing it 
wants to be a part of. There are 


DC I bUM-ca iui .. i 

theirs -the text published yes- aspects of the new arrangements 
i the first firm which Britain wants to share in. 


terday contains _ 
proposal on how this would 
work. 

Current power-sharing in ar- 
eas of immigration control and 
home affairs, carried out by 
some EU countries under the 
so-called Schengen agreement, 
is now to be incorporated into 
the EU machinery. However, 
the text recognises that Britain 
and Northern Ireland and the 
Republic of Ireland, “because 
of their specificities" cannot 
be bound by the arrangements. 

The “speafitities" referred to 
constitutes the first clear recog- 
nition by other EU states that 
Britain's island status, and tra- 


namely police co-operation and 
tougher anti-asylum checks at 
external borders. 

Britain “may, at any time, 
accept some or all of the pro- 
visions ..." says the draft pro- 
tocol. 

Despite the dear attractions 
of the new offer, prepared by 
the Dutch government, which 
currently holds the EU presi” ' 
dency, British officials warned 
agains t talks of an early agree- 
ment in this area. The officials 
clearly believe Britain can still 
squeeze a better deal before the 
Amsterdam summit in just six 
weeks time. 


L. . 


DAILY POEM 


Kansas City 

By Unda France 


On a quiet one off the main drag, 
it’s dime outside the rinky-dink De Luxe ■ 
a wired indigo of twinklers , shadows 


that might be driftsmoke if onfy 
Old Fireball was cutting some rug 
The slammer is shut like a kisser 


And with BT’s Business Choices discounts you could save an 

.. r - , .-r- .i TfAn- /-^11 onr -.rmir hnsirtess savings cnecK-up on rreeyt/^esww 


that doesn ' t dig liquor any day 
of the week. It’s fish-black unlucky, 
hawk’s out with his axe; but we know 


5 minute 
national daytime 
call 


Before 

May 29th 

After 

May 29th 

With Business 
Choices Level 1 

44p 

40p 

29p 


when we fall in there 'U be scumpteen fish 
to blow our lids, glistening scales and hot pepper, 
some solid juke to wash it down. 


5P MINIMUM CHARGE PER CALL. DIRECT DIALLED WEEKDAY CALLS ONLY. DIFFERENT RATES APPLY TO BT PUBLIC PAYPHONE AND CHARGECARD CALLS. 


The cost of calling keeps on falling. 



... vingi 

Let’s hit that belfy-ckont Shake out your vine 
and shimmy like a foxy fish 


This poem appears in StoryviUe, Linda France's third colla- 


tion, which is published tomorrow by Bloodaxe Books (£655). 

iquence, from which “Kansas City 


The volume's title sequence. 
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Jony Banks, the man the PM failed to gag, on the joys and otherwise of his first day at work 

Minister for Sport finds 
his office: ‘It’s like a cell’ 











Delayed kick-off; Tony Banks, the new Minister for Sport, relaxing with a beer before taking up office 


Clamp on 
briefings 
could 
backfire 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Kathy Marks 

The chauffeur-driven limousine 
drew up outside the colonnaded en- 
trance to the Department of National 
Heritage. The back door opened, and 
a jaunty figure in jeans and Doc 
Martens jumped out. The new Min- 
ister for Sport had arrived for his first 
day at work. 

Tony Banks was an hour late, hav- 
ing dropped in at Upton Park, West 
Ham's football ground, for a photo- 
cell. The delay gave his dvfl servants 
the jitters, given bis admission in a 
radio interview earlier in the day that 
he had no idea where his new office 
was located. 

For Mr Banks, a maverick left- 
winger, the job offer was a bolt from 
the blue. But the job itself could not 
have better suited the MP for 
Newham North East, a fanatical 
Chelsea supporter. “It's like going to 
heaven without dying,” he said. 

The Department of National Her- 


itage was not qcdte sure what had hit 
H yesterday. Officials were waiting all 
morning to escort their new minis- 
ter to meetings with Chris Smith, the 
Secretary of State. But when Mr 
panics finally turned up at 2pm, he 
brushed them aside. Flouting the 
edict by Alastair Campbell, the 
Prime Minister’s press secretary, 
that interviews with minis ters must 
be approved by hUn, he took off to 
the nearby Sports Caff for an 
impromptu press conference. 

Perched at a table, swigging on a 
bottle of Rolling Rock beer, he pro- 
nounced on life, politics and football. 
Wembley Stadium was “crap”, he de- 
clared. Despite his elevated station, 
Mr' Banks mis no plans to tone him- 
self down. “I’ve not been made For- 
eign Secretary, where diplomatic 
lan g ua ge js essential,” he sain- “I shall 
be using the language of sport, 
winch does get colourful from time 
to time." 

The men from the minis try were 


getting restless. It was time for Mr 
Banks to get acquainted with his 
workplace. He entered the building. 
“Posh, innit?” he observed, looking 
round at the mirrored foyer with its 
pot plants and waterfa lls 

By the time he reached his office, 
a spartan room with net curtains, he 
had recovered his sang-froid. “God, 
• J— a bit rudimentary, isn't it? It’s 
like a prison ceQ. I don’t thinW much 
of the trappings of office so far.” 
Glancing down, he added: “Nothing 
m the out tray, nothing in Uie urgent 
Iray, nothing in the pending tray, just 
the way it should be." 

Mr Banks's new job will present 
him with some difficult conundrums. 
What if a Co unci] of Ministers meet- 
ing should fall on 17 May, when 
Chelsea meets Middlesbrough in the 
FA Cup Final? “You must be joking. 
Nothing would stop me going to the 
Cup Final unless 1 was dead. And if 
I was dead I'd want my ashes taken 
there." 


Christian Wofrnar 

- Westminster Correspondent 

Attempts to impose a rigid dis- 
cipline on government 
announcements and policy ini- 
tiatives could rebound and lead 
to an increase in leaks, accord- 
ing to senior civil servants. 

Alastair Campbell, the 
Prime Minister’sLfffess secretaiy, 
is seeking to ensure that all ma- 
jor announcements of govern- 
ment policy and even interviews 
with ministers are co-ordinated 
through his office. Ministers are 
also supposed to notify Down- 
ing Street if they go to’ lunches 
with journalists or meet them 
informally for off-the-record 
briefings. 

Both current and former civ- 
il servants reacted with a “seen- 
it-all-before" attitude, saying 
that this type of strong central 
control has been attempted in 
the past but proved unworkable. 

Indeed, they point to similar 
injunctions from Bernard Ing- 
ham, Margaret Thatcher's press 
secretaiy, who also wanted sim- 
ilar co-ordination of the gov- 
ernment’s publicity machine. A 
press officer in a major de- 
partment during the 1980s said: 
“Ingham tried to exert control 
and issued instructions, but 
within a few days we started ig- 
noring it because people outside 
No 20 would sneer at it." 

There were typical Civil Ser- 
vice ways of ignoring the in- 
struction, he said: “We would 
simply cany on turning a blind 
eye and if No 10 questioned it, 
we would just say - 'Oh. sorry, 
didn't we tell you'." 

However, unlike Mr Ingham, 
Mr Campbell is not a civil ser- 
vant but a “special adviser", an 
overtly political appointment. 


which civil servants feel is a bet- 
ter arrangement. 

There is fierce departmen- 
tal loyalty from both civil ser- 
vants and ministers who w01 
resist loo much pressure from 
the centre. 

It is not only the indepen- 
dence of the government de- 
partments which will prevent Mr 
Campbell from achieving his 
sought after hegemony, but the 
sheer volume of government 
work. A senior Labour source 
said: “It’s not like being in op- 
position when you are not ac- 
tually making any decisions 
that affect anybody. It’s the 
whole government machine." 

An average department such 
as transport or environment 
might put out up to 600 press 
releases and even if the Gov- 
ernment sensibly reduced this 
number by halt the sheer vol- 
ume would be impossible to 
control. 

A head of information 
explained: “The previous gov- 
ernment tried to co-ordinate an- 
nouncements through Michael 
Hcseltine’s committee, ED CP. 

“But they would do stupid 
things like deride the day some- 
thing should be announced 
without anyone from the rele- 
vant department being con- 
sulted and they would find that 
the minister was abroad, or 
that an outside group involved 
in the launch would not be avail- 
able." 

He added: “The real prob- 
lem is that if you delay an 
announcement to, as they put 
it, co-ordinate the government 
message, it risks leaking out in 
a completely unplanned way. 
You can’t sit on things because - 
it will be in someone's interest 
to leak it." 


Brown stands 
firm over VAT 


Sarah Hefrn 

Brussels 

Gordon Brown, the Chancellor, 
yesterday reaffirmed his com-; 

1 mitment to cut VAT on heating 
’ fuel, despite warnings from 
Brussels that the move could 
breach the spirit of European 
common tax rules. 

However, Mr Brown and the 
European Commission see med 
determined to avoid a direct 
dash over the issue for aslong 
as possible. , • 

Mr Brown has made dear 
that the Government's legal 
advice states that the move b in 

noway illegal under EU law. Tb 
abandon a manifesto pledge so 
soon after the election would- 
dearly be unthinkable for the- 
Government. For its part, the 
European Commission con- 
cedes that the move is riot “D- 
leear as such, but simply 
contrary to the objectives of tax 
harmonisation directives. ^ 

. There is dearly little desire 
on the Commission’s part to 
crack the whip at a time when 
hopes of consensus on a range 
of other key issues are higher 
than they have been for many...; 
years. Nevertheless, me conflict 


over the VAT move is unlikely 
to disappear. Behind the im- 
mediate disagreement lies the 
broader, highly contentious, 
question of bow, for member 
states should be expected to de- 
velop common tax levels. 

• The Commission's long- 
standing efforts- to harmonise 
VAX levels have been largely in- 
effective. A minimum of 15 per 
cent has been set for most 


figure' is remains open to in- 
terpretation. Britain Wants to re- 
duce VAT on domestic fuel 
from 8 to 5 per cent. 

The European Commission,, 
along with member states, is 
pressing for more harmonisa- 
tion in tax levels. Efforts have , 
so far concentrated on indirect 1 
taxes, such as VAX but bar- , 
monisation of certain direct 
taxes is also planned. Pressure 
for greater ccKjrdinationlias in- 
creased in the run-up to eco- 
nomic and monetary union. •- 

If the Commission derides to. 
get tough, it could take the Gov- 
ernment re the European Court 
of Justice. And if other, mem- 
ber states thought Britain was 
being, let off .the hook; they 
could go to the court 



The Greeopeaee Credit Card 
Welcomed at educational 
establishments. 




The limit of a child's IQ may be formed 
not by prep school but by a toxic chemical 
called dioxin. 

Dioxin is released during the manufacture 
and disposal of PVC (which is the main 
material in all credit cards), it resists 
natural breakdown and accumulates in the 
fatty tissues of organisms. 

As dioxins travel up the food chain, 
levels become concentrated. 

Dioxins and other chemicals found in 
monkeys have been shown to cause learning 
and behavioural problems in their offspring. 

Women of childbearing age could now 
have sufficient levels in their bodies to 
affect their newborn children. 

Politicians assure us that levels are 
not harmful. 

But why take any risk when 
alternatives to PVC are 
readily available? 

That’s why our new credit 
card is the first to be 
99.9% PVC free. . 

The card is issued in partnership with 


The Co-operative Bank, the only UK bank 
with its own ethical policy and innovative 
ecological mission statement. It is a small 
but positive step that will lead the way for 
others. And you can help simply by applying 
for a Greenpeace Credit Card. Now. 
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0800 33 99 22 


Post to: Greenpeace Visa Card. FREEPOST MR 81 82, Manchester Ml 9AZ 


Address 


Mr/Mrs/MIss/Ms 


Postcode 




77 ie COPERATIVE BANK 


' The bank may decline any application. Credit facilities are subject to status and not available to minors. Written quotations available on request "typical example is based on a transfer balance of £2000- 
Grewipea® Vis# balance transfer at 12.6% APR would cost £240. Barclays Balk at 22.3% APR would cost £396; NatWest at 219% APR would cost £386 and MBNA at 18-9% APR would cost £34$. 
Rates for jxirchases on the Greenpeace Visa card is 21.7% APR varfebleand minimum payment is Jfc of your outstanding balance each month (minimum f5) or moreif you wish. 

All rates correct at time of going to press 4/97. Registered office: The Cooperative Bankp.Lt, 1 Balloon Street. Manchester M60 4tP 







New ministers keep their promises 


NAZI GOLD 


Louise Jury 


Robin Cook, the Foreign Sec- 
retan'. yesterday announced 
that Britain was ready to host 
an international conference on 
Nazi gold. 

In one of his first steps in his 
new post, he acted quickly to ful- 
fil a pledge made to Jewish or- 
ganisations who have lobbied 
for joint international action to 
settle the affair. 

He also strongly hinted that 
the remaining war-time gold, 
due to be returned to govern- 
ments whose reserves were loot- 
ed by the Nazis, could gp instead 
to victims of the Holocaust. 

The pool was likely to have 
included personal gold from 
Jewish victims of Nazism, such 
as that found in the teeth of con- 
centration camp victims, a new 
report from the Foreign Office 
admitted yesterday. 

Jewish organisations have 
long claimed that the Allies 
failed to distinguish between 
personal gold, where efforts 
should have been made to re- 
turn it to individuals, and that 
which belonged to governments. 

They bailed yesterday’s report 
as further proof that the £46m 
of gold still held in the Bank of 
England and in the American 
Federal Reserve should go to 
make amends for that failure. 

Mr Cook made clear his in- 
tention to resolve quickly the 
question of the remaining gold, 
which has been held under the 
Tripartite Gold Commission of 
America, France and Britain 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


since the end of the war. He said 
there had rightly been interna- 
tional concern about the fate of 
the grid looted by the Nazis, and 
that “One of the responsibilities 
of those living now Is to ensure 
that the truth is known about that 
dark period in Europe’s past.” 

Unveiling the Foreign Office 
report into what happened to 
gold found in the Britan sections 
of Germany, he said it was dear 
that some gold taken from indi- 
vidual victims of Nazism may 
have found its way into the pool 
“This strengthens the case for 
looking imaginatively for ways 
of compensating the victims or 
their direct descendants." 

A spokeswoman for the Holo- 
caust Educational Trust said it 
welcomed the report. “It says 
there were errors made and 
that it was understandable. 
We’ve never said anything oth- 
er than that We now need to 
look at ways to coned it” 

It was widely known that the 
Germans had melted down 
gold looted from individuals, but 
the report shows this was ef- 
fectively ignored for practical 
reasons. However, the Bank of 
England has advised the For- 
eign Office that it would have 
been possible to detect large 
amounts of dental gold if tests 
had been carried out 
The report highlights the 
problems, faced by officials 
working in Germany, caused by 
inadequate definitions of what 
was monetary gold - broadly bars 
and coins - and non-monetaiy 
gold - that taken from victims. 





Back to work (from top loft, clockwise): Robin Cook,- David Blunkett, Jack Cunningham and Jack Straw 


NURSERY VOUCHERS 


Education ministers began work. yes- 
terday on plans to dismantle the 
Conservatives’ nursery voucher 
scheme as soon as possible. They are 
studying options for switching mon- 
ey from the scheme, which gives the 
parents of all four-year-olds £1100 
worth of vouchers a year, back to the 
local authorities. 

Work will start shortly on devel- 
oping partnerships between local au- 
thorities, private nurseries and 
voluntary groups to run childcare and 
nursery 'education. Legislation to 
end the scheme is unnecessary, but 
there will be a Bill to end the assist- 
ed places scheme. 

Monev from the scheme will be used 


to reduce class sizes for five- to sev- 
en-year-olds. Talks with local author- 
ities on ways of cutting class sizes will 
begin almost at once, although no 
monev wiD be available until next ApriL 

Raising standards and improving 
basic literacy and numeracy will be the 
centrepiece of the White Paper to be 
published in June. A BQ] in the au- 
tumn will also end grant-maintained 
status, and former opted -out schools 
wiD have the choice ofbecoming foun- 
dation schools, voluntary-aided like 
church schools or returning to coun- 
cil control. Foundation schools will 
have greater freedom than local au- 
thority schools but will have to appoint 
local authority governors. 

However, ministers say there will 
be consultation with grant-main- 
tained schools in the next few months. 


The Bill will also lead to parents in Jason Bermetto 
areas with grammar schools being able Crime Correspondent 
to vote on whether they wish to keep 

a selective system. An audit of the finances and running 

David Blunkett, the Secretary of of ihe Prison Service is to be set up 
Stare for Education, will meet Sir Ron as a “matter of urgency”, it was dis- 
Dearing, former chairman of the dosed yesterday. 

Schools Curriculum and Assessment The review is aimed at reducing 
Authority, this month about the fu- overcrowding and cutting the esca- 
ture shape of higher education. Sir lating prison costs. It is expected to 
Ron’s review is not due until July, so lead to doser ties between the Home 
the Queen s Speech wiD include a gen- Office and Prison Service' and give 
eral enabling clause foreshadowing xninisteis greater responsibility for op- 
changes In student loans and erational and policy decisions, 
university structure. Labour must also decide whether 

Tbday, ministers will announce to ditch its opposition to private jails 
plans for fulfilling one of their most in order to cope with the rising prison 
ambitious pledges: how to get 250,000 population and need for extra ac- 
young people oS the dole and into ei- commodation. Private companies 
ther jobs or training using money from that have already signed contacts to 
a windfall tax on privatised utilities, build new jails will be allowed to con- 


PRISONS AUDIT 

tinue. The number of people in jails 
in England and Wales has just readied 
the record 60,000 mark. 

It also became dear yesterday that 
an extra 40,000 handguns are almost 
certain to be banned - malting all re- 
volvers illegal. MPs are expected by 
October next year to be given a free 
vote on banning the small calibre .22 
revolvers that remain legal, said 
Home Office sources. Labour has al- 
ready backed an all-out ban and with 
its huge majority, most of whom are 
opposed lo ihe ownership of firearms, 
a vote against handguns is a certain- 
ty. The cost of compensation is like- 
ly to be at least £12m. 

Jack Straw, the new Home Secre- 
tary, said yesterday that his Crime and 
Disorder Bill, to be announced next 
Wednesday, would concentrate on 


Photomontage: Jonathan Anstee 


youth crime and neighbour nuisances. 

Clearly enjoying his new job, he 
added: “Four days in Government is 
better than 18 years in Opposition." 

Supporting Mr Straw at the Home 
Office is Alun Michael, who will be 
responsible for police matters: Joyce 
Quin, who will deal with prisons, asy- 
lum and immigration: Mike O'Brien, 
immigration case work; George 
Howarth, drugs, detailed prison issues 
and the fire service: and Lord 
Williams of Mostyn, the Lords and 
constitutional issues. 

Later this week, Mr Straw will meet 
the director general of the Prison Ser- 
vice, Richard TUl Meetings with 
Metropolitan police commissioner 
Sir Paul Condon and HM Chief In- 
spector of Prisons Sir David Rams- 
botham will follow. 


FOOD FIT 
~ TO EAT ~ 

Glenda Cooper 

Consumer Affairs 
Correspondent 

An mdependentfoodstandarcfc 
agency will be the first priority 
for a reorganised and renamed 
Ministry of Agriculture, its new 
head Dr Jack Cunningham 
pledged yesterday. 

He added that the 
Government would also seek a. 
“positive and constructive” di- 
alogue with the EU over the ban 
on British beef exports. 

Dr Cunningham's vision for 
the ministry was one that was 
“more open” and with more 
consumer voices, he said. He 
was due to meet Professor 
Philip James of Aberdeen Uni- 
versity last night to discuss the 
report on food safety eornmis- ■ 
sioned earlier by Tony Blair. 

A period of consultation 
would then be followed by leg- 
islation "as soon as the business 
timetable allows”, but Dr Cun- 
ningham refijsed to speculate cm 
how long this would take. 

MAFF would also be reor- 
ganised as people likely to be in- 
volved in the food agency move 
over there. Dr Cunningham 
revealed that the ministry would 
be renamed but said the new 
name had not been finalised. 

He also promised that reports 
on food safety would be made 
available to the public: “I have 
already given instructions to my 
department that any issue con- 
cerning public health and well- 
being must be brought forward 
immediately.” 

On BSE. he said that he 
would not flinch from tough de- 
cisions to be made over the 
world-wide ban on British beef. 
He said he planned to go to 
Brussels on Monday for intro- 
ductory’ meetings with the EU 
Farm Commissioner, Franz F3s- 
chler. and the Fisheries Com- 
missioner, Emma Bonino. 

He said he would not put spe- 
cific proposals to the commis- 
sioners on Monday, but pledged 
the Blair government would 
make a "fresh start” on tackling 
the BSE crisis. 

He added: "In general, I 
think the Labour government 
has a better chance of doing 
constructive business with the 
EU, full stop, whatever the is- 
sue, simply because we shall be 
more positive about the EU.” 
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Halifax Solid Gold 
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Whatever you’re saving for you’ll gee it quicker if you save with 
Direct Line. 

Especially since our rates have recently risen again. 

And with Direct Line you get instant access to your money as well 
as higher rates. 

The more savings you have the higher our rates get. 

You can pool your savings with family or friends for even „ 

higher returns. f n||l 

So make the most of your savings, move them to Direct Line. HI 

0181 667 (121 0161 833 1121 014 


Anthony Bevins 

Ffrlitical Editor 

The Queen's Speech, the Gov- 
ernment’s parliamentary pro- 
gramme for the next 18 months, 
is expected to include action on 
hereditary peers and a Freedom 
of Information Bill when it is de- 
livered next Wednesday. 

The Prime Minister’s office 
said yesterday that Tony Blair 
had already held a number of 
meetings on the speech, and a 
draft was well advanced. 

Because of the timing of the 
election, the parliamentary year 
will not end, as usual, this au- 
tumn, but wffl continue until the 
autumn of next year - giving a 
longer run for the legislation on 
core commitments like educa- 
tion, and law and order. 

Early action will be required 
to set up the devolution refer- 
endums for Scotland and Whies, 
to give specific popular blessing 
to legislation which would then 


be put to Parliament One ad- 
vantage of the referendums is 
that they could provide a de- 
mocratic mandate for the Gov- 
ernment to divert Bills away 
from the Commons Chamber 
into “upstairs” committees - 
denying opponents the chance to 
dog up the parliamentary works. 

Some peers are arguing that 
if Labour breaks the convention 
thar constitutional legislation 
should be dealt with in the 
Commons Chamber, they 
would then feel free to break the 
convention that the Lords does 
not oppose legislation specified 
in a manifesto. However, it is 
thought that some ministers 
would welcome a confrontation 
between a Labour government 
elected with such a striking 
majority, and hereditary back- 
woodsmen from the Lords. 

Labour promised a freedom 
of Information Act in its 1974 
manifesto, and it is therefore a 
pledge that has been reneged 


upon before. But because Mr 
Blair has laid so much store in 
trust and in saying that he will 
not promise anything he will not 
deliver, the current manifesto 
commitment on freedom of in- 
formation is said to be “firm”. 

On education, the Govern- 
ment has promised early action 
on nursery vouchers, class sizes. 


the assisted places scheme 
phase-out and new powers to be 
taken on school standards and 
local education authorities. 

Law and order legislation 
will include “fast-track” bearings 
of cases involving persistent 
young offenders, and responsi- 
bility orders for parents of 
delinquent children. 
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Allied Irish Bank (GB) announces 
chat wich effect from dose of business 
on 6 May 1997 its Base Rate was 
increased from 6.00% to 6.25% pa. 


Allied Irish Bank (GB) 
Bankcentre. Belmont Road 
Uxbridge. Middlesex UB8 1 SA. 
Telephone (01895) 272222 
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The Greenpeace Credit Card. 
Welcomed at fast food outlets 

throughout the world. 




PVC is the mother of plastic pollutants 
(and is the main material in all credit cards). 

Toxic chemicals released during its 
manufacture and disposal resist natural 
breakdown and accumulate in the fatty 
tissues of organisms. 

As they travel up the food chain, levels 
become concentrated in breast milk. 

And the recent discovery that phthalates 
axe present in dried baby milk means that 
it is impossible to avoid feeding toxic 
chemicals to new born babies. 

Politicians assure us that levels are 
not harmful. 

Scientists are divided. 

Greenpeace says stuff 
that. Why take the risk 
when alternatives to PVC 
are readily available? 

That’s why our new 
credit card is the first to be 
99.9% PVC free. 

. It is a small but positive step that will 
lead the way for others. 

The card is issued in partnership with 



The Co-operative Bank, the only UK bank 
with its own ethical policy and innovative 
ecological mission statement. . 

For every account opened Greenpeace 
receive a £5 donation and then continue to 
be paid a further 25p for every £100 spent. 

This is brilliant for us - and it’s pretty 
good for you. 

The Co-operative Bank offers a unique 
guarantee, never to charge you an annual 
fee in your entire lifetime. 

You can also switch to The Greenpeace 
Visa card, bringing with you any existing 
overall balance and repay it at a 
preferential rate of 1% a month (12.6% 
APR variable). 

This alone could save you over £150* 

The standard rate for purchases is 
21.7% APR (variable). 

And to top it all, we’ll at least match the 
credit limit on your existing card. 

For further information clip the coupon or 
phone us free now quoting reference 508. 

0800339922 


Post to: Greenpeace Visa Card, FREEPOST MR 81 92, Manchester Ml 9AZ. 

Name - ; Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

Address ' 

' 508 

Postcode Telephone 
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The bank may dedine any application. Credit facilities are subject to status and not available to minors. Written quotations available on request ‘Typical example is based on a transfer balance of £2000. 
Greenpeace Visa balance transfer at 12.6% APR would cost £240. Barclays Bank at 22.3% APR would cost £396; NatWest at 21.9% APR would cost £386 and MBNA at 18.9% APR would cost £348. 

. Rates for purchases on the Greenpeace Visa card is 21.7% APR variable and minimum payment is 3% of your outstanding balance each month (minimum £5} or more if you wish. 
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Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 


A chemical cocktail of sedative 
drugs is being mass prescribed 
to elderly people living in nurs- 
ing and residential homes to 
keep them quiet and make 
them easier to manage, ac- 
cording to a report. 

The practice of ‘'switching the 
patients out with the lights" is 
causing increasing concern 
among medical and charitable 
organisations, according lo the 
report by the Royal College of 
Physicians. More than 90 per 
cent of residents of the homes 
are prescribed drugs, and near- 
ly half are taking major tran- 
quillisers and other sedatives. 

Dr Michael Denham, con- 
sultant geriatrician at Northwick 
Park Hospital and chairman of 
the working party that pro- 
duced the report, said there had 
been a six-fold increase in 
places in private and voluntary 
homes since 19S3, fuelled by a 
30 per cent dedine in NHS long- 
term care, which had placed a 
severe burden on local GPs. 

“I fear that in some homes 
these drugs are being used like 
a chemical ball and chain to keep 
patients quiet. These are very 
frail physically and mentally ill 
people and virtually the entire 
lot are on medication, with a 
large proportion on sedatives. U 
is a growing cause for concern," 

National guidelines on pre- 
scribing drugs in the homes 
should be reviewed and closer 
monitoring introduced, possibly 
by giving overall responsibility lo 
one or two GPs for each home, 
the report says. Dr Denham cit- 
ed the example of one resident 
who reported “feeling alive 
again" after being weaned off a 
sedative. 

The report. Medication for 
Older People, says that the over- 
655 are being prescribed 50 per 
cent more drugs than a decade 
ago. The annual number of 
items prescribed to older people 


has risen from 14.6 on average 
in 1S&5 to 21.8 in 1995. Tbe cost 
of each prescription rose from 
£4.10 to £7.55 and accounted for 
almost half the increase in health 
authority drugs bills over the 
decade. Although older people 
make up 18 per cent of the pop- 
ulation they receive 45 per cent 
of all prescriptions dispensed. 

The report, an update of an 
earlier one published in 1984, 
says that tbe rapid growth in 
prescribing to tbe elderly 
suggests many patients are re- 
ceiving inappropriate or un- 
necessary treatment as well as 
placing an increasing burden on 
the NHS drugs bill. 

Adverse reactions are three 
times more common among the 
over- 60s compared with the un- 
der-30&, mainly because they 
fal»» more drugs. Innovations by 
the pharmaceutical industry 
have greatly increased the range 
of medicines suitable for older 
people but “more attention must 
be paid to making sure the 
medicines given are both suitable 
and effective,” the report says. 

Dr Denham said doctors un- 
der pressure tended to have a 
reflex response to certain con- 
ditions such as dizziness in old- 
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er people and prescribe a 
tranquilliser without invesci- 


Door of perception: The portrait of Prince Charles, by Michael Noakes, which is on display at the MaU Galleries, London Photograph : Andrew Buurman 


The portrait is headed “HRH 
The Prince Of Wales, Patron of 
the Royal College of Psychia- 
trists, at High grove". It is per : 
haps the most umisual portrait 
yet of the Prince, with the artist 
attempting to stress his patron- 
age of tbe Royal College by ex- 
ploring a troubled psyche. 

Tbe dft-high painting shows 
Prince Charles, who is Patron of 
the Royal College, standing at 
tbe door of a drawing room in 
High grove, his Gloucestershire 
home. The artist is Michael 
Noakes. who has spent three 
years working on the portrait. 
"He has also painted Margaret 
Thatcher and President Clinton 
and is a past chairman of the 
Contemporary Portrait Society. 

He said yesterday: “1 wanted to 
avoid painting a proud Prince — 
although it shows I hope a man 
with intelligence and humour, it 
implies too the sad side of his 
life,” 

He added: “1 have done 
something that is unusual by any 
standards and that is unique 
with royal portraits, for the can- 
vas is not a regular shape. It fol- 
lows the line of the architrave 
around the doorway and the an- 
gle of the open door itself: the 
base is shaped around the tip of 
his foot over the edge of a mat, 
and the angled view of that” 

The pain ting is being exhibited 
at the Royal Society of Portrait 
pointers’ Exhibition at The Mall 
Galleries, The MaU, London. 
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tranquilliser without investi- 
gating further. “If you leave 
them on tranquillisers they may 
end up with symptoms of 
Parkinsonism ... Tnere is a 
tendency to treat the symptom 
rather tiian the disease.” 

However, underprescribing is 
also a problem, driven by some 
doctors’ ageist approach to treat- 
ment. The report says there is ev- 


West Country cyclists set free from fumes 


$ * 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 


idence that older people benefit 
more from drucs for heart con- 


more from drugs for heart con- 
ditions and high blood pressure 
than ynunger people, yet they are 
less likely to receive them. 

“It is sad to note that ... the 
attitudes of some doctors Ire- 
main] fixed to the concept of 
chronological age rather than bi- 
ological age - the capacity of an 
individual” to benefit,” it says. 


A 250-mile section of the 
National Cycle Network opens 
today, guiding cyclists away 
from the fumes and snarl-ups of 
car-bome tourists on a rel3- 
tively-peaceful route from Pad- 
stow in Cornwall to Bristol and 
Bath. 

The inauguration of the West 
Country Way will be followed 
later this month by the opening 
of a 370-mile east of England 
section from Harwich to Hull, 


expanding the Network to a 
total of 880 miles so far. 

From the fishing port of Pad- 
stow, tbe West Country Way 
winds over Bodmin Moor to 
pass through Bude, Bideford 
and Barnstaple before rising to 
2,000 feet over Exmoor. 

Cyclists will get a taste of the 
strange solitude of tbe Somer- 
set levels before climbing again 
over the Mendips. 

Some 74 miles of the Way are 
car-free, following disused rail- 
way tracks, tow paths and for- 
est trails. Elsewhere the signed 


route follows quiet country 
lanes - roads used by less than 
1,000 vehicles a day - with just 
short sections of busier highway. 

The Wfea Country Why is one 
of the most scenic sections of 
the Network being developed by 
the charity Sustrans in part- 
nership with local authorities. 
Funded by £43.5m of lottery 
money, the project aims to 
have at least 2^00 miles of safe 


cycle ways open by 2000 and 
6-500 miles by 2005. 


1997 Top Direct Lender Over Two Years’ -What Mortgage Magazine. 



Moving house? 

Call Direct Line for a cheaper 

mortgage. 

Not moving house? Ditto. 


6,500 miles by 2005. 

Ben Hamflton-Baillie, Sus~ 
traits' regional manager, said: 
“Everyone with an interest in 
the countryside and the quali- 
ty of life in the South-west is 
concerned about the relentless 
growth in motor traffic. 

“Developing cycle tourism 
will bring significant economic 
benefits to small communities 
without causing environmental 
damage.” 

The West Country Way cur- 
rently connects with the railway 
in eight locations. Improving 
links to stations and bike car- 
riage on trains is a high priori- 


ty for the development of the 
route. 

Creation of the Network is a 
complex business. For most 
sections, 1997 is the year for 
detailed negotiations with 
landowners and local authori- 
ties. Every section which 
requires construction or 
upgrading has to be surveyed, 
negotiated, approved, designed, 
built and signed. 

The Harwich to Hull section 
was not planned to open until 
after the Millennium, but 
enthusiastic support from local 
authorities h3s meant a route 
across the wolds, fens and Nor- 
folk Broads has been mapped 
and signed we II ahead of sched- 
ule. Tne route takes in the old 
cathedral city of Lincoln and 
Norwich. 

However, the Network is not' 
all about recreation or long dis- 
tance touring. As important in 
reducing car journeys will be 
links through urban areas and 
between town and country, 
enabling people to cycle to 
work, to school and the shops. 
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AA or RAC 
why join them? 



SWIFTCALL 

08007690066 


LOW COST WTBfNSflONAL PHONE CARS 
For farther i nformatio n tan hundreds trfot^dw faa lferis 
and bow tn use, call us now tor free. 



' ' ‘ Ifit 


AUSTRALIA 
2 Op 49 p 

Swiftcall 8.7, 

GERMANY 

16p 


Swiftcall 9. ‘ 


INDIA 

60p 

Swiftcall 8..T, 

NIGERIA 

70p 


Swiftcall 


JAPAN 
30p 77 


Swiftcall 


Swiftcall 


Swiftcall prices, apply at p!i t:iT 





c§rv a- 

*9*8^ tv" ' /v - ^ V-Jjxr - , ,r jr “t 1 

HH > . I l bs. I p . m h | 

New phonecartfs available from ali good newsagents. 

Distributors urgently required. CAil FREEPHONE 0800 769 0000 NOW. 















30 f 

to a 
yal 
yche 


- •"■>«..'■ a*?-? Of 
• -i.-. ■‘•cn 

r - v erUtt 

■’ '-..r 


• " • :• hir.Z 




.- . it 

f "?:***. 
- : ^ » |ir ^ 


j 

. • • ds 


umes 


IHE IND£p^ Nr)ENT a WEnxTRRnAY 7 may 1997 




jU. 

international 


Powerplay in Zaire: President’s imminent departure prompts speculation as the French examine their post-colonial policy 

Mobutu 


heads for 


5S 


Gabon 
and exile 


■■ , ’i . . .. 


Mary Brad 

Kinshasa 

Mobutu Sese Seko. ihe belea- 
guered Zairean dictator, was 
preparing to leave his presi- 
dential residence on the banks 
of the Congo last night to fly io 
Gabon for what officials insist- 
ed was a three-day summit with 
neighbouring African leaders. 

But it is believed France will 
be the President’s final desti- 
nation and that he is leaving 
Zaire, the nation he has plun- 
dered for 32 years to amass a 
personal fortune, for the last 
time. 

In the next few days, Laurent 
Kabila, the rebel leader, is ex- 
pected to take the Zairean cap- 
ital, Kinshasa, in the climax to 
a seven-month nutitaiy offensive 
in which he has seized with as- 
tounding ease most of the coun- 
try. He has repeatedly warned 
President Mobutu, 66, who suf- 
fers from prostate cancer, to 
stand down or be removed. 

Diplomats believe the Pres- 
ident’s meeting with leaders of 
Gabon, Congo and Togo is a 
face-saving device to allow him 
to be out of the country when 
Mr Kabila rolls into Kinshasa. 

“If you ask me ... I would say 
he plans to make this a transit 
stop on the way to France,” said 
a Mobuto aide wbo did not want 
to give his name. 

But Mr Mobutu’s flight would 
not guarantee a bloodless coup. 
Government ministers claimed 
last night that their forces were 
battling to retake Kflcwit, the 
strategic town on the road to 
Kinshasa recently captured by 
rebels. They dairo to have killed 
hundreds of rebel soldiers. If 
true, it suggests that the estab- 
lishment - with or without Mr 
Mobutu - may still be prepared 
to fight for Kinshasa. 


At Kinshasa Airport, Mr 
Mobutu's unpaid and sluggish 
soldiers were feeling the heat 
yesterday. They argued and 
shrugged in the dilapidated car 
park while younger skinny re- 
cruits in threadbare fatigues 
begged for dollars. As the rebels 
advance, the army becomes 
more edgy. But ordinary people 
- most of whom are desperate- 
ly poor - were delighted to hear 
of Mi Mobutu’s trip. 

“I want Kabila in come," said 
Etienne. 35. a waiter in the VIP 
suite at the airport. He spent the 
week watching Mr Mobutu’s 
cronies scuttle into exile drag- 
ging heavy cases. 

Kabila has proved a strong 
man in a country where strong 
men are admired. But Vincent, 
a middle-aged Emigration Offi- 
cer, is worried. Kinshasa, he 
says, will not fall without blood- 
shed and he still hoped for a po- 
litical deal. The rebels, he 
warned, may not be Zaire’s sal- 
vation. “They have killed ref- 
ugees in the east and that is very 
bad. What we need is an election 
and though Kabila is popular Eti- 
enne Tshisekedi [the leading 
opposition figure/ is still the 
most popular politician here.” 
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The long search: Rwandan Hutu refugees scan a notice board showing pictures of unaccompanied children at a transit camp near Kisangani, in 


Photograph^AP 


It is a view shared by 
Madeleine. 25. an office work- 
er who fears one dictator may 
be about to make way for an- 
other. “Our leaders have not 
loved our country,” she said. “It 
is hard to tell ihe good men 
from the bad.” 

In the Intercontinental hotel, 
staff gossiped last night about 
the sudden departure a few days 
ago of eight of the President’s 
children who had spent the last 
three weeks there, with body- 
guards. Now that, they say, is a 
hopeful sign. 
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France loses its influence in Africa 


John UcfrfieW 

Paris 

Is President Mobutu's igno- 
minious departure a mortal 
blow for French policy in 
Africa? Perhaps more accu- 
rately, it is a demonstration that 
the traditional French post- 
cokmial approach to Africa - a 
kind of Machiavellian clien- 
telisra - is already dead. 

The collapse of the Mobutu 
regime may even bring bitter 
comfort to some in Pans - in- 
cluding the Prime Minister, 
Alain Juppd - who have long 
argued that it is time, in the 
interests of France and Africa, 
to adopt a fresh policy. 

For nearly 50 years, France 
was acknowledged as the ulti- 
mate power-broker in Fran- 
cophone Africa, initially in its 
own former colonies, and then, 
from the 1970s onwards, in the 
former Belgian possessions of 
Zaire, Rwanda and Burundi. 


At the weekend, Zaire’s fate 
was negotiated aboard a South 
African warship by an Ameri- 
can diplomat. The French am- 
bassador to the neighbouring 
Congo, was allowed aboard 
bin, according to the newspaper 
Ubiraiion was asked to '‘Slay at 
the bar”. 

In the end, Mr Mobutu 
seems to have realised the lim- 
itations of French power. The 
President-for-life did not even 
inform the French govern- 
ment last week that he bad de- 
cided, in principle, to give up 
office. Pauls learnt of his in- 
tentions by reading the New 
York Times. 

The Africanist old-guard in 
Paris, winch has been running vir- 
tually a parallel foreign policy 
since President Jacques Chirac 
came to power two years ago, 
tried to prop up Mr Mobutu un- 
til the end. There is evidence that 
they connived in January in a 
desultory attempt to put to- 


gether a mercenary defence 
force against Laurent Kabila's 
rebels. 

A French businessman who 
helped to set up a rag-tag 
force of 80, mainly Serbian, 
mercenaries, and three air- 
craft, does appear to have 
been linked to the President's 
special African adviser, Fer- 
nand Wibaux. But diplomats in 
Paris believe that Mr Wibaux 
was acting without the backing 
of the Prime Minister and For- 
eign Ministry and even against 
the wishes of the President’s 
chief-of- staff, Dominique 
Vfllepin, who is nominally in 
charge of Africa policy at the 
Elysde palace. President 
Chirac’s own role is opaque. 

Overall, it appears that the 
old African hands were acting 
from a stubborn instinct to 
meddle, rather than in any real 
hope of preserving the Zairean 
status quo. The minute scale of 
tbe operation - and its abject' 


failure - are, in themselves, 
evidence that an era of French- 
African relations is over. 

Much of the commentary in 
the Bench press, and by French 
politicians, has portrayed events 
in Zaire over the last six months 
as a triumph for a deliberate 
American strategy to destroy 
French influence in Africa. 

There is some evidence that 
the United States provided lo- 
gistical and material support for 
Mr Kabila. No doubt ihe US 
has its own reasons for doing so: 
Zaire is a richly-endowed coun- 
try. But President Mobutu, 
during the Cold War, was as 
much an American client as a 
French one. US policy, if co- 
herent at all. was as much dri- 
ven by a belated recognition 
that Zaire, under Mobutu, was 
a corrupt and disintegrating 
basket case. Belgium also had 
ceased to support the ruler of 
its former colony. 

Only France continued to 


champion him to the end, 
locked into a habit of support- 
ing the “big men” of Fran- 
cophone Africa, in return for 
economic advantage, but more 
importantly, because of a kind 
of amorphous addiction to po- 
litical and linguistic influence on 
the continent. In truth, France 
gained less economic advantage 
from Zaire than Belgium or the 
United States. 

In essence, French com- 
plaints that the US is driving 
events in Africa miss a crucial 
point. The events may be in- 
fluenced by Washington, but 
they are being driven mostly by 
Africans. No amount of US aid 
could have produced such a 
rapid rebel advance across 
Zaire unless it was supported by 
Zaireans. On the other hand, 
without the tacit US support 
Paris received during the Cold 
Wit, the old French polity of 
unconditional support for client 
African dictators is defunct 
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A flash of inspiration ... The sizzle of fresh electricity .. . 

It’s the dawning of a new computer era — the first no- . 
compromise PC — powered by the Intel Pentium** II processor has 
arrived! 

For months we’ve been working with Intel to take the worid to.tbe nexl 
level of computing. By adding MMX” media enhancement instructions 
to their most powerful processors ever, tbe heart-stopping Intel Pentium 
IT processor was created! Beyond tbe immediate effects of increased 
power and technology, you’ll also enjoy softwae compatibility well into 
the future. 

The Intel Pen tram fl processor is the “brain" of our new feature-rich 
system line. Excellent for the power-hungry user at work or play, 
we’ve designed our systems to give maximum power, and performance. 
The limits of this PC will be decided only by your imagination. 

Maybe your needs are simple — a multimedia machine that pushes 
the power envelope. Your quest will rad roceyou check out tbe 
Gateway 2000" G6-266XL. Not only is hour top-of-tbe-Sne power- 
wise, the G6-266XLaIso conies wilb a three-piece Boston Acoustic^ 
speaker set The sound from these PC speakers win rival itat of your 
home stereo. 1 

And to make sure you get THE systan you've been dreaming abort 

we ’U you custom configure yoorPC. All of this and its 

affordable — direct from Gateway 2000. 

Don't wait any longer — the computer you’ve been yearning for is 
finally ‘here! Give Gateway 2000 a ojl today! 


G 6 -2 66 XL 


Intel 266MHz Pentium® II Processor 

64MB EDO RAM, 512K Ultra Fast L2 Cache 

35" Floppy Disk Drive 

Iomega Internal Zip Drive 

Mitsumi 12-16X (min-max) CD-ROM 

Quahtnnf 6.4GB' HIDE Hard Drive 

Ensomq* PCI Wavetabie Smmdcard 

Boston Acoustics* Micromedia Speakers with Subwoofer 

STB" ViRGE 3D Graphics Accelerator. 4MB EDO RAM 

Zyxei Omoi.net ISDN External Terminal Adapter 

17" CrystalScan* Colour Monitor’ 

ATX Tower Case 

Microsoft" Windows* 1 95 105 Keyboard 
MS* Windows 95, MS InteffiMoose 
MS Office 97 Small Business Edition Plus 
Internet Software Bundle 

£2249 (2676.65 inc. VAT & Delivery) 


. Give Gateway M00 a call today or drop in to the 
Gateway 2000 Showroom, 10 Bedford Street, 
Covent Garden, London WC2E9HE. 

Yoolfl be glad you did! 

Showroom Honrs of Business: 

1130 pm -630pm Mondays ^ 

930 am - 630pm Tuesday - Friday 
10.00 am - 4.00 pm Saturdays 
Closed Sunday and Bask Holidays 




r~/ ^You've gaafiwtdm ihe business."* . 

080 0 39 2000 

idtp^/www^wJkxonk 
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Gateway 2000; Gonshangh Industrial Estate, Dublin 17. Ireland. 


jjGp* 
jS* - 


■» - 




/.y&f 

. ’I® 




me 












m:: 








me 


if* 


■ • “\| 's 


.^pf^g^^.Midland Direct could save you a lot 
( 0 - money. Some of our customers 

saved up to 30%. And you could 
even more through our range of 
sperial discounts - call us now on the 
,„|.f^ m b er below. 

^ phone lines are open BamBpin 

® 4 *'**§£^ Monday-Friday (excluding public holidays) 

S and 10am-2pm Saturday. 

W.*— O'- V* 

mS&T Midland Bank <St 




.4^:, 






• ’ >-V ■/ \\ ».*>. ‘ - ' ‘ •' *- 

' I , r:'-:-'' -.- . . c. 

».*<•».* •s*rj sr* V -- ’ 

•. ’ *r, V -v «. m km-' 


ISJ viv t .* • 


IK? 


|K .X/'i *•■ '■ 


• . .. 


ntm* 


Membcr)158CGroap 


Issued by lltfbfld Bankpk. 


CALL FREE 


- S' -* •y£Sr*‘ 


CaQi mar be monimml a monl«3 fof quality pwpoaSA*. v 


ihrX-i XSS-M; 

\Sx ' .'M': 


-tmmm 




a— -jnwnj-.i; »i. v 


international 


WBOXTBStwy 7 MAY 1997 • THE INDEPENDENT 


Cook launches mission to make fresh start with Europe J < 


Rupert Cornwell 


Taking the reins of his new job 
swiftly and firmly in hand, Robin 
Cook is planning an unprecedented 
“Mission Statement'’ to Britain’s 
diplomats next week, aimed at 
motivating his staff and setting out 
the new foreign policy priorities of 
the Blair government. 


After four hectic days of meetings 
and briefings in London, the first 

r B o _ «n 


Bonn. He will hold talks with his 
French and German opposite num- 
bers, as well as Lionel Jospin and Os- 
kar Lafomairie, the leaders of the two 
countries' socialist opposition parties, 


ahead of a special meeting of 
European foreign ministers in 
Brussels in a fortnight. 

Mr Cook will project Britain's 
desire for a new start in relations 
with Europe, soured by years of 
stonewalling from the Conserva- 
tives. His long-desired message to 
foreign ministers Herv£ de Charette 
and Klaus Kinkel will be that the new 


Labour administration is ready to be 
more flexible over matters such as 
majority voting and a greater role for 
the Strasbourg parliament. 

“A change in tone and some 
change in substance," was how offi- 
cials described the new approach. 

The trip to France and Germany 
raises the curtain on a bone-break- 
ing schedule for Mr Cook over the 


next seven weeks of summits and 
ministerial meetings involving the 
EU, Nato, G-7, the WEU and the 
OECD. It win be capped by the Hong 
Kong handover ceremony at the end 
of June. In between he hopes to 
visit Washington- • 

A first unveiling of how Labour in- 
tends to run foreign policy comes 
next week with a personal address by 


the Foreign Secretary to his Staff- 
Then a film of Mr Cook setting forth 
his goals will be made by Sir David 
Pumam, to be sene to British missions 
around the world. 

Mr Cook wants greater repre- 
sentation of women and ethnic mi- 
norities at senior diplomatic levels 
and greater openness to the media. 

He will place new emphasis on 


elobal environmental issues, the 
reinvjgoration of the UN andburaan 
rights. Measures may well include 
strict curbs on arras exports t o of- 
fending regimes. Nigeria and Burma • 

are obvKHis candidates. On arms con- 
trol and a new round of reductions 
in nuclear weapons, a Labour gov- - 
erament also may be much nxye ao- 
tivist than its Tory predecessor. 
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Singapore — One of the many 
remarkable things about Sin- 
gapore is that, despite its posi- 
tion at the heart of one of the 
most colourful continents, it 
makes South-East Asia feel 
like a calm and orderly place. 

Here, chewing gum is a con- 
trolled substance, crossing the 
road off a zebra crossing can 
land you a £400 fine, and the 
streets are so clean that you 
could eat your dinner off them. 

But this week, Singapore is 
hosting an event based upon the 
opposite assumption: that Asia 
is an increasingly vulnerable 
region, a continent of lerritor- 


Richard Lloyd 
Parry reports 
on arms firms 
cashing in on 
regional rivalries 
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exhibition and an associated 
conference on the theme “Pro- 
tection of the Seaways". 

With the end of the super- 
power rivalry, regional states are 
increasingly having to take 
responsibility for their own 
security against a variety of 
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itary expansion. 

The event is known as Imdex 
Asia '97 (Tor International Mar- 
itime Defence Exhibition and 
Conference}, a four-day event 
involving 300 companies from 
IS countries, and thousands of 
visiting diplomats, defence pro- 
curement officials, serving offi- 
cers and journalists. 

Ten battle ships, from small 
attack craft from Brunei to the 
mighty British aircraft carrier 
KMS Illustrious, are moored in 
Singapore In support of their 
national industries. The 
exhibiting companies have paid 
as much as £80,000 to set up 
their stands at the biggest in a 
growing number of regional 
arms fairs which now regularly 
take place in Korea, Indonesia, 


ences in one of the most strate- 
gically crucial areas in the 
world. The dramatic economic 
growth of the South-East Asian 
countries over the past 15 years 
has made (he security of its sea 
lanes more important than ever. 

If (he graphs climb at antic- 
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ipated rates then, by 2010, one- 
third of the world’s production 
will take place in East Asia. 

Already the Malacca Straits, 
the narrow waters which divide 
the Indonesian island of Suma- 
tra from Malaysia and Singa- 
pore, cany more ships every day 
than the Panama and Suez 
canals put together. 

By far the largest number of 
cases of piracy (71 out of 94 
world-wide in 1994) take place 
in Asia - but more disturbing by 




Fired up: A demonstrator in Mexico City burning an effigy of Unde Sam in protest at President Clinton's visit for talks yesterday with President Zedillo. The Mexican president 
described Mr Clinton as a ‘good friend* to the country in an attempt to address concerns that US actions on trade and drug trafficking undermine national integrity Photograph: AP 


Doubts emerge over US ‘balanced budget’ 


They owe their existence to 
a striking shift in military spend- 
ing patterns: since the end of the 
Cold War brought drastic cut- 
backs in defence budgets in 
Europe and America, Asia is 
virtually the only place in the 
world where defence procure- 
ment budgets are consistently 
on the rise. The reasons for this 
were outlined by speakers at the 
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oping between nation slates. 

A striking number of these 
focus on islands. Yesterday, the 
Chinese foreign ministry 
protested after the latest in a se- 
ries of visits by Japanese na- 
tionalists to a group of islands 
variously called the Diaqyu and 
the Senkaku and claimed by 
Tokyo, Peking and Taipei. 

East week, China and the 
Philippines renewed their 
claims to the even more em- 
battled Spratiy Islands - which 
are believed to contain fuel 
deposits and, which are also 
claimed by Vietnam, Malaysia, 
Taiwan and Brunei. 

But the region's principal 
source of tension is China, which 
over the past 20 years has raised 
the status of its navy to the most 
senior of the three services. 
China's ambitions to establish a 
continental "blue water"ji eel by 
2020 have stimulated an arma- 
ment boom among the Associ- 
ation of South-East Asian 
Nations f Asean ). 


When President Clinton and 
Republican leaders reached 
then eleventh hour agreement 
on a budget plan late last week, 
there was prune-time televised 
euphoria on both sides. 

Mr Clinton broke into a vis- 
it to Baltimore to rehearse the 
benefits of the deal to the me- 
dia, while Newt Gingrich, Re- 
publican Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and Trent 
Lott, the Senate majority 
leader, beamed and enthused 
their way through a special 
press conference at the Capitol. 

For Mr Clinton, the chief vic- 
tory lay in salvaging the De- 
mocrats’ promised spending 
plans, including bis own election 
promise to extend medical in- 
surance to the country's 5 mil- 
lion uninsured children. Mr 
Gingrich's chief claim was to 
have “completed” his Contract 
for America - the government- 
cutting. tax-cutting agenda on 
which the Republicans took 
control of Congress three years 
ago. For Mr Lott, the key was 
to have reached the objective of 
a balanced budget “by cutting 
spending not by raising taxes". 

Less than a week later, how- 
ever, the five-year deal to bal- 
ance the budget for the first time 


Chorus of criticism dampens initial euphoria. Mary Dejevsky reports 


in three decades is looking con- 
siderably less substantial than it 
did at the outset. 

There, is criticism from the 
tax-cutting right of the Repub- 
lican party, hesitation from sec- 
tions of the Democratic left and 
a general public scepticism 
about the feasibility of balanc- 
ing the budget at all. One poll 
over the weekend had fewer 
than 20 per cent agreeing with 
the proposition (bat the deficit 
would be eliminated by 2002. 

Some of the most qualified 
criticism has come from Re- 
publican Senator, Phil Gramm, 
a disappointed tax-cutter who 
has been filling the airwaves to 
denounce the agreement. 
Likening himself variously to “a 
skunk, at the garden party" or 
“Hora tius keeping the bridge", 
Mr Gramm warns that the 
terms of the deal may raise the 
deficit rather than cutting it. 

While Mr Clinton has spoken 
of “steadily declining deficits" 
over the five years of the agree- 
ment, Mr Gramm and his allies 
ask: “What five-year agree- 
ment?" What price the contin- 
uation of the agreement if the 


Democrats win a majority in the 
House of Representatives next 
year, or after the next presi- 
dential election in 2000? They 
claim that the deal is “back- 
loaded", so that the spending 
increases are concentrated in 
the next two years, while the tax- 
cutting provisions are con- 


centrated in the last two years. 

If the economics of the bal- 
anced budget by 2002 may be 
questionable, the politics" are 
not As constructed, the deal al- 
lows Mr Clinton to banish the 
popular image of the Deraoc- 


publicans to shed their image of 
heartlessness. 

As one right-wing commen- 
tator said ruefully, the "bal- 
anced budget" deal was one 
that neither party could have 
steered through Congress alone 
- but with Mr Clinton and Re- 
publican leaders acting togeth- 


er. it was almost certain to be 
passed - even though the details /- 
have yet to be hammered out 
In the conciliatory tone of' - 
one who recognises a political 
victory when he sees one, the 
White House spokesman, Mike 
McCurry, said of the deal: “We 
can't govern in an environment 
in which the Democrats, who 
are a minority in the Congress; 
can get everything they want." 
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APRICOT VS550 INTEL 2COMHX PENTIUM® PROCESSOR WITH MMX™ TECHNOLOGY. 


THE POWER BARRIER 


THE PRICE BARRIER. 


MITSUBISHI BREAKS THROUGH BOTH 


Once again, Mitsubishi Electric sets the pace. 

Intel’s latest 200 MHz Pentium processor with MMX” technology is going to be fast in any system. 
Cup to 20% raster across all applications, and up to 60% fester* on MMX enabled applications, than the 
equivalent Pentium Processor without MMX). But married to the Apricot motherboard we developed 
to optimise its potential, the performance is nothing short of blistering. 

As you’d also expect from one of the world’s largest IT corporations, Mitsubishi’s investment in 
quality extends to every component of the system: from the 15" Mitsubishi DiamondScan monitor; to 
using the best integrated ATI graphics. 

And rather than hamstring a brilliant processor with inadequate RAM just to create an eye-catching 
P rice 50 maa y manufacturers do), we include no less than 32Mb of RAM in 







our price. 

Consider, too. that this price is keen enough to go head-to-head with the direct- 
■ sellers, yet includes the added- value of service and support from our own nationwide 
network of accredited resellers. 


Pentium* So call us right now for details. And break through a few barriers of your own. 


Ef Intel 2 00 MHz Pentium Processor with MMX technology — - 
Ef 32Mb RAM as standard 
Ef High Performance 2.1Gb Quantum HDD 
Ef Integrated 64-bit ATI graphics 
Ef 256Kb Pipeline burst L2 cache 
Ef DMI management features 
Ef Windows ’95 
Ef 3 Year free warranty 

(1st year on-site) CALL NOW FOR AN IMMEDIATE RESPONSE 

0 15 Mitsubushi DiamondScan .. „ , , „ , „ 

colour monitor We ® address: e-mail address: luiUuB^'apricounee^sm 
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Israel blamed for Lebanon booby-trap blast 


Robert Fisk 

Beirut 

The near-dormant ceasefire com 
mittee in southern lJw n fc?o 

ei 2 eigenc y sess, on this i- 
ternoon after two Lehanrc*. 

-- bb»n; 

the town of Nabatea. 

tied by ordnance officers, was made 


of components bearing Hebrew 
marking?. Both had been construct- 
ed of glass- fibre - identical to boo- 
by-trap devices laid by Israeli soldiers 
.at the village of Sidcfiqm last year. 

Israel, meanwhile, las prepared its 
own complaint to the ceasefire com- 
mittee; the wounding of four rivflians 
inside its occupation zone by a bomb 
set off by Hizbollah near the village 
of Qlaia'a on Monday. The bomb had 
been directed at a squad of pro-Is- 
raeli militiamen from the "South 
Lebanon Army" which was passing 


the scene in an unmarked car. TVvo 
of the SLA. men were also wounded. 

Although a low-level war has con- 
tinued between Hizbollah and Israeli 
bums m southern Lebanon since last 
April ’fc Israeli bombing which killed 
almost 200 Chilians, yesterday’s blast 
in Nabatea caused grave concern to 
both the Lebanese authorities and to 
the United Nations peacekeeping 
force. It was an identical glass-fibre 
bomb- concealed as a stone in a wall 
- which killed a teenage boy in 
southern Lebanon just over a year 


ago, provoking a volley of Hizbollah 
rockets into Israel and, in turn, 
prompting Israel’s bloody counler- 
bombardmenL Claims that Israel 
was behind yesterday’s deaths would 
be easier to dismiss ifthe Israelis had 
not been caught planting glass-fibre 
bombs near Siddiqin on April 18th. 
1 996. Israeli troops later gave UN of- 
ficers maps of their hidden bombs, alt 
of which were defused hy the UN and 
all of which were made of glass-fibre. 

Hizbollah also accused Israel of re- 
sponsibility yesterday, while its rival 


Amal militia stated that the killings 
were a deliberate attempt to create 
unrest in advance of Pope John Paul 
II’s visit to Lebanon at the weekend. 

Lebanese newspapers have been 
speculating for several days that Is- 
rael might stage some form of attack 
to disrupt the Pope’s trip, which the 
Lebanese government regards as the 
ultimate, symbol that the country has 
emerged from its 16-year civil war. 
More than 20,000 Lebanese troops 
will be guarding the Pope during his 
travels across Beirut and during the 


Mass which. he plans to say on Sun- 
day in the open space that marks the 
ruined pre-war centre of the capital. 

The ceasefire committee has met 
only once — and then for only two 
minutes -since the Arab League de- 
cided to break off all negotiations 
with Israel earlier this year. Syria’s 
agar-smoking delegate will be sitting 
opposite the Israelis at the meeting 
at UN headquarters al Naqqoura this 
afternoon, along with Colonel Ma- 
her Tbfaili, the Lebanese delegate 
who visited the scene of the 


bombing in Nabatea yesterday. 

Under the terms of the truce, Is- 
raelis and Hizbollah may attack 
each other but must not hurt civil- 
ians or fire from civ ilian areas of 
southern Lebanon. 

Yesterday Israeli warplanes at- 
tacked suspected Hizbollah targets 
m the Syrian-controlled eastern 
Bekaa Valley. Two jets fired four 
rockets into a mountainous area 
southwest of the town of Mashghara, 
just north of Israel’s south Lebanon 
occupation zone. 


Brazil’s soaps wash 
away the mother 

tongue of Portugal 


Brazilian soap operas have 
invaded Portugal's four televi- 
sion channels and now reign 
supreme over prime-time 
scheduling. Of last year’s top- 
50 programmes, 48 were soaps 
from Brazil. Their influence 
has become so strong that the 
Portuguese are adopting Brazil- 
ian expressions and customs in 
an astonishing process of cul- 
tural colonialism in reverse. 

Up to eight Brazilian soap 
operas or teknovelas are shown 
every day, back to back, with a 
respite only for the lunchtime 
and evening news. By channel- 
hopping you can spend your en- 
tire waking hours watching 
them, and to judge from the 
ratings, many Portuguese do. 

One hugely popular saga, O 
rddogado (dottle King) that has 
just finished - sending regretful 
sighs sweeping the nation - was 
seen by a record-breaking 74 per 
cent of television-watching Por- 
tuguese - ontscoring even foot- 
ba§, with which h frequently 
competed for the peak slots. 

Based on Brazil’s centuries- 
long conflict between landown- 
ers and peasants, its daily 
hour-long episodes tackled the 
issue of land reform. The dimax 
coincided with a cross-country 
trek by real-life landless Brazil- 
ians who marched upon the cap- 
ital Brasilia in pursuit of justice. 

In Portugal, the language is 
becoming peppered with Brazil- 
ian soap slang, like cajune . 
(caress), fofoca (intrigue, paiti- 


Elizabeth Nash 

watches the drama 
unfold as Imported 
serials take over 
the life of a nation 

culariy a political one), curtir (to 
have fun), or agua con azucar 
(to take things easy or describe 
something as honcy-sweel). The 
expressions themselves give 
some idea of the soaps' content. 

Todo bem (everything OK) is 
ousting the more usual como 
esta ? as Portugal's way of saying 
hello, and the Brazilian Esta a dar 
and To! arc now commonly used 
by Portuguese for “OK. good". 
Even more remarkable are ihe 
copied gestures; one landowner 
character had his wrists laden 
with gold bracelets, which he 
would shake when angry. Por- 
tuguese - even without bracelets 
- have copied the gesture. 

“Demographic studies show 
that Brazilian soaps are watch- 
ed by all serial and economic 
groups, including children, and 
by only slightly more women 
than men," says Manuel Fonse- 
ca, Deputy Programme Director 
of the private Portuguese chan- 
nel, SIC which has cornered the 
soap market through a prefer- 
ential deal struck two years ago 
with Brazil’s Globo television. 

Globo, which owns 15 per 
cent of SIC, produces Brazil’s 
glossiest and most expensive 


soaps, like Indomada (Indo- 
mitable) about a free-thinking 
woman who enjoys sex with her 
husband, that has replaced O rri 
do gado, Corpc c Alma (Body 
and Soul), an dAnjo dc Mhn (My 
Own Angel). 

The genre has a noble lineage. 
The first, Gabriela, based on the 
novel by Jorge Amado, con- 
quered Portuguese living rooms 
in 1975 in the heady days fol- 
lowing the “carnation revolu- 
tion” against the generals. An 
instant hit, it starred the actress 
Sonia Braga who made an in- 
ternational name for herself 
portraying Amado heroines. 

Amado's entire oeuvre, with 
its lush settings, sensuous fe- 
males, beautiful boys and scowl- 
ing patriarchs, plus its profound 
social conscience, is quintes- 
sential soap material, to which 
B razili an producers have con- 
tributed top-class actors, dir- 
ectors and camera operators. 

“There is a big difference be- 
tween Brazilian soaps and those 
from, say, Mexico and Vene- 
zuela which are very bad," says 
Mr Fonseca. Globo invests 
much more money in sets, writ- 
ers, costumes and actors. “They 
are comparable to the best 
American soaps, like Dallas," he 
says. “Not kitsch at alL” 

But one Portuguese man 
confessed that he made every ef- 
fort to keep away from them, 
“because they’re addictive, you 
stop going out and your life just 
passes you by". 




US army rapist jailed 
for 25 years 

Delznar Simpson, the United States army staff sergeant 
convicted last week of raping six female recruits in his 
charge, was sentenced yesterday to 25 years in prison. 

The sentence was agreed by a six-member court-martial 
jury after a day-long hearing in which Simpson apologised lo 
his wife, his children, and me trainees “who believe I brought 
them harm”, and in which his mother made an emotional 
plea for mercy. A psychologist testified that Simpson suffered 
from “a narcissistic personality disorder". Simpson insisted 
that all the women concerned had agreed to sex, and he is 
expected to appeal Maty Dejevsky - Washington 

Tenet makes case to lead CIA 

President Bill Clinton's choice to lead the CIA into the 21st 
century, George Tenet, vowed yesterday to close the door 
on the Cold War and draw more frequently on expertise in 
the United States private sector. “Ultimately, leadership at 
this moment means ... embracing the challenges and 
opportunities of the new era,” he said in an opening 
statement to the Senate Intelligence Committee, which is 
considering his nomination. Reuters - Washington 

Pre-dawn attack on Taliban 

Anti-Taliban soldiers launched a pre-dawn offensive outside 
the deserted town of Jebul Siraj on the strategic Salang 
Highway that links Kabul to northern Afghanistan. 
Opposition troops made initial gains,' according to the 
Taliban Islamic militia, but were later driven back into the 

mo untains , AP - Jebul Sir^ 

Algiers car bomb kills two 

A car bomb killed two people and wounded about 20. many 
of them schoolchildren, in Algiers. The bomb was in a car 
parked opposite the Lycde Frantz Fanon at the entrance to 
the crowded suburb of Bab El-Oued. Reuters - Paris 

Post delivered 87 years late 

A card mailed 87 years ago from Copenhagen, finally 
showed up in its intended town of Agersted, 160 miles 
away. The card was mailed in August 1909 to eight-year-old 
Ida Ahlefeldt by an aunt. It then took an unexplained 
detour to Russia, where it languished, and recently made its 
way back to Denmark, and to Johan Wetche, the nephew of 
Ahlefeldt, who died in 1954. AP - Copenhagen 


Heroine: Sonia Braga, who rose to fame in Brazil's early soap operas Photograph: Scope 



NatWest 
Bose Bate 


NatWest announces that 
with effect from 
6 May 1997 
its Bose Rote 
is increased from 
6.00% to 6.25% per annum. 

All facilities (including regulated consumer credit 
agreements) with a rote of interest finked to 
NatWest Base Rote will be voried accordingly. 


A NatWest 


notional Westminster Bonk Pic 41 lothbunj, London ECZP 2BP 


Yorkshire Bank 
Base Rate 

Yorkshire Bank announces 
that with effect 

from start of business on 

7th May 1997 
its Base Rate is increasing 
from 

6.00% to 6.25%. 

Yorkshire Bank 
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Girobank 


Girobank announces that 
with effect from 


close of business 


on 6 May 1997 
its Base Rate was 
increased from 6.00% to 
6.25% per annum. 


Girobank pic. Registered in England No. 1950000. 
Registered Office: 49 Park Lane, London W1Y 4EQ. 
A member of the Aliance & Leicester Group. 


With effect 
from the close of 
business on 
Tuesday 6th 
May 1997 
and until further 
notice, TSB Base 




from 6.0% p.a. 
to 6.25% p.a. 

All facilities (including regulated 
consumer credit agreements) with a 
rate d f interest linked to TSB 
Base Rate will be varied accordingly. 
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If last night's Cook 
Report sickened you, 
this is your chance 
to do something. 

Last night (TV's 'Cook Report' exposed the damning evidence supplied by IFAW, of the horrific 
slaughter of wild animals in South Africa, lions, leopards, even lionesses with cubs. All were on offer as 
targets for a rich man's 'tali'. 

Bred in cages or illegally enticed from the Kruger National Park, dazed by drugs, they become an easy 
target And there's no escape, because this hunt is a 'canned hunt 7 and takes place in a fenced-off private 
compound. 

As one ex farm manager put it " It's Tike shooting fish in a barrel". 

A shot to the body is almost always recommended, as a shot to the head would spoil the look of the 
trophy when mounted on the wall. 

As the ex farm manager went on to say.’J'even when the lioness was skinned and the milk was 
pouring out of her teats, it didn't bother them." 

But it bothers IFAW. And it bothered Roger Cook enough to expose this appaling trade in animal 
suffering. 

If it bothers you, please send as much as you can to help IFAW buy more land where no animals will 
ever be killed. 1 


I want to help IFAW save the African lions and fight cruelty to other animals world-wide. 

Here is my donation of £. ..(Please make cheques payable to IFAW) or debit my 

Visa/Amex/Diners Club/Mastercard (Delete as applicable) 

Start date — - : . — ; j \ — j ] j | 

Expiiy date - ! 1 I i ,J I — I — ! — ! — — i 

Name (Block capitals please)......- - - — 
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Secret of 


why the 

Mafia has 






never shot 


a soul 


In a famous corned}' sketch by 
the Italian Sim director Dina 
Risi. a mafioso is gunned down 
by a passing car on the church 
step of his hill-top village in 
Sicily. The police come running 
out and ask the man who shot 
him. “Shot?" he answers in his 
dying breath. “I haven't been 
shot. 1 don't know what you're 
talking about'.” 

Sicily's reputation for refus- 
ing to talk about the Mafia has 
long since eniered popular folk- 
lore. Everyone knows about 
omerta, the mythical code of si- 
lence that envelopes the island 
in a shroud of sinister mysteiy. 
and indeed anyone who walks 
unannounced into a Mafia-con- 
trolled village and starts asldng 
direct questions is not likely to 
get very far. 

In truth, though, the culture 
of silence has undergone a rad- 
ical change. Gone is the tune 
when the post-war Archbishop 
of Palermo, Ernesto Ruffillo, 
could bluntly deny the exis- 
tence of the Mafia and keep a 
straight face (in fact he was in 
cahoots with some of the 
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concludes his 
series with a look 
at the mythical 
code of silence 
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The mob: A1 Capone's St Valentine's Day massacre, as depleted in the eponymous 1967 film (above); and (right) Tommaso Buscetta on his way to trial in Palermo in 1984 


biggest thugs in the outfit). 
The dramatic Mafia mi 


The dramatic Mafia mur- 
ders of the Eighties and early 
Nineties, and the equally dra- 
matic mass arrests and maxi- 
trials that followed, have made 
the business of denial rather 
more delicate. 

Since the first mafioso to turn 
state’s evidence. Tommaso 
Buscetta, started talking in 1984. 
Cosa Nostra has effectively 
ceased to be a secret organisa- 


tion; omerta , at least as applied 
to Mafia menibeTS. is a dead con- 
cept. And the word “Mafia” it- 
self has fully entered the public 
domain, after decades of eu- 
phemistic references to “the 
friends of the friends". 

But that is where the linguis- 
tic clarity ends. For reasons of 
fear or of deeply ingrained self- 
censorship, Sicilians do not will- 
ingly stick their heads above the 
parapet and talk about the or- 
ganised crime in their midst. 
These days they will acknowl- 
edge the Mafia’s existence, but 
will often try to depict it as some- 
thing that does not affect them. 

Strategies intended to convey 
this non-complicity vary. One of 
the most common is simply: 
“Don’t ask me, ask someone 
else.” 

The head of the local business 
association in Niscemi, Gio- 
vanni Millitari, responded to a 


question about extortion and 
murder in his town with the 
words: "Sconosco il problems. " 
What he no doubt meant by this 
was: “I am not familiar with the 
problem," but the beautifully 
ambiguous formulation also 
means “I refuse to recognise the 
problem”. 

The snag with such a res- 
ponse is that it borders on out- 
right denial, and denial is 
usually interpreted in the com- 

g lex semantic code of the 
icfiian Mafia as a veiled ad- 
mission of complicity. The 
Mafia works best where it can 
work silently, refusing to talk is 
effectively contributing to the 
Mafia cause. 

Another familiar strain, and 
a piece of pure syllogism en- 
countered all over Italy, is: 
“What we have is hot Cosa Nos- 
tra, therefore we.do not have a 
Mafia problem." Cosa Nostra is 


traditionally the most powerful 
Mafia group, concentrated in 
Palermo and western Sicily, 
and for years die two terms were 
synonymous. 

But there are virulent Mafia 
cultures spreading through east- 
ern Sicily, Calabria. Puglia, the 
Naples area and even the north 
of Italy. Strictly speaking, these 
other Mafias have their own 
names such as 'ndrangheta or 
Sacra Corona Unita, a techni- 
cality which intimidated or sus- 
pect citizens will willingly 
exploit to confound the over- 
inquisitive. 

Or, sometimes, they might 
even say. “What we have is not 
as bad as the Mafia." 

Yes, said the mayor of Nis- 
cemi, Salvatore Liardo, we have 
murders, drugs trafficking, a 
corrupt police force, extortion 
and armed robbery, but at least 
it is not the Mafia. "It is just a 


problem with delinquent ” 
This strategy is a variation on 
“What we have is not Cosa 
Nostra". 

The fact that Niscemi is 


6 Sicilians do 
not willingly 
stick their 
head above 
the parapet 9 


Avery different strategy this, 
the product of a mentality that 
believes the Mafia to be an ho- 
nourable organisation at root 
that has been besmirched by the 
recent descent into random vi- 
olence and insalubrious business 
interests such as arms and drugs 
trafficking. 

Thus one finds the likes of 


Frank Zeppia, a convicted 
member of Cosa Nostra in the 
United States now confined for 
two years to his home town of 
Caltanisseua, bemoaning the 
outbreak of gangsterism in the 
surrounding area. “These guys 
ain’t Mafia,” he said, “they’re 
pieces of shit.” 

And finally, the ultimate 
denial: “The Mafia is not Sicil- 
ian, it comes from Rome to 


plagued by a different Mafia 


S henomenon is enough to get 
Jayor liardo off the hook. 


Mayor liardo off the hook 
Turning the issue upside 
down takes denial one stage fur- 
ther, turning bad to good: “The 
Mafia is actually better than 
what we have," some say. 


oppress us. 

Costanza, a student leader 
from Siracusa, explained. “The 
true spirit of the Sicilian Mafia 


is Salvatore Giuliano, who 
fought for our independence by 
stealing from the rich and giv- 
ing to the poor. The people they 
call mafiosi today and put in jail 
are no more than tools of cen- 
tral government. If Giuliano 
were alive today, there'd be no 
lack of Sicilians prepared to 
tight and die for him. 

This argument stems from 
the very origins of the modern 
Mafia as a warped resistance 
movement against Italian uni- 
fication, and reflects bubbling 
resentment at the excessively 
centralised state structure, even 
in Sicily which has its own re- 
inforced regional government. 

While it is true that the 
Rome government has been 
severely compromised by the 
Mafia in the past, it is absurd to 
ascribe any kind of Sicilian or 
mafioso purity to. Giuliano, a 
bandit operating at die end of 


the Second World War with a 
glamorous reputation but who 
was used in turn by the inde- 
pendence movement, the Mafia 
and the Christian Democrat 
party to commit despicable acts ^ 
before being betrayed by one of 
his own men. 

The line does not hold for an- 
other, more profound reason. As 
the sociologist Diego Gambet- '*’• 
ta has argued, the Mafia does not i 

have an ideology, a political 
programme or even a coherent 
set of rules of behaviour. It is es- 
sentially an economic phenom- y 
enon that controls territory 
through the sale of that double- s \ 


Under V 
# one set.' 
they 'v: 


edged commodity, protection. 
That explains the contiiminj 


That explains the continuing 
reticence of Sicilians about 
Cosa Nostra. Protect the Mafia 


with your silence, and you in. 
turn will be protected. 1 hlk 


turn will be protected. Jane 
carelessly and there is no raffing 
what might happen. ' • 



More news, more facts, more fun. 




UneOne, the new UK Internet service from BT and News International, is 
designed just for you, but has something for everyone. 
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Something rather splendid at the Bank 


W elcome to the modern world 
- a p ace we have inhabited 
since last Friday morning. It is 
a Place where you talk in a Sid 
^bion to your European nei^u^ 
^ere a Secretary of State for theEnS 
ronment can think aloud about road 

Lrfl 8 M nd Where a Treasury minister 
can tackle monetary policy in the same 
way as foreign countries (such as Ger- 
many and the United States of Amer- 

ShYi here ,nte i est . rates 3X6 const 
tently lower and price stability part of 
the natural order. 

Yesterday Gordon Brown did his bit 
for modernism. By freeing day-to-dav 
deasions by the Bank of England from 
Treasury supervision, he also pinned 
price stability on the Blair government's 
masthead in a way which, for all their 
talk. Lady Thatcher's and John Major’s 
Chancellors never managed. New 
Labour starts to acquire hs own historic 
identity as the low-inflation party. 
(And, a bonus for a pro-European, 
Gordon Brown moves the British insti- 
tutional set-up a good step nearer to 
the single currency norm.) 

What the new Chancellor has done is 
both dramatic and banal. Dramatic 
because, at a stroke, he exorcises the 
ghosts of Montague Norman, Philip 
Snowden, Lord Cromer and Denis 
Healey. Banal, because he has done for 
money no more than umpteen councils 
have been doing for refuse collection . A 
public service - the pursuit of stable 


prices - has been contracted out The 
Bank of England gets a target for infla- 
tion and is invited to use its big gun -set- 
ting the price of money- to secure it. (A 
really radical Chancellor would have 
gone further and pegged the Governor’s 
salary to his success; a really, really rad- 
ical Chancellor would have translated 
the Bonk to a greenfield site in Dock- 
lands and flogged Threadneedle Street 
at a great profit, abolishing those chaps 
in salmon pink kit on the way.) 

What the Bank gets is freedom 
rather than independence. In the new 
model the Governor is an expert, 
expected to use professional discretion. 
There is a comparison to be made with 
the courts, although, unlike a judge, 
the Governor’s decisions will affect the 
livelihoods of many people — their 
domestic finances, their job prospects. 
It is appropriate, therefore, that he 
accounts for the Bank’s decisions. 
Gordon Brown is also turning that 
^he" into a collective, a Monetary Pol- 
icy Committee, overlooked by a more 
representative Court. This reform 
ought usefully to allow non-City per- 
spectives in. 

That word “representative" is 
ambiguous. Why? Because part of the 
basic case for giving the Bank auton- 
omy is that the markets trust the Bank 
more than elected politicians. Only 
bankers’ decisions will command, Gor- 
don Brown said, “the necessary confi- 
dence”. By clear implication, markets 
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trust politicians somewhat less. All the 
more reason to ensure that the Bank 
is held publicly to account 

Gordon Brown is now free to con- 
centrate on welfare -to -work and the 
next Budget. That “concentrate" could 
be ominous if it means he is seeking 
to fine-tune the economy in 1970s style 
- that is to say, to fiddle with taxes to 
secure deflation of demand. There is 
as yet no satisfactory agreement on 
both the scale of such squeezing or 
even its necessity. Gordon Brown will 
do well to avoid being pressganged 
into unnecessary fiscal tacking. 

Much more important for the new 


Chancellor is to address the funda- 
mental question of solvency. Is this 
Government committed to spending 
plans that cannot be supported by 
likely revenues? Yes, the Chancellor 
has room for manoeuvre on borrowing. 
The more successful his new monetary 
agent the Bank of England is, the 
healthier look the national accounts. 
Likewise, the longer the upswing of the 
present economic cycle lasts, the more 
buoyant the official revenues. A few 
more hundreds of millions for the 
National Health Service budget can be 
lost and found with ease. But not bil- 
lions - for social security, pensions. 


family credit, universities, school- 
teachers, school buildings. 

If he is to find extra money - signifi- 
cantly more - then he will have to raise 
taxes. But if the Government is true to 
its promise not to raise income tax 
rates, this means finding fiscal space 
among allowances, corporate taxation, 
indirect taxes, the taxation of wealth, 
council tax and so on. That there is such 
space is undeniable. But the political 
question has first to be asked: should the 
Government be raising taxes at all, 
given its pre-election promises? It is all 
very well to argue, as some have over the 
weekend, about the precise meaning of 
Labour’s promises, but the real point is 
that voters will expect Messrs Brown and 
Blair to stick to the spirit of their tax 
pledge, not merely the letter. Nothing 
would be worse for New Labour’s rep- 
utation than an attempt to smuggle in tax 
increases like a Colombian coke-dealer. 

Yet Gordon Brown still bas room. 
Take mortgage tax relief No such 
allowance should be immune from 
examination of its effects. It is not 
needed to encourage house purchase; 
it does little or nothing to stop dispos- 
session. Conceived as an element in 
housing policy, the case for its abolition 
or further restriction is strong. In other 
words, tax reform for the sake of the 
Government’s social objectives strength- 
ens the budgetary case enormously. 

Gordon Brown spoke eloquently 
yesterday about the long term. His 


reform of the Bank is a useful first step 
towards a permanent framework fen: 
stable growth. His Budget ought to be 
another - provided he keeps the future 
shape of a prosperous and fair Britain 
at the front of his mind. 

Knives (and forks) 
out for the Tories 

A s soon as the scale of their defeat 
became clear, it was obvious that 
Toiy right-wingers were going to need 
their Granita. The word “Granite" is just 
becoming established in politics. It is the 
name of the Islington restaurant where 
Tony Blair and Gordon Brown agreed, 
over various parmesan and rocket salad- 
garnished nosh that Tony was top and 
Gordon was not. This was painful for 
Brown, but enabled Blair to become 
Labour leader, then Prime Minister. The 
right-wingers need a Granita because, 
like Blair-Brown, they can’t all be leader. 
They need to do a deal. But Michael 
Howard, enticing William Hague to his 
Belgravia flat for a champagne compact 
that quickly lost its ffa?, has foiled to 
learn from New Labour. You have to do 
these painful deals over dinn er, not a 
couple of drinks - and on neutral terri- 
tory. It takes at least an hour and a half 
of munching and eyeballing and straight- 
talking before such things are secure. 
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Under PR no 
one gets what 
they voted for 

Sin Your leading article of 6 May 
on proportional representation 
suggests that the present electoral 
system is self-evidently “the least 
perfect of all” and points out that if 
the parties’ representation was 
proportional to the votes cast. 
Labour would have 285 MPs, the 
Tories 201 and the Liberals 165. 

In other words, there would now 
be a Lib-Lab or possibly, and with 
the help of the minor parties, a Lib- 
Toty government. And who would 
have voted for the Lib-Labs? Those 
who voted Labour because they 
believe Gordon Brown’s promise 
Lhat he’ll keep taxes down? Or 
Lhose who voted Liberal Democrat 
because Paddy Ashdown promised 
to put taxes up? 

What did the Lib-Lab manifesto 
look like? Did you see a copy? Did 
any voter? And did they also see a 
copy of the Lib-Toty manifesto or 
even the Lib-Tbry-Green- 
Referendum- Martin Bell 
manifesto? 

The worst thing you can say 
about the present system is that 
44.4 per cent of the voters have the 
government they voted for and the 
government which can be held 
accountable to the promises it 
made during the campaign. The 
worst that can be said for a 
government elected by PR is lhat 
nobody voted for it and that there 
is no set of promises to which it can 
beheld. 

First-past-the-post is, indeed, 
imperfect, but it is the least 
imperfect of all the options. 

JOHN DIAMOND 
London W12 

i Sir I would like to tell Cbas Loft 

(“Next time, can I have a vote that 
counts?"; Letters, 3 May) not to give 
up hope. As he has only voted four 
times he is obviously a relatively 
y^inng man and so has more chance 

to get his wish than I ever had. 

After voting Libera] and liberal 
, Democrat for 50 years, only once 

J has ray chosen candidate got into 

Parliament. I hoped to get a second 
one this time, but it wasn’t to be. 

HAZEL READ 
Eastbourne, East Sussex 

End of polling 
booth indolence 

Sir What should be compulsory in 

elections is not voting but_ 

attendance at the polling booth 
; (Letters. 5 May). One may respect 

fhe deeply-held coBncftonsirf 

certain religious groups \»*otake 

no part in secular government, but . 
it is quite a different matter with 

■■■ g*£6a?sss 

who tell canvassers, You re all the 
saine”o r ,-ldon}taowai^ung/ 

:■ sasss^raL 

: sssaAsssj 
1 - sfesss” 

, nSJSSE’iK.i** 

1 ol^tffiobef^toavoidtheir. 

citizen's duty in a democratic 
own indolence, ignorance or 

. SX&nkyri* 

■; Eastleigh, Hampshire 


Sin John Burridge iswrongO etleT 



dissatisfaction by not voting. 

This could be achieved by adding 
a simple “No Confidence” option 
to the ballot paper. Individuals 
could make a definite statement on 
the choices on offer without being 
forced to spoil their papers or stay 
at home. 

STEVE RXJDLAND 
London SW19 


Chosen by race 
for the Cabinet 

Sir I note with some interest your 
correspondent Polly Tbynbee's 
opinion (5 May) that all political 
appointments to the Cabinet 
should be made not on the mounds 
of ability but on the basis of the 
minister's country of origin: “Less 
attractive is the presence of so 
many Scots. They occupy a third of 
the Cabinetyet only 8 percent of 
the population live in Scotland.” 

The 8 per cent she refers to 
should only entitle die Scots to one 
whole Cabinet minister and aTnt of 
one other. Perhaps MsTbynbeewiU 
enlighten us as to which ministers 
should be driven out of office on 
the grounds of their race. 
RICHARD PATERSON 
Bristol 

Sin Stephen Goodwin (report, 3 
May) notes the ^bizarre” situation 
lacing the Conservative Party of 
having an MP who represents an 
En glish constituency acting as 
Shadow Scottish Secretary. Strange 
- the same thing has been going on 
for years in Northern Ireland and 
no one seems to have taken a blind 

bit of notice. 

GABRIEL DOHERTY 
Department of History 


^wilhoutu^^ - ffk-a 


Keep a copy of 
Elgin Marbles 

Sin Would it not be possible for a 
copy of the Elgin Marbles to be 
made, to be displayed in this 
country, while the originals were 
returned to Greece? Holography 
and modem computer analysis 
should make it no more difficult 
than the copying of the Grinling 
Gibbons carvings at Hampton 
Court 

Making such a copy would still 
be a major, and very expensive, 
undertaking and the celebration of 
its achievement would to some 
extent compensate for the sacrifice 
we would have made in giving up 
the originals. Returning the 
carvings would be an act of 
generosity which would be 
appreciated all over Europe. It 
would be more appropriate to an 
outward-looking government than 
the rather mean-minded response 
of the just-appointed Heritage 
Secretary to the Greek appeal. 
PUGHTMAN 
Surbiton, Surrey 


Anzac Day games 

Sin Your article “Anzacs declare 
war on the Dirty Digger" (25 April) 
contains inaccuracies about News 
Corporation and our associated 
companies. Super League and Fax 
Studios Australia. 

Your correspondent describes 
the Anzac Day Super League Tfest 
as an “Anzac Tfest . Neither the 
Returned Services League nor 


Super League attempted to glorify 
footballers by comparing them to 
soldiers. The match look place In 
the evening, well after the 
Cenotaph memorial services. 

For some 30 years Anzac Day 
has been less a day of solemnity 
than one of commemoration. 
Football matches of all codes, race 
meetings and other games now 
feature prominently. 

Your correspondent also 
misrepresents the action before the 
Supreme Court of New South 
Wales. This issue is between the 
Save the Showground for Sydney 
group and the NSW government. 
Neither Fox Studios Australia nor 
News Corporation is a party. 

The Royal Show decided in 1988 
that it would leave the site at Moore 
Park. The NSW government’s 
agreement to proceed with 
negotiations with Fox to develop 
audio facilities on the ate began six 
yeare later. Far from destroying the 
heritage of the site, the Fox Studios 
complex will preserve most of the 
existing structures. 

GERALDINE PATON 
Director, Corporate Affairs 
News Limited, Surry Hills, 

New South Wales, Australia 


Boateng’s Britain 

Sin Special congratulations are due 
to Paul Boateng MP on his 
appointment as Britain's first black 
minister- another welcome sign 
that Tbny Blair will govern for all 
Britain’s people. 

NICK BENT 

Hale, Cheshire 


Purist anger over 
formula milk 

Sir. Laudable as their arms 
undoubtedly are, the current 
divisions in the ranks of tbe 
National Childbirth Uust over 
sponsorship by Sainsbury’s 
highlight the dangers of a ruthlessly 


purist approach to what is 
essentially a practical issue. 

My partner and I had our first 
baby 10 months ago, fully intending 
that die should breast-feed. In the 
first two weeks, however, things did 
not go according to plan, and it took 
the Combined efforts of a breast- 
feeding counsellor and formula 
milk from Sainsbury’s to see our 
baby safely through those early days 
and on to nine months of happy 
breast-feeding. Now my partner has 
returned to full- time wont, formula 
mflk again provides the only 
practical way to fee dour son. 

The Trust should not castigate 
supermarkets for stockmg-an 
essential item for millions of 
families. Its aim should be to 
achieve a society in which breast- 
feeding is a normal, everyday 
activity, and not one in which 
women and their babies have to 
secrete themselves in public toilet 
cubicles to avoid disapproving 
looks, hi the meantime, ironically, 
supermarkets (and I do not single 
out Sainsbuiy’s) provide some of 
the most comfortable facilities for 
families to breast-feed outside the 
home. 

STEVE HICKMAN 
Wokingham, 

Berkshire 
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Don’t ask us to 
mourn for Tories 

Sin I am compelled to reply to 
Tristan Garel -Jones’s plea for 
sympathy towards the routed 
Tories (“That’ s politics, but it 
hurts", 5 May) to explain why I find 
it impossible to oblige. 

When my husband and I lost our 
business and were forced to make 
25 people redundant five years 
ago, at die height of the Toxy-led 
recession - funny, I don’t 
remember Mr Garel-Jones or his 
friends sparing us any thoughts. 
We, too, had given our all to our 
business and our employees and 
then had everything we had 
worked for snatched away from us 
overnight. 

Did Ken Clarke feel a pang of 
anything when we had to pack our 
belongings into a van and leave our 
much-loved home? I think noL 

When we found ourselves, as 
grandparents, having reared a 
family responsibly and without 
ever being a burden to the country, 
suffering tbe ignominy of signing 
on and d aiming Income Support, 
how much sympathy do you think 
we received from the then 
Government? Not a lot. 

As Mr Garel-Jones says, 
“middle-aged, past their best, 
accustomed to a demanding but 
zany way of life" - yes we can 
identify with that And, yes, it hurts 
like helL We, too, bad a mortgage, 
a son still at school and a large debt 
to the bank. 

So, I am sure you will 
understand when I say I feel that 
justice is now being seen to be 
done. 

Mrs UNDAM COCKSHAW 


the ageing ot the deve l- practic^^coase^uenceso^^Tacfa^ori^iTnportgntt^m^-ninth^Nmpe^ 




Socratic road to 
political wisdom 

Sir: Further to the suggestion that 
philosophy should be la ugh Lin 
schools, and to Nicolas Walter’s 
response (letter, 5 May) that such 
education would reduce 
participation in the democratic 
process, a distinction needs to be 
drawn between possible 
approaches to the teaching of 
philosophy. 

It is true that presenting to 
students tbe self-defeating 
scepticism of much modem 
philosophy would lead to tbe 
cynicism which is increasingly 
apparent in voting statistics. But if 
teachers were to return to the 
ancient philosophers, the effect 
would be the revetse: for the great 
philosophers of antiquity such as 
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, 

Plotinus and Porphyry thought 
that their task was to address the 
perennial problems which beset 
human beings in their attempt to 
live the just life and to obtain 
happiness. 

In Plato’s Republic it is pointed 
out that the attractions of the life 
of the mind would discourage true 
philosophers from participating in 
political affaire. But Socrates has 
shown that a fine wfl] be levied 
upon all those who have 
approached wisdom and will not 
enter politics - the fine of being 
ruled by ignorant men - and that 
will ensure that philosophers will 
indeed fulfil their political duty 
for their country. 

The greatest good we could 
offer our school children is the 
confidence and encouragement to 
pursue wisdom. 

TIMADDEY 
Frome, Somerset 


Old speech of 
New England 

Sir: Serena Mackesy writes: “If 
we ever went to war with the 
States, all we’d have to do to spot 
their spies would be to get 
eveiyone to read out the word 
‘Leominster’ ” (In my week, 3 
May). Well, she would then 
misclassify the very people whose 
forebears started the process of 
opting out of the then British 
Empire: the citizens of 
Massachusetts and other New 
England states. 

There is a town by tbe name of 
Leominster (Leh-minster) and a 
Worcester (Wooster) in the state, 
and New Englanders laugh about 
the “hicks” from further west 
who don’t know how to 
pronounce them. 

TMPICK 

Budapest, 

Hungary 


Manager sacked 

Sin Today’s leading article (6 
May) suggests that John Major 
spent “too much time governing 
and not enough campaigning”. 

It would be nearer the mark to 
say that he spent too much time 
managing and not enough 
governing. And while this may 
have produced an economy in 
reasonable shape it did not 
produce the sense of purpose and 
leadership which characterise 
good democratic government and 
to which electorates respond. 

This directly contributed to the " 
scale of the Conservative Party's 
defeat - a fact which Conservative 
MPs will doubtless bear in mind 
when selecting a successor to 
Mr Major. 

.e,*t5iWSBb B,F 
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A soap-box in 


cyberspace 


Britain has a long tradition of open-air speaking; often in the face of 
police harassment. Now, in the age of the sound-bite, the voice of 
democratic debate is muted by TV. But the spirit of the outdoor 
rhetorician survives on the superhighway, says Heathcote Williams 


I n these media-saturated times, 
it is hard to cast an overloaded 
mind back to the genteel bleak- 
ness of England in the Fifties 
and early Sixties. There was 
but one television channel - a hazy', 
flickering black-and-white parish 
pump, devoutly unifying an increas- 
ingly sedentary country with trans- 
missions of Come Dancing. The finer 
points of human relationships were 
left to a flatulent soap-opera. Cross- 
roads. set in a Birmingham motel: and 
Panorama would occasionally address 
a controversial theme with an anaes- 
thetic pomposity. 

The electronic curfew had begun. As 
the battery -chicken dwelling-units - 
the lower blocks- penetrated the heav- 
ens that no one was inclined to believe 
in any more, so the old communities on 
the cynund disappeared, and the spcc- 
trarpseudo-communities of the air- 
waves arose in their place, as if to com- 
pensate for their loss. 

In Hyde Park, however, there was an 
alternative station: destined never to be 
tied to the subtle blackmail of adver- 
tisers. and free from the enervating roy- 
alty-mongering of the BBC. On Satur- 
day evening, all day Sunday, and Sunday 
night you could surf 20 or 30 Qesh-and- 
blood "transmissions for as long as your 
legs would stand it. and for as long as 
the cardboard-flavoured tea from the 
pagoda-shaped tea stand would keep 
warming your bones. 

Here were the germinativc and lib- 
erating tribunes of what was shortly to 
become the “underground’’, the alter- 
native society. The messages from this 
alternative parliament were avidly 
downloaded by incipient subversives. 
There simply wasn’t anywhere else, or 
anything else like it. 

The hand-cranked broadcasts took 
place on a windswept piece of tarmac 
at the end of the plutocratic purlieus of 
Park Lane. The programme planners 
were no more than the muses of human 
inspiration - encouraging the raw artic- 
ulacy of anyone who felt like standing 
on a battered tea-chest, an overturned 
bucket, or. occasionally, a customised 
stand to air their views and to let them 


run the gauntlet in a grass-roots ratings 
war between rival speakers. 

The speakers had to be resilient, and 
physically fiL Thev could be attacked, 
sometimes hurled’ from the platform; 
they were half drowned out by traffic 
noise; and at each deep oratorical 
inhalation they look in volumes of 
lead-polluted fumes. 

They were constrained by the Hyde 
Park bye-laws from collecting money in 
the park, so that those who depended 
upon speaking for a livelihood were 
starved out; and (hey all had to suffer 
the officious scrutiny of the police in 
ease their speeches contained seditious 
or blasphemous material. Even the 
mast mildly disrespectful reference to 
a member "of the Royal Family could 
result in immediate arrest and con- 
finement in die special police station 
that served Speakers' Comer. 

The Royals were still an untouchable 
totem in a deeply class-ridden society. 
Hyde Park was officially a “royal park”, 
and it most particularly offended the 
powers that be to have the Royals 
insulted there. This was the archaic rea- 
son invariably given by Maiylebone 
magistrates as to why collections could 
not be taken in Hyde" Park. The offence 
of an itinerant wordsmUtv who was vul- 
gar enough to ask for a donation at the 
end of a meeting, was construed as a 
form of lese-majeste. Had he not sub- 
versivelv sung for his doubtless subver- 
sive supper not a stone's throw from the 
alienating splendour of Buckingham 
Palace, whose cosseted inhabitants 
would be dining in comfort, secure in 
the knowledge that the Royal Parks 
police were arresting anyone unwise 
enough to beg on the Royals' patch. 

All these strictures, as Stephen Cole- 
man points out .in his engrossing new 
book. Stilled Tongues, were echoes of 
ancient and much more extreme injunc- 
tions against free speech in a mandarin 
society - a society that thought freedom 
of speech might happily be permitted 
to adorn the port-stained lips of gen- 
tlemen in their clubs, but should be 
watered down for the man in the street, 
in case it proved a more pro-active 
blessing. 


In December 1656, the House of 
Commons debated for several days 
whether or not to bore a hole through 
the tongue of the pacifist Quaker James 
Naylor. They decided to do so and then 
had it done. It was disclosed that Nay- 
lors voluble tongue had been unre- 
strained enough to preach that “God 
was against the covetous cruel oppres- 
sors who grind the faces of the poor and 
needy", and it had been seditious 
enough to prod aim that God, the celes- 
tial democrat, had “made all men of one 
mould and one blood to dwell on the 
face of the earth". 

At present, when freedom of speech 


has become a commodity in the gift of 
media monopolies, it is fo 


forgotten how 
great the contribution of open-air 
speaking has been to extending the 
“limits of the expresable ”, in Chomsky's 
phrase. 

The outdoor rhetorician may nowa- 
days be seen as risn% anachronistic: the 
idea of carting a hefty and unmanage- 
able speaker’s platform - Teplete with 
steps and display panel - on and off a 
bus, on and off the Tube, ill contrasts 
with the cosiness of a hospitality suite 
in a studio, where (he interviewee may 
field-test his latest sound-bite with a 
pampering make-up artist, unlikely to 
heckle, and whose powder and make- 
up brushes are less threatening than the 
night-slicks of the police prowling the 
park on the look-out for the trigger- 
words of sedition. 


0 
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Trent Park to Knebworth 


for breasthrough 


a sponsored bike ride to raise funds for 
Breakthrough Breast Cancer 


1 in 12 women in the uk will develop 
breast cancer in their lifetime - 
more than 1,000 die every month. 

You can help Breakthrough 
create the uk’s first dedicated 
breast cancer research centre, 
and fund vital research by taking 
part in this fun day out or by 
making a donation. 


BREAKTHROUGH 

HC*tT CANCtK 


Breakthrough 3rea5t Cancer 
is •» registered charity 


For registration details 
or to make a donation caii 


0171 405 571? 
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I t is of course much neater and much 
tidier to have people who may wish 
to give vent to anything disturbing 
boxed up in a cube, like Damien Hirst’s 
sheep. Disembodied, tucked away inside 
what is, after all, only a piece of inani- 
mate furniture that people have got into 
the habit of staring at, or even wor- 
shipping as if it were a techno-Shinto 
shnne. But there is no interaction. You 
cannot heckle a goldfish bowl, 

William Moms regarded the outdoor 
meeting as being of paramount value in 
communicating opinion, and deeply 
resented the bourgeois fetish of tidiness, 
so obstreperously enforced by the police. 
He commented on their “arrogant petty 
tyranny" and decried the fact that, 
“They would clear the streets of coster- 
mongers, organs, processions and lec- 
turers of all lands, and make them a sort 
of decent prison corridors, with people 
just trudging to and from their work.” 

Now, thanks to a demonic con- 
sumerism, the street as meeting place, 
the street as open university, the street 
as festival, are all brushed aside once 
more in deference to the monocultural 
street reduced to an extended assembly- 
line for conspicuous consumption. The 
street is tyrannised and conquered by 
the automobile, whose pollution of the 
body politic is much more lethal than 
the exhortations of even the most mis- 


guided street “lecturer" who ever 
threatened the Queen's peace. 

The traffic of the mind that took 
place on numberless street comers has 
been supplanted, squeezed out of exis- 
tence by the upholstered traffic of 
impervious people in cocooned and car- 
cinogenic pods, who watch Friends and 
Neighbours but do not know who lives 
next door. 

“Reclaim the streets", of course, 
valiantly embraces this tradition in 
defiance of the “arrogant petty 
tyranny" as embodied in the Criminal 
Justice Act, and the neutering of pub- 
lic gatherings. None the less, it requires 
a considerable leap of the imagination 
to visualise London as it was between 
the wars, in the days of the great anar- 
chist speaker, Bonar Thompson. Sean 
O'Casey’s protege. 

These were the venues available for 
an itinerant speaker, such as Bonar 
Thompson: Highbury Corner, Fins- 
bury Park, Brockweil Park, Victoria 
Park, Feckham Rye, Clapbam Com- 
mon, Parliament Hill Fields, Jack 
Straws Castle, Hampstead: the World’s 
End, Chelsea: Jolly Butcher’s Hill, 
Wood Green; Beresford Square, Wool- 
wich; Golden Square, Soho; Catherine 
Street, Croydon; and Howland Street, 
off Tottenham Court Road, in addition 
to Tower Hill and Marble Arch. There 
were legions more throughout the coun- 
try: the Bull Ring in Birmingham. Glas- 
gow Green, Bigg Market in Newcastle, 
to name but a few. 

Michael Foot declared himself an 
“addict" of Bonar Thompson, and “in 
the midst of the strident ideological con- 
fusions which abounded in the 1930s," 
he came to believe that “Bonar Thomp- 


son’s scepticism was. I suppose, the san- 
est thing in the land". 

Thompson’s pacifist war cry was: 
“Half the misery in the world is caused 
by ignorance. The other half is caused 
by knowledge." He was a fierce oppo- 
nent of militarism and would say. with 
provocative relish, immediately after 
the First World War: “When a monarch, 
or president, a premier or other 
national leader announces that he will 
fight to the death, he is generally in dead 
earnest. He is referring, of course, not 
to his own death, but yours." 


D onald Soper, still speaking at the 
age of 94, took up the pacifist 
cudgels in the Second World 
War. courageously enduring the bear- 
baiting of uniformed soldiers on leave. 
(On one occasion, in mid-sentence, the 
Bible was blown out of his hand by the 
blast from an incendiary bomb.) 

Coleman conveys a sense that these 
men and women, rather than just blow- 
ing in the wind, were fine-tuning the 
cogs and balances of social cohesion - 
and in the majority of cases they were 


doing it for free (unlike the grasping TV 
sh -button la- 


gurus and guru-eites of pus! 
la-land). His freelance orators revi- 
talised the Zeitgeist with their insights 

- they were often martyred for so doing 

- and because what they were saying 
was spontaneous and impassioned, it 
remained in the mind for far, far longer, 
giving the audience the feeling that they 
were present at a unique and unre- 
peatable event. They couldn't catch it 
again on video. 

Hyde Park was, and is, man speaking 
in tongues, speaking in the wilderness; 
the Sermon on the Mount, the trickster. 


the fanatic, the holy fooL By pan trust the 
Palace of Westminster is the democra- 
tic Vatican. Both strands are of equal 
importance but there have been 18 
years of viral attack on the communi- 
ties. All hands are required on deck. 

Dr Stephen Coleman is the director 
of the Hansard Scholars programme at 
the London School of Economics and 
Political Science. Not uninfluenced by 
his own background as a long-term 
observer of Hyde Park in action, he is 
now instrumental, with others, in bring- 
ing “armchair mavericks and eccentric 
ideologues", and anyone else who cares 
to participate, out into the open through 
“UK Citizens On-Line Democracy" 
(http://wwwxiemocracy.org.uk), which 
is, in effect, a virtual People's Parlia- 
ment, where the rough and tumble of 
the hustings can be incarnated in cyber- 
space. and where those old, urgent 
voices long stilled by vehicle traffic, may 
be heard once more on the information 
superhighway - a virtual parliament, 
which could, if accessible enough, turn 
into an ongoing deliberative democracy 
broadening “public space” to nigh-on 
infinite proportions. 

Elitists and dyed-in-the-wool Lud- 
dites alike will be aghast: but, if noth- 
ing else, the great Web differs from 
Cobbett’s great Wen in that it remains 
mercifully, anarchicafly, and perhaps 


£ 


even utopianiy unresponsive to the 
/iiish talous of ' 


devilish talous of the media moguls who 
have all been obliged to retreat from 
cyberspace, their greedy claws blunted 
frustration. 


* , 


'St illed Tongues: from soapbox to 
soundbite' by Stephen Coleman 
f Porcupine Press, £8.95). 


Snow in May? Just go with the flow 


I t is about 5am. on 
Tuesday. 1 have woken 
up early, for some 
inexplicable reason. But I 
never wake up early. So why 
have I woken up early on 6 
May at 5am? 

No matter. 

To get myself back to 
sleep, I tty to think of 
something to worry about, 
and for some reason J think 
of my son’s project at school. 
This term his class is doing 
“rivera" as their project. 

They are learning all they 
can about rivers, and how 
these vast bodies of water 
begin life as small springs in 
the mountains and end up as 
major sources of the salaries 
of directors of water 
companies ... 

As we live beside a River 
Avon, I feel my nine-year- 
old may already know 
something about rivers, so I 
asked him the other day 
what he knew about the 
River Avon. 

He said he knew that 
Avon was the Welsh word 
for river, and' that River 
Avon just means “River 
River", which was pretty 
impressive, until I realised 
that be got this from me and 
that it is the only thing he 
knows about the River 
Avon, so I have tried to 


increase his river knowledge 
by taking him to the 
Claverton JPumping Station. 
This is an installation on the 
Avon near Bath which 
pumps water 40 feet up into 
the Kennet and Avon Canal 
from the River Avon, and 
the extraordinary thing 
about the pumping station is 
that it uses only the force of 
the riser to drive the pump. 
No other motive power - no 
engine, no fuel - was ever 
envisaged, apart from the 
huge water mill-wheel which 
to this day can be driven by 
the weight of water to fill 
the canal. 

Ji is a wonderful sight 

Even my son was quite 
impressed by the size of the 
wheel, though rather more 
impressed by the range of 
souvenirs and sweets on sale. 

It is at this point that a 
cockerel crows very close by. 
This explains why I have 
woken up, and started 
wonying about rivers. I have 
been woken by the cockerel. 

But this is strange in itself, 
as there is no cockerel living 
within a mile of our home, so 
X go to the window to look 
out and to my amazement 
there is a jug of milk on the 
window sill covered in snow. 

In a flash I wake up. I am 
not at home at all. I am 



Miles 

Kington 



staying at the West Arms at 
Llanarmon Dyfftyn Ceiriog in 
North Wales, where we have 
gone on Bank Holiday 
Monday to visit my step- 
mother. There is a jug of milk 
on the window sill because 
my wife likes to keep some 
fresh milk cool for the 
morning cup of tea and bad 
put it out the night before. 
The milk is covered with snow 
because it is snowing hard 

We have also come here - 
clever, this - to visit the 
nearby Pistyli Rhaiadr, which 
is the tallest waterfall in 
Britain. 

Why is this clever? 

Because my son is doing a 
project on rivets. 


Meanwhile, it is snowing 
thickly. On 6 May 1997, at 
6am. When my son wakes 
up and sees it" he gets 
dressed quickly and drags 
me outside to "have a snow 
fight, as if he has never seen 
snow before in his life. 

Well, he has seen snow 
before, on odd occasions, 
but there are plenty of 
others about that have 
never seen snow before. 
There are lambs in the field 
up the road who are saying 
to their mothers, “What is 
this horrible-tasting white 
stuff?” There is a pair of 
pheasants in the field 
looking pretty puzzled. And 
there is. even more oddly, a 
swallow sitting on the 
telephone line outside the 
West Arms, clearly saying to 
himself: “I left Egypt for 
THIS?" 

It is 6 May. on a bright 
morning in North Wales, five 
months after Christmas, days 
after the fall of the Toiy 
government, and I am up to 
my knees in snow in a field 
rolling a huge snowball with 
ray son. What has gone 
wrong? 

My son clearly thinks that 
nothing has gone wrong, 
because he forms a large 
snowball like a baker taking 
a lump of dough and aims it 

=-■ £:~ 


somewhere in ray direction 
and fluidly hits the area 
between my chin and my 
collar. 

“Now, that is very 
interesting, Adam,” I teU 
him. “You see, it explains 
how rivers form. That - 
snowball will melt in the 
warmth of my body, and it 
will flow down my clothes 
joining with other melted 
snowballs until it forms a 
small stream which will flow 
out on the ground and finally 
make its way down to the 
sea, and do you know what 
that m eans ?" 


“No," says my son. “What 
does it mean?" ' 


“ft means yon are doomed 
to death by snowball f” Tory, 
advancing on him with as. 
many snowballs as J can 
hold, watched by a slightly 
puzzled group of sheep and. 
pheasants. 

Later we find that the ' 
track to Pistyli Rhaiadr is . 
probably too slushy to risk, 
so we never do get to see the 
highest waterfall in Britain 
and go and see my step- : 
mother instead and we learn 
nothing about rivers from 
her, but I would like to put 
it on record that on 6 May 
1997 I had to scrape snow . 
off a jug of milk to get a cup 
of tea. 
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Seize the moment 

or rue the day, 
Prime Minister 


C romwell said “You must 
not onjy strike while the 
mm is hot. You must also 

£ e w 5p^ e landscape of our pol- 
racs. Britain seems a different 
place now. The air of expecta- 
tionof change is almost tangible. 

. Tbe temptation for opposi- 
non parties, as Parliament 
returns today, is to leave change 
to the Government and wait for 
the dust to settle. But this would 
be to risk losing the moment and hv C 
its potential. u * r 

The Conservatives will be dis- Ash 

traded and disabled by their 
internal squabbles for some . 

time to come. But the rest of us JL illS 
do not have to wait for them. 

In our most successful elec- h 

lion campaign since the 1920s. 
the Liberal Democrats have oywot 

played a key role not only in 
sweeping out a discredited gov- + rv 

eminent, but also in creating a 
climate for change. We must , -i 
now be prepared to play our LllG 

part in that change. t 

Our successes have given us nf* 7 

a clear mandate to fight for 
investment in education and in WOrlcf 
our health service, for a new " ^ 

environmental agenda, democ- f-li o+- ic 
ratic renewal and for a more LA1< * L ' 
rational, less confrontational T ’"L 

and more honest approach to * -Lilt 
politics. These will be our pri- -pv 
orities in the new Parliament UGD1 

Mr Blair now has the over- 

whelming good will of the Will t 
nation behind him . And that ** 

will, too, is for change - fun da- Critic 

mental change to the way we do 
things in our politics and in our -fiym c 

society. This could be - should 1-11 *■ 
be - a government to match 
those of 1906 and 1945; one which opens the 
way to a great decade of reform (it cannot be 
done in less) to modernise the way Britain 
works: from our system of government, to our 
relations with our neighbours, to the way we 
organise our society and welfare system. And 
if that is what Mr Blair intends to make it, (hen 
the Liberal Democrats will provide critical but 
firm support for every step he takes in that 
direction. 

We could start immediately by moving to a 
less adversarial and more constructive and 
rational basis for our politics in the House of 
Commons. If Mr Blair intends to change the 
way the Government behaves, then, again, we 


Opposition behaves, too. 

This will not only improve, our politics as 
they are. It will also prepare the way for our 
politics as I hope they will become. 

It is not to diminish Mr Blair's achievement 
to note that, for all Labour’s huge majority, he 
sriD enjoys the support of only 44 per cent of 
voting Britain. A system that can produce a 
landslide to sweep a government in on a minor- 
ity of the vote can sweep it out on a minority 
of the vote, too. We will need more stable foun- 
dations than this to sustain the full decade of 
reform necessary to complete the modernisa- 
tion of Britain. 

The single most crucial decision that Labour 
and the Liberal Democrats have agreed id 
implement in this Parliament is a referendum 
on proportional representation. If this is won 


on proportional representation, u uus is won lu urca& mm coiivciuumi anu uauiuon u 
and implemented before the next election, the these stand in the way of more sensible co- 


firm foundations will be laid for a historic 
period of change which begins with Parlia- 
ment’s return today. If not, this could just as 
easily be merely another bright dawn, as illu- 
sory as all those we have seen before. 

It will be much easier to win the case for PR 
in that referendum if the co-operative politics 


operation. Constitutional reform is one clear 
case for such an approach. Welfare reform, 
Northern Ireland, and perhaps even Europe 
could be others. 

Last Thursday's vote delivered a mandate 
for real change in Britain. We must keep the 
iron hot by striking it 


Flash Gordon gets off 


to a flying start 


that PR will entrench is already 
seen to be working and produc- 
ing results. So first, we must 
begin without delay the work 
agreed by Robert Mactennan 
and Robin Cook before the elec- 
tion on constitutional change; in 
particular, the early establish- 
ment of the Commission on 
Electoral Reform. 

If, as I believe, this can quickly 
reach a conclusion on on alrer- 
narivc proportional system 
broadly supported by both par- 
ties - but especially by Mr Blair 
. B himself - then the relationship 

Dj ■ cl fitly between the Liberal Democ- 

Achrlnu/n rats ^ ncl labour will be the 

HoflOOWfl most important relationship in 

British politics for the next 1 0 or 
TTrta 15 years. The foundations upon 

J. II1& CUUiU which a programme for the full 

i modernisation of Britain can 

06 SL safely be built will have been 

laid. And the Conservatives will 

government have ^ foe time in the world to 

try to struggle back to decent 

to modernise □ne-natioa Conservatism, in 
opposition. 

tilP wav ^ f° r lack of personal com- 

ulic way mitment, courage or compe- 

T> T% ii- n •„ tence, the two parties fail in this 

L>i ILcilll project, then this will be just 

1 , . „ another new government, with 

WOrKS ana It another new programme. We 

, will become just another Oppo 

that IS SO, the sition ' opposes diem. And the 

7 Conservatives, armed with a 

> T if VtPT*£i 1 right-wing agenda and under a 

-Luuci ai right-wing leader, wfll probably 

DornAWQ-fo ™ sooner rather than later - 

X^cILlOlX oLS sweep back by the very system 

•11 • j that has just swept them away. 

Will prOVlde If. between us, we lose this 
, moment, it may not come again 

critical but for a generation. 

So Liberal Democrats stand 

firm support 

meat. We will strenuously 
oppose those things the Government does that 
we think are wrong. We will be a scourge for 
extra investment in education and for facing 
up to the crisis in the National Health Service. 
We will support Scottish devolution, as we have 
always done, but oppose Labour’s damaging 
decision to have a second question on tax-rais- 
ing powers in their referendum. 

We will be implacable in protecting indi- 
vidual liberties against any repeat of Labour's 
cavalier disregard for these, m the face of the 
Howard Bills before the election. We will cer- 
tainty expect early action to see a Bill of Rights 
incorporated into British law. We will press for 
a long-term approach and oppose short-term 


the election. We win not let Labour ignore the 
environment, as they did in tfaeor election cam- . 
paign, and we will-not hesitate to push them 
to get off the fence on Europe and provide 
them with support against their own Eiiroscep- 
tics when they do. 

There will be other areas where we can sup- 
port them, too. For instance, we have long 
believed in strengthening the independence of 
the Bank of England in order to entrench low 
inflation, and we wiD support the Government 
in this now that Gordon Brown has announced 
his indication to implement this policy. We will 

wSfe^insisting that these are backed by 
resources. 

And in some areas we should be prepared 
to break with convention and tradition if 


G ordon Brown, Hke 
his leader, was never 
mud) interested in 
opposition. Since 
1994, this restless, 
driven man has brooded about 
only two things - bow to win the 
election and what do with vic- 
tory once in the Treasury. It isn’t 
surprising, therefore, that he 
was ready to be Chancellor. 
Even given the natural tendency 
of -efficials to say flattering 
things about their new masters, 
the most senior ones at the 
Treasury seem genuinely struck 
by bow instantaneously he set- 
tled into the job. 

AD around Whitehall, little 
tremors indicate the culture 
shock that comes with the dawn 
of a new era - incoming, cam- 
paign-hardened Labour fixers 
horrified at how few civil ser- 
vants cany what they regard as 
the obligatory pagers and 
mobile telephones, newly- 
appointed ministers unsure of 
where even their departments 
are, let alone their new offices, 
the hilarious day-long quest by 
officials that nearly ended in 
appointing the obscure left-wing 
Scottish backbencher Brian 
Donohoe instead of Lord 
(Bernard) Donoghue as Agri- 
culture Minister of State. 

At the Tbeasmy, therefore, it 
was striking how smooth - rel- 
atively - the transition was. No, 
here the shock was quite differ- 
ent. What no one had expected 
before polling day was that 
Brown would make such a dif- 
ference so early. 

A few days and an era ago, 
the most fashionable, world- 
weary complaint was that you 
wouldn't notice a Labour gov- 
ernment, that it would be the 
same old policies without the 
same old faces. Brown, visibly 
relaxed after the dreadful ten- 
sions of a six-week election cam- 
paign, yesterday exploded that 
myth. We may not yet know 
much about the Blair govern- 
ment, but we can never say 
again say that it isn't going to do 










anything new. 

Normally, when a politician 
says of an institution, as the new 
Chancellor said yesterday of 
the Bank of England, that he is 
going to subject it “to the most 
radical internal reform since it 
was founded in 1694”, it has the 
unconvincing ring of politician's 
hyperbole. Yesterday, it didn’t. 
It would have been scarcely 
excessive if he had also claimed 
to have transformed, within five 
days of becoming Chancellor, 
more than 300 years of political 
economy. By taking a giant leap 
towards full independence of 
the Bank of England, Brown bas 
abandoned, probably forever, 
the historic right afpcJiririans to 
indulge in short-term manipu- 
lation of monetary policy. 

It became almost boring in 
the long run-up to the general 
election to hear Brown satiris- 
ing the "Ken and Eddie” show, 
and holding out the distant- 
seeming prospect of a restruc- 
tured, quasi-independent Bank. 

Watching him announce that 
yesterdays quarter-point inter- 
est rate rise was the last to be 
decided by the Chancellor of 


In one sweep Chancellor Gordon Brown has 
transformed 300 years of political economy 
and manipulation of the Bank of England 


the Exchequer, and that from 
next month rates would be fixed 
by the Bank alone, was, by 
contrast, electrifying. 

The steps leading to the 
announcement were appropri- 
ately dramatic; the meeting with 
the Governor was brought for- 
ward by a day because the leg- 
islation on the Bank had to be 
agreed at yesterday's Cabinet 
Committee deciding the con- 
tents of the Queen’s Speech set- 
ting out the Labour programme. 
Such a market-sensitive decision 
could not be left dangerously 
unannounced for a day in case 
it leaked- though the signs are 
that the new Government may 
be rather good at keeping 
secrets. The move, perhaps the 
most far-reaching change to the 
economic policy-making process 
for half a century, was put to 
Treasury officials on Friday, 
finally agreed between Chan- 
cellor and Prime Minister at 


Blair’s Islington home on Sun- 
day. agreed with the Governor 
on Monday, and was never 
leaked 

The Chancellor’s announce- 
ment that he needed a quarter 
per cent rise to correct infla- 
tionary drift was forgivably a 
mite more dramatic than it 
needed to be. It's a safe bet that 
bis Tory predecessor. Ken 
Garke, would have done the 
same if not this month, then 
certainly the next. Nor did 
Brown choose yesterday explic- 
itly to criticise Clarke for 
resisting, aver many months, 
the advice of the Governor to 
raise interest rates. 

It is probable, of course, that 
a Conservative Chancellor 
would always have been given 
more freedom by the markets to 
second-guess the Bank than a 
Labour one. But even with 
Garke, there is an irony. On the 
one band, Clarke built his rep- 


utation as Chancellor in part cm 
his ability to second-guess the 
Governor's caution and get 
away with it; on the other, he 
more than any of his ex-Cabinet 
colleagues had been prepared, 
in thelong term, to sacrifice his 
rights to do that by surrender- 
ing them to the European Cen- 
tral Bank that win be responsi- 
ble for fixing rates under a 
single currency. 

But it has been Brown who 
has now handed on that right, in 


the interests, as he emphasised 
yesterday, of the long-term bat- 
tle against inflation. In the short 
term, it's probable that, given 
the Bank's instinctive tendency 
towards monetary prudence, 
there is at the very least another 
rates increase in the pipeline. 
That will not unduty worry Gor- 
don Brown because he has 
never once flinched from his 
view that Labour has to reverse 
its fata] habit of courting short- 
term popularity and then paying 
for it later, as it did when Lhe 
IMF were called in in 1976. This 
may yet have implications for 
fiscal policy, and for the 
Chancellor's first budget, as for 
monetaiy policy. 

There was a fascinating 
exchange on April 29 between 
Brown and Blair, reported in the 
writer Robert Harris's inside 
account of the election cam- 
paign. It describes how press 
questions would be fielded on 
the planned July budget. Blair 
tells Brown: "You should say 
that the only reason you're hold- 
ing the budget is to introduce 
welfare to work." Brown, 
reports Harris, is anxious not to 
commit himself. “Blair is politely 
insistent. Brown concedes." This 
is only pre-election talk, of 
course, but it could just be that 
Brown, who yesterday recom- 
mitted himself unequivocally 
next month to reducing VAT on 
fuel to five per cent -also wants 
a balanced package including, 
say, the abolition of mortgage 
interest tax relief orsome other 
form of revenue raising, and that 
Blair has yet to be persuaded 
that it would be wise. 

In yesterday’s Independent , 
the economist Gavyn Davies, 
who could well fill a new deputy 
governor post at the Bank, 
sounded caution against the 
long-term electoral damage that 
such tax rises could yet infficL But 
there are those who believe that 
Brown is not as sure as Davies 
that such rises should be avoided 

But that's for the future. Yes- 
terday’s stroke could not have 
been bolder. Blair and Brown 
have several ways of reassuring 
those who believe that every 
economic objective will now be 
sacrificed to the attack on infla- 
tion. First, the remit to the Bank 
includes the 1944 Beveridge 
objective of stable growth and 
full employment. Second, four 
of the members of its monetary 
policy committee wfll be Gov- 
ernment appointees. Third, the 
Bank wfll have to answer to the 
House of Commons for its deci- 
sions. At a stroke. Labour has 
laid a historic claim to the high 
ground of economic virtue. 
Thai, in its own way, is as stun- 
ning a turn round as the election 
result itself 


informative: 


First Direct Base Rate 


How will Labour deal with real life? 

Forget the landslide - Mr Blairis team must cope with the global changes that will affect us all 

/ TThen this election 
• • \ of yours is over” a 
V V Norwegian uni- 


With effect from 6 May 
1997, First Direct Base Rate 
has been increased by 
0.25% to 6.25% p.a. 


HomeOwner Reserve 


//|T Then this election 
• • \ \t of yours is over,” a 
V V Norwegian uni- 
versity professor has just writ- 
ten to me, “I hope your paper 
will broaden its mind a bit 
again ... okay, of course poli- 
tics matters, but it sure matters 
less than your current coverage 
indicates. Write more abou 
gene technology, * e 
and other Processes . that . wfi 
change the way we live. Tony 
Blair won’t. All right: he wffl. 

It is always good to see our- 
selves as others seeus, but lam 
particularly gratefifl to the Nor- 
San professor for pomtmg 
SheMts of pobticsat^ 
particular time, pere is such 
an expectation of 

standable) glee among LaboOT- 


dear sign that politics are going 
with the flow of economics. 
Score: Plus. 

Next, Take the changes taking 
place in the world labour mar- 
ket: greater competition from 
workers abroad, the shift 
towards self-employment, part- 
time working, job growth in 
smaller companies and so on. 
: Here, the new policy is the 
application of the European 
social chapter. The changes in 
the labour market have 
undoubtedly created great 

Hamish McRae 

as - people who have good jobs 
extent New Labour's ideas do andwant to keep them, and the 
dovetail with. them. outsiders - people who are 

Start with the rising power ol unemployed, or underemployed 
global finance. That power has and would like to do better. 




of TfroyBlair wfll only change 
our lives a little. 

How much dependson foe 

c^ttovfoichte.andftepw- 

ple round about 
stand these bxg f orc^ for 
change, and then whether they 
shapefoeir policies to channel 
and use them, °r resist and 
challenge them. Do you lean 

with foe wind, 3®“ 
into it? ’Ey dus test Lets hst 
five of these forces, the 


been climbing for foe.best part 
of two decades, so New Labour 
ms had plenty of time to come 
to terms with it, but Gordon 
Brown managed to take the 
markets by surprise yesterday 
by pushing ahead more quickly 
than they had expected with the 
plan to give foe Bank of Eng- 
land freedom to set interest 
rates. This is simply taking fur- 
ther a series of reforms started 
by foe previous Government; 
■and merely brings foe Bank to 
about the middle of foe inde- 
pendence league rather than 
beirnj a bit befow it. So we are 
catching tip rather than push- 

- VT ,1— . — fog* 


The problem here is t that 
the Government is adopting an 
old-fashfonedsodal SKxtel, me 
invented foe best part of a 
decade ago in a quite different 
economic environment, and 
one which has subsequently 
been discredited as increasing 
foe gap between insiders and 
outsiders. The practical reality 
may be that foe new Govern- 
ment had no optibnbut to si gn 
up, and it may well be that it 
vnll start to develop a more 
appropriate mode] in foe com- 
ing years. But so for, the score 
is for a minus. 

Number three is demogra- 
foe ageing of foe devel- 


oped world. This wfll lead to a 
series of changes in both our 
economies and our social atti- 
tudes. On economics, there is 
the obvious practical need to 
establish adequate pension pro- 
vision as well as bringing about 
other changes such as making 
it easier for older people to do 
part-time work. Here, the 
appointment of Frank Field, 
perhaps foe most thoughtful 
politician in foe country on 
this subject, to think long-term 
about pensions is a clear sign 
that foe new Government 
grasps foe. significance of the 
problem. Score: Phis. 

Wm the Government also be 
sensitive to foe shifts in social 
attitudes that an older world 
will generate? Haider to say, 
but I rather think so. It may 
seem odd to suggest that foe 
youngest prime minister this 
century will be able to act as a 
channel for older values, but in 
a way -New Labour seems to 
represent these values better 
than old Tory. Wb will see: no 
score, just a point to watch. 

Four - technology and in 
particular communications 
technology, for foe rapid 
advances there wfll be foe main 
way technology makes an 
impact on foe world through 
foe next five years. (Sure, bio- 
technology is enormously 
important too, but I think foe 
radical consequences of 


advances there will not be mak- 
ing a major impact on our lives 
in foe next 10 years - it is foe 
decade beyond tha t .) 

The revolution in telecom- 
munications is not just a result 
of foe Internet, though that is 
a key part of it It is also slash- 
ing prices of telecommunica- 
tions world-wide and transfer- 
ring knowledge even more 
rapidly across foe world. There 
is also a surge in global TV 
channels, growth in interna- 
tional trade in on-screen white- 
collar services, and so on. 

What do governments do 
about this? The short answer is 
“let it happen”. Tins is an area 
of economic development that 
has to be bottom-up rather 
than top-down, for we can onfy 
see what wfll win from foe mar- 
ket signals. The UK starts from 
the advantage of a liberal 
telecommunications regime, 
and that will presumably con- 
tinue. Presumably, loo, the gen- 
eral tone of foe Government 
will be “technology-friendly^. 
Whether it realises that this 
technology is immensely liber- 
ating in that people no longer 
need to be here, or indeed 
•anywhere in particular, is 
another matter. 

The location of on-screen 
jobs is going to be one of the 
great areas of economic com- 
petition over foe next five years, 
much more important than 


say, the location of car assem- 
bly plants. Do they understand 
tins? Do they realise that even 
foe great on-screen money- 
making machine of the finan- 
cial services industry could be 
challenged from abroad? It is 
not yet possible to score this 
one, but watch it closely. 

Finally, education. More 
than any other single input, foe 
quality of human capital will 
determine economic success - 
and, I guess, social success, 
too. But the lags are very long. 
Only one 40th of foe work- 
force turns over each year, so 
while foe key to foe very long- 
term future may lie in the nurs- 
ery schools, foe key to foe next 
decade lies in patching gaps in 
people's education ana “retro- 
fitting^ us with new skills. Does 
New Labour grasp this, or does 
it still think of education m 
terms of schools and universi- 
ties? Score? Again, we just 
don’t know. 

What we do know is that 
these forces will march on. The 
total score above is a couple of 
pluses, a minus, and a lot of 
don’t knows. Our lives will, a 
decade from now, be very dif- 
ferent for reasons which have 
nothing to do with politics. 
Some aspects will be worse than 
today, but fortnnatety there will 
stflj be some politicians upon 
whom we can - wholly unfairly 

pin the blame. 


O With effect from 6 May 
.2 1 997, the HomeOwner 
Reserve rate has been 
jA increased by 0.25% to 
12.50% p.a. (APR 13.0%) 
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Base Rate 

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group Limited 
announces that rts base 
rate has changed from 
6% to 6.25% p.a. with 
effect from close of 
business on 6th May, 1997. 
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obituaries / gazette 

Professor 
Donald Nicholl 


Donald Nicholl was one of the 
most widely influential of mod- 
em Christian thinkers, a teacher 
and writer whose words have in- 
spired people in many countries 
and churches, and someone 
whose personal life wonderful- 
ly reflected his beliefs. But he 
was always a storyteller rather 
than a systematic! an. 

The child of a working-class 
Anglican home in the West 
Riding, brought up in the 
poverrvof the Depression years, 
Donald showed already at 
school an exceptional range of 
talents, intellectual and athlet- 
ic. Almost six foot six, he was a 
young giant physically as well as 
menially. When his teachers de- 
cided that he could best spe- 
cialise in history, he sat for and 
won a Brackenbury Scholarship 
to Balliol College, Oxford. 

After a year there, he joined 
the Army and spent most of the 
Second World War in Asia, 
first in India and. finally, in 
Hong Kong. Asian religion al- 
ready exercised a profound 
influence on the young in- 
fantryman at this time and 
helped him decide to become a 
Catholic - nothing less than 
Catholicism, perhaps, seemed 
able to encompass in commu- 
nion the vast diversities he felt 
so keenly. 

Returning to Oxford in 1946. 
he was received into the 
Catholic Church at Blackfriars. 
On taking a First, he was at once 
appointed to a lectureship in 
British Histoiy at Edinburgh 
from where, in 1953. he moved 
to Keele University, ever after 
his principal English home. 

At that period Nicholl was 
struggling intellectually on two 
fronts: his formal responsibili- 
ty was in medieval history, his 
informal in the intellectual and 
spiritual crisis of Europe in the 
early post-war years. He trav- 
elled in France and Germany, 
endeavouring to act as a bridge 
of understanding and reconcil- 
iation, above all with German 
Catholicism. 

In this he was greatly helped 
by two women writers, one liv- 
ing and one dead. The living 
one, Ida Friederike Gorres, 
who had just published a pas- 
sionate “Letter on the Church" 
denouncing the mediocrity of 
the German church and espe- 
cially its clergy, became an in- 
timate friend, while the dead 
one, Edith Stein, the Jewish 
philosopher and Carmelite nun 
who died in a Nazi concentra- 
tion camp, became one of his 
chosen icons. Nicholl translat- 
ed her life into English. At the 
same time he wrote an ex- 
tremely wide-ranging and stim- 
ulating guide to all the “-isms" 
of the modern world, entitled 
Recent Thought in Focus ( 1952). 

On the medieval side, he 
made a new translation of 
Dante's Monarchy to serve the 
needs of students unable to read 
Latin before going od to write 
bis one full-scale historical 
study, a life of the 12 th- 
century Archbishop Thurstan 


Frank Streeten rendered out- 
standing service to English law 
and made statute law revision 
an art form. Except for a short 
period as Secretary, he served 
rn the Law' Commission's 
statute law revision team, from 
1978 as its leader, for 26 years. 
His meticulous legal scholarship 
and his sensitive understanding 
of English social and political 
history made him well fitted to 
this task. Five massive Statute 
Law (Repeals) Acts were pre- 
pared under his leadership or 
at his direction. 

He was born Reginald 
Hawkins Streeten, though he 
was always known as Frank, into 


of York. He also learnt to read 
Welsh and Irish, believing 
that without this one could 
not hope to understand me- 
dieval Britain, still a somewhat 
unusual view among English 
medievalists. 

Soon after Thurston was pub- 
lished in 1964 Nicholl decided 
that he could not continue all 
his life becoming an ever 
more learned medievalist and 
switched back to the modem 
world, specialising particularly 
in the field of Russian religion. 
He taught himself Russian and. 
though for years he published 
little on the subject, other than 
a fascinating BBC lecture on 
Nikolai Fyodorov, became ever 
more deeply immersed in the 
development of the Russian 
religious mind in Lhe 19th and 
20 th centuries. 

In the late 1960s he was in- 
vited to become a visiting pro- 
fessor at the Santa Cruz campus 
of the University of California 
and after a while transferred 
there to become through most 
of the 1970s Professor of both 
Religious Studies and History 
and, for three years, chair of the 
Religious Studies department 
At Santa Cruz he added the 
great religions of the East - Is- 
lam, Hinduism and Buddhism 
- to his area of serious concern, 
and one of his most intriguing 
writings is a discussion of the 
problems involved in helping 
young American Jews under- 
hand the relationship between 
Judaism and Asian religion. 
He was always more a teacher 
than a pure scholar and prob- 
ably the activity be enjoyed 
most in his Californian years 
was his course on The Brothers 
Karamazov open to all comers 
in the “Benny University" held 
in the Cafe Pergolesi at Santa 
Cruz. 

Towards the end of his years 
in California, Nicholl wrote the 
much-admired book Holiness 
(19S1) at the request of an old 
Mend, John Todd, the founder 
of the religious publishers Dar- 
ton, Loqgman & Todd. There 
then began four extremely de- 
manding years, 1981-85, as Rec- 
tor of the Ecumenical Institute 
for Advanced Theological Stud- 
ies at Tantur, near Jerusalem, 
where he battled not only to 
help crusty academics behave 
decently to one another but, still 
more, to relate both to Pales- 
tinians and to Jews at the deep- 



Nichofl: 'knowledge of the hearr 


a legal family background in 
Bloemfontein. South Africa, in 
1928. His first degree, at 
Rhodes University College, 
Grahams town, was in English 
and Classics, and he then ob- 
tained an external LLB while 
working as registrar to a high 
court judge in Cape Province. 

In Streeten's view, however, 
South Africa in 1952 was no 
place for someone of English 
descent, and he took a job as 
Crown Counsel in southern 
Rhodesia. In 1953 he was sec- 
onded to the office of the At- 
torney General of the ill-starred 
Central African Federation. 
His principal skills were as a leg- 


est human and religious level. 
He later described hSsT&ntur ex- 
periences in the form of a jour- 
nal, entitled The Testing of 
Hearts (1989). 

After retiring from Tantur | 
back to England and to bus i 
home near Keele, Nfcholl con- , 
turned a very active life as a , 
retreat-giver, lecturer and 
writer. His major study Tri- 
umphs of the Spirit in Russia, a ' 
synthesis of many years of re- 
flection, was finally completed 
last summer, just as he was di- 
agnosed as suffering from in- 
operable cancer. It will be 
published by Darton, Long- 
man & Todd later this month. 

Nicholl was an academic who 
lived for his students, and a hu- 
man being who lived for friend- 
ship, concerned above all to 
further a culture of love - a 
word which came back and 
back on his lips in his final 
weeks. Married to Dorothy 
Tbrdoff, whom he had known 
since childhood, in July 1947, he 
died just short of their golden 
jubilee. It proved a wonderful 
partnership in which Dorothy 
provided, wherever they might 
be, the homely stability he 
needed to balance the life of a 
wandering scholar. 

Always a Yorkshireman at 
heart, Nicholl combined the 
strong sense of being a north- 
ern English person with a whol- 
ly international network of 
friends, among whom one could 
name Leonard Cheshire, Moth- 
er Thresa and Jean Vhnier. If he 
lacked the practicality which 
characterised those three great 
achievers, he more than made 
up for it in an at times almost 
uncanny power of perception. 

Donald Nicholl spent the 
nine months of his final Alness 
studying his Greek New Testa- 
ment and, occasionally, taping 
a few of his thoughts. When I 
visited him on the last Sunday 
of his life, he was still able to ask 
me in a whisper to bring him a 
copy of Recent Thought in Fo- 
cus so that he could point to a 
moving passage from Aelred of 
Rievaubc which he had includ- 
ed 45 years ago in an idiosyn- 
cratic appends on the meaning 
of friendship. The consistency 
of his pursuit of what, follow- 
ing Pascal, be liked to call “the 
knowledge of the heart", was 
never more clearly revealed 
Adrian Hastings 

Donald NichoU, historian and 
theologian : bom Halifax 23 July 
1923; Assistant Lecturer, Edin- 
burgh University 1943-52; Lec- 
turer and Reader in History, 
Keele University 1953-72, Pro- 
fessor of History 1972-74; Pro- 
fessor of History and Religious 
Studies, Unrvernty of California, 
Santa Cruz 1974-80; Rector, Ec- 
umenical Institute for Advanced 
Theological Studies, Tantur 
1981-85: Senior Research Fellow, 
Multifaith Centre, Sellyoak, 
Birmingham 1 985-S8; married 
1947 Dorothy Tordoff (one son, 
four daughters ); died Betley, 
Staffordshire 3 May 1997. 
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Straight Man: Whisky? Ybu 
shouldn't drink whisky! Look 
at me. I’m 52, but people take 
me for 30. That's because Eve 
never touched the stuff! 

Joey Faye: Well, 1 had an uncle 
who drank whisky every day of 
his life, and lived to be 83. And 
when he’d been dead three days 
he looked better than you do 
now. 

This was just one of an esti- 
mated 18,000, routines and 
sketches in the comedic reper- 
toire of the diminutive actor 
Joey Faye, once a headliner in 
burlesque. Geoige S. Kaufman 
and Moss Hart were fans, and 
asked Faye's permission to use 
his “Whisky Bit" in their 1939 
comedy The Man Who Came To 
Dinner. “George and Moss paid 
me back by booking me to play 
Banjo, the Harpo Marx char- 
acter, when the play toured," 
said Kaye. “They switched ray 
routine from whisky to candy. 
It still played." 

At the age of 21 Riye made 
his New York stage d£but at the 
Republic Theater, one of the 
chain of Minsky burlesque 
houses. He continued to work 
with the Minsky brothers until 
1937, when Mayor Fiorello La 
Guardia put an end to bur- 
lesque in New York. Faye’s 
first straight acting role was in 
the play Room Service (1938). 
He was cast as himself in Strip 
for Action (1942), Howard Lind- 
say and Russel Crouse’s doom- 
ed comedy about a burlesque 
company performing at an army 
camp. Life soon imitated ait 
when Fhye joined Marlene 


Joey Faye 


Dietrich's troupe, which enter- 
tained Allied servicemen 
throughout Europe and Africa 
during the Second World War. 

Faye had a key comedy role 
in Allah Be Praised! (1944), a 
musical backed by the depart- 
ment store millionaire Alfred 
Bloomingdale. After a chaotic 
out-of-town opening, Bloom- 
ingdale sought the help of the 
play-doctor Cy Howard, who sat 
through a performance and 

“Close the show 8 anffkeep the 
store open nights." None the 
less, Bloomingdale brought the 
show to Broadway, where it van- 
ished after 20 performances. 

“Little Joey Faye, a good bur- 
lesque comedian," wrote the 
New York Daily News , “works 
manfully with too little to do.” 

The Duchess Misbehaves (1946) 
was no better; its original star, 

Jadrie Gleason, wisely fled dur- 
ing the out-of-town try-out, 
and Faye unwisely stepped in, 
playing the lead for the musi- 
cal’s Broadway performances - 
all five of them. 

The following year Phil Sil- 
vers, who had worked with Faye 
in burlesque, invited him to play 
his fellow con-man in High But- 
ton Shoes , a musical which 
notched up 727 performances. 

They worked together again in 
the long-running Top Banana 
(1951), performing some vin- 
tage burlesque routines and 
repeating their roles in the film 
version (1954). 

In 1955 Faye played the 
hung-over survivor of a boozy 
party in Max Shulman ana 
Robert Paul Smith’s play The April 1. 


Tender Trap. He re-created the 
role the same year in MOM’S 
screen version, and the New 
York Times observed: “Joey 
Faye does a very funny short- 
take as something left over 
from the night before." His 
other films included That Touch 
of Mink (1962), Ten North Fred- 
erick (1958), North to Alaska 
(i960), How to Succeed in Busi- 
ness Without Realty Trying (1961), 
The Front (1976) and Once Upon 
a Time in America (1983). 

Faye made the first of his 
many television appearances 
as early as 1946. His Broadway 
theatre work also included Lit- 
tle Me (1962), Man of La Man- 
cha (1968) and 70, Girls, 70 
(1971). He wrote, directed and 
appeared in two compilations of 
vintage burlesque routines. In 
1976 he supported Jerry Lewis 
in a revival of Hellzapoppm ' 
which died during its out-of- 
town try-out. A similar fate be- 
fell a musical version of Strip for 
Action (1956) and Three Indel- 
icate Ladies (1947), a coraedy- 
roysteiy in which Bela Lugosi 
was inexplicably starred as a 

S mgster called Francis X. 
’Rourke. 

Joey Faye’s favourite role 
was Esrragon in Waiting for 
Godot (1959). 

IHck Vosburgh 

Joseph Antony PaUadino (Joey 
Faye), actor, comedian : bom 
New York City 12 July 1910 ; mar- 
ried fast Eileen Jerdans (marriage 
dissolved), secondly Ginna Carr 
(deceased), thirdly Judy Carlin; 
died Englewood, New Jersey 26 
April 1997. 


Frank Streeten 


islative draftsman and when 
the Federation collapsed in 
1963 he became a parliamentary 
draftsman in Zambia, where for 
three years he had the task of 
simplifying the country’s laws. 

But Streeten saw no future 
for himself or his family in 
Africa and in 1967 he came to 
London to look for a job. It was 
England's good fortune that he 
spotted an advertisement for a 
vacancy at the newly founded 
Law Commission when he was 
enquiring about settling in 
British Columbia. For it was at 
the Law Commission, and in the 
field of statute law revision, that 
Streeten came into his own. 


Repealing outworn Acts of 
Parliament Is not an exercise to 
be taken on by anyone wantonly 
or unadvisedly. Indeed, the first 
time I met Streeten, we were 
concerned to reinstate a 1777 
act which bad been repealed by 
mistake. Connoisseurs of this 
unusual art form will find his 
imaginative solution in Section 
2 of the Statute Law (Repeals) 
Act 1993. 

In 1993, one of my first jobs 
as chairman of the Law Com- 
mission was to sign Streeten’s 
last report. I did so with pride. 
The report recommended the 
repeal, in whole or in part, of 
over 600 Acts which had been 


“identified, after detailed re- 
search and consultation, as be- 
fog spent, obsolete, unnecessary 
or otherwise not now of prac- 
tical utility". The 1677 Act 
which set up a judicial inquiry 
into “the late dreadful fire in 
Southwark" went that year, as 
did most of the Servants’ Char- 
acters Act of 1792. These tests 
of uselessness were the tests 
Streeten perfected. And per- 
fectionism in research and con- 
sultation was his warchword. I 
sometimes wish that some of 
our parliamentary masters 
might Warn from his techniques. 

His love of literature, too, was 
never far away. An 1887 repeal 


gave him the opportunity to re- 
visit Thackeray’s description of 
Colonel Rawdon Crawley’s so- 
journ into a sponge ing house fo 
Vanity Fair. And at the final 
demise of the Beerhouse Act 
1830, he quoted Sydney Smith's 
letter to John Murray: “The new 
Beer Bill has begun its opera- 
tion. Everybody is drunk . . . 
The sovereign people are fo a 
beastly state." 

Nobody has more richly de- 
served appointment as CBE, 
which he received in 1991. 
When he retired fo 1993, the 
Law Commissioners spoke of “a 
remarkable, perhaps unique 
period of public service devot- 


Murray Kempton 
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New York is fo mourning for 
Murray Kempton. the reporter 

on his bicyrie, negotiating m his 

seventies the hazards of Man- 
hattan's avenues, moving be- 
tween assignments as thougn 
they were his first and only and 
listening, always, to his classical 
compact discs that bung around 
his neck like some kind of trib- 
al necklace, a sign that he was 
of a different caste. And what 
a caste it was. “The man has 
brought more honour to news- 
papers than anyone in my life- 
time,” said his fellow colunumt 
Jimmy Breslin, who should 
know. 

Kempton was HI- Mencken, 
reborn. Different, apart. What 
he saw and what he reported, 
no one else saw and no else 
would have even spotted be- 
cause they hadn’t gpt his eye, 
though they struggled mightily. 
And that’s the reason why most 
of us, most of the time, had to 
read his sentences over and over 
again. They might as well have 
been in Latin, or Greek, for all 
we could have written them, 
never mind the deciphering. But 
they glowed, that we knew. 
And they did sing. 

During his 45 years as a jour- 
nalist. Kempton worked for 
the New York Post, the New York 
Reiiew of Books, the defunct 
World Telegram and Sun, as a ra- 
dio commentator for CBS, and 
finally for Newsday since 1981 . 
He wrote mote than 10,000 col- 
umns. He was a liberal, but 
hated political labels and con- 
founded those who tried to put 
them on him by having friends 
on ail sides. Richard Nixon was 
among them. Bill Clinton was 
not 

No president, no mayor, no 
vicar, no Mafia boss, no puffed- 
up bureaucrat, pop-singer or de- 
livery boy was quite the same 
after Murray Kempton had 
been in his neighbourhood tak- 
ing fo the vibes. They talked of 
his gift for irony, his passion for 
paradox; his incomparable 
knack for laying low the lofti- 
est of men and women, nicely 
t hough. Bui fo the end it was his 
honesty and his plain courage 
that shone through. He would 
have no truck with soppy sen- 
timent, no time for pettifogging, 
no inch to spare for self- 
indulgence, or aggrandisement. 
He was of Scottish stock, orig- 
inally, he used to remind me as 
though it was important, and it 
may have been. .Although his 
ancestors, at least some of 
them, bad been Catholic bish- 
ops. Well, why not? 

Kempton was, partly, a man 
of the streets, which is the only 
thing to be fo New York, not just 
because a bicycle affords an un- 
usual view. 'Ey any other route, 
among the many seductions 
offered every day, ‘frump Tow- 
er, the Plaza, Mortimer’s, a 
lunch table at the Royalton 
with the champagne socialists, 
a cocktail at Pravda’s with the 
bond-traders and the result 
willy-nilly, is co-option. The 
chain gang. Kempton deftly 
avoided all this and won many 
prizes, including the most- 
coveted Pulitzer for bis columns 
in Newsday. Anyone who wish- 
es can read some of them fo a 
fine compilation entitled Re- 
bellions, Perversities and Main 


Events (1994), about which he vr , 
said the editor was very good - 
“He picked them afl, not me." 

In these pages you will Sudani 
endless parade of A meri ca n Kfi pr 
Paul Robeson and MalcohaX^ 
Bessie Smith and Louis Arhtf* 
strong, Dwight Eisenhower rodji. ; 
Ronald Reagan. Th e bopK| g y v 
cover has an artist’s drawing^-;, 
lifelike, of Kempton neat tollij^ 
famous bicycle, which is hojtJf . 
will always now remember fcafo'-jgV' 
The other Kempton wasT^s^ ■ 
one L a foreign amraM;.. 
fo the US smee the 1970s, knpfc 
better. In the United Nation^ 
where I once had an office^* - 
courtesy of a British journal^. 
Kempton would arrive, bicyrie 
clips and record player fo ha5l£f?> 
and sit on the edge of my deafej. 
and talk. God, could hetai£ 3 fc£ 
was not that I was anxious tbgo.r . 

. anywhere, to escape. To w4bk : 
sanctuary could one poshly 
slither in the corridors oftfe 4 $-/ 
UN? And never, anyway, when/ -, 
Kempton was there to expound’ . 
and elucidate on this or tfeifi 
guerrilla faction, fonctianfogfi 
sporadically somewhere, 
distance that seemed so ferae* ;. ' 
moved from the East Riyes^ 
upon which we gazed as to be, # r . 
well nowhere. But Kempton air ^ 
ways made it seem somewhere, «- 
by historical reference ami? 7 . 
anecdote, brilliant memory or : 
even personal encounter, •' \ 
There was the occasional; • 
out-of-town trip. One was - 
Reagan presidential excursion , 
to Russia, a “summit" so-caHtuT* ' 
before the fall of the Evil 'Em-, - - 
pire. In order to give the Gipv- 
per a decent night’s sleep wp..K - 
had landed fo Finland. Kemp-.: . 
ton was despondent on arrival. 5 ' ■ 

' There was a brass band, a dak., 
and some soldiers presenting': 
their rifles to us in perfect bar- * - 
mony. But for one who had coy? 
ered Charlie Parker’s funeral Y- 
understood that this could noK • 
have been a big deal. Kempfon ; 
was wearing a raincoat, wnkfe^. 
was unusual and a bad rign/ajL- 
sort of a resignation to gloom - v 
in Scandinavia. . . _, v t 

The next morning, at the; 
nice hotel, we were havfog ; 
breakfast. “How do you like Fin- , . 
land, Murray?" we asked, those 
of us who had awakened. Rea- ' 
gan was still asleep. “I think, 
he began, “that Richard Ferte 
is right . . .” (Richard Perie was 
an insufferable anti-Soviet . . . 
courtier of Reagan’s entourage 
who saw SS-20 missiles under . 
every table napkin, even in Fin- 1 
land.) “I think, I mean I hope," 
said Kempton, “that Richard ' 
Perie is right That every conn- - 
try, sooner or later, is subject to ' ■ 
Finlandisation. I justhope they . 
hurry it up.” We ail applauded . . 
because we all agreed, as we 
always did, or most of us. 

Kempton once said, ‘There’s 
no excuse for kicking somebody 
unless he’s up.” Murray Kemp- 
ion used to kick people who 
were up aB the time, and though 
he was half their weight and 
underpaid it was beautiful to Jr 
watch. Quite beautiful. ^ 

Peter Pringle 

James Murray Kempton, jour- 
nalist: bom Baltimore, Mary- 
land 16 December 1917; twice 
married { three sons, one daugh- 
ter); died NewYork 5 May 1997. - 
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ed to the simplification of the 
statute book". Looking back on 
it now, I am sure it was indeed 
unique. 

Henry Brooke 

Reginald Hawkins {Frank) 
Streeten, barrister bom Bloem- 
fontein , South Africa 19 March 
1923 : Crtnvn Counsel and Legal 
Draftsman, South Rhodesia and 
Federation of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland 1952-63; called to the 
Bar, South Rhodesia 1959; Par- 
liamentary Draughtsman, Zam- 
bia 1964-66; Member of Legal 
Staff, Law Commission 1967-93 , 
Head of Statute Law Revision, 
Law Commission 1978-93, Sec- 
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Streeten: simplifying statutes 

may 19S1-S2; CBE 1992; Le- 
gal Consultant to the Home Of- 
fice 1994-96; married 1962 
Bodile mstergren - (two sons); 
died 4 April 1997: 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

GORARTh Tb Angela and Mjchnel, an> 
o tiler soa. Dominic Michael Francis, 
on 3 May. A grandson for Rqy. BiU 
and Antoinette. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 



'™ , " : ABnuU AmnK d Uh> 

■cmh « reception In ml nMl* LtMI .« Frlunfa of 
[hr Kmf Mmdca NKS rnu< Lonimt rn ihe Muium 
Hnutc. Loudon EC4 

Changing of the Guard 

Ok HttKtb'U CotJty Mounted Rrndieu mount 
OKOwoicljfcCuanJM HMmfiwfdniwcFClwi- 

- i'lfwwn Guonh. 


Birthdays 

Mr Scobie Breasley, jockey, Si Miss 
Teresa Brewer, actress, 66; Lord 
Briggs, historian, 76; Mr Peter Carey, 
writer, 54; Sir Charles Cunningham, 
former senior civil servant, 91; Mr 
Tim Collins MP, 33; Professor Alan 
Cuchbert, Master, Fitzwhliam Col- 
lege, Cambridge, 65; Sir Reay Ged- 
des. former chairman, Dunlap, S5; 
Professor Robert Goodden, architect, 
88; Sir James Gowans, former deputy 
chairman. Medical Research Coun- 
cil, 73; The Right Rev Robert Hafl- 
iday, former Bishop of Brechin, 65; 
Mr Robin Hanbnry-Tenison, explor- 
er and author, 61; Mr David Hatch, 
former adviser to the Director- 
General, BBC. 58; Sir Lenox Hewn, 
industrialist, 80; Sir Michael Hopkins, 
architect, 62; Lord Rirkhill, former 
Lord Provost of Aberdeen, 67; Mr 
David Leach, potter. 86; Mr Calum 
Macdonald MP, 41; Dr Tbny OTteO- 
ty, chairman, president and chief ex- 
ecutive, t-LLHeinz, 61; Mr Richard 
O'Sullivan, actor, 53; Mr John 
Padcrvan, chairman, Mabey Holdings. 
59; Mrs Ruth Prawcr Jhabvala. 
wriier, 70; Mr William Pvbus, former 
chairman, AAH Holdings, 74; Mr 
i Christopher Saunders. Headmaster, 
Lancing College, S7; Miss Eliza- 
beth Sddcrstrom, soprano, 70; Mr 
Clive Sole? MP, 58; Mr David Tbra- 
linson, actor, 80; Sir Alan Traill, for- 
mer Lord Mayor of London, 62; 
Maj-Gen Henry Woods. Vice Lord- 

Lieutenant, North Yorkshire, 73. 


Anniversaries ■ , 

Births: Robert Browning, poet, 2812; . 
Johannes Brahms, composer, 1833; 
Gary Cooper, actor, 1901; Maria Eva 
Duane Perdn, Argentinian leader, 
1919. Deaths: Caspar David Fried- i 
rich, landscape painter, 1840; WUiiam 
Hesketh Lever, first Viscount Lev- 
erhulme, soap millionaire, 1925; 
Max Miller, comedian. 1963. On this 
d ays the first Theatre Royal. Drury 
Lane, opened in London, 1663; 
HMS Victory, Nelson’s flagship, was 
launched at Chatham. 1765; the 
qualifying age of women voters was 
reduced from 30 to 21 (.the “Flappers' 
Vote"), 1928. Ibday is the Feast Day 
of St Domidan of MaesccKht, St John 
of Beverley, St Letard or Uudbard 
and Saints Serenicus and Serenus. 

Lectures 

Tate Gallery: Jonathan Blackwood, 
“Developments in English Sculpture 
1880-1935”, 1pm. 

Rothschild CoDertfoo, Waddcsdoa 
Manor, Buckinghamshire: Nicola 
Kalinsky, “Sense and Sensibility: in- 
stinct and intellect in the portraits of 
Reynolds, Gainsborough and Rom- 
ney", llam. 

John Gregory 
A Thao&givnig Service for the life of 
John Gregory wflj be held on Satur- 
day 31 May at 12 noon in St James's 
Church, Piccadilly, London Wl. 


Court’s jurisdiction to order production of documents 


Canadian "bust v S token berg; 
Court of Appeal (Lord Justice 
Nonrse, Lord Justice MDlen and 
Lord Justice Ward) 28 April 1997 

The High Court had jurisdiction 
to order the production of doc- 
uments which were required to 
establish the jurisdiction of the 
court to try tile action. 

The plaintiffs appealed ag- 
ainst an order of Rattee J, dis- 
missing their application for 
orders against third parties for 
tiie production of documents on 
the defendants’ application for 
the service of the writ to be set 
aside for want of jurisdiction. 

The plaintiffs sought ro 
recover the proceeds of in- 
ternational frauds. The main 
proceedings were brought in 
England, basing the jurisdiction 
on the alleged domicile of the 
first defendant in the United 
Kingdom within the meaning of 
the Civil Jurisdiction and Judg- 
ments Act 19S2 at the relevant 
date, which was either as the 
plaintiffr contended, the date 
of issue of the writ, or, as the 


defendants contended, die dace 
of service. 

For the plaintiffs' protec- 
tion the judge agreed that 
service of the writ could be de- 
layed until protective orders 
were in place. 

The defendants challenged 
the Jurisdiction of the court, 
maintaining that the plaintiffs 
had insufficient evidence to 
establish the first defendant’s 
domicile at the relevant date. 

The plaintiffs applied for 
ordere against a number of 
banks and other bodies re- 
quiting production of copies of 
documents in their possession 
which were likely to furnish ev- 
idence of the first defendant’s 
address at the relevant date. 

Christopher CarrQC ami Philip Sfar- 
riieU ( Denton HaB) for the plaintiffs; 
Andrew Hochhauser QC and Martin 
Griffiths (Richards Butler) for the sec- 
ond. seventh 10th, 15th. 16(h and 18th 
defendants; Tam Ivory (Rttldssons) for 
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7 May 1997 

the fourth defendant; Joe Smouha 
(Baker & McKenzie ) for the 21th de- 
fendant. The other defendants did not 
appear and were not represented 

Lord Justice Mfllett said that 
the question fo the appeal was 
whether it was a proper exer- 
cise of discretion to refuse 
to make an order for the pro- 
duction of documents at an 
interlocutory hearing on the 
sole ground that they were 
wanted fo order to establish the 
jurisdiction of the court. 

Hie judge had treated the 
matter as one of principle, not 
discretion. He bad refused the 
application on the ground that, 
where the issue was one of 
jurisdiction, the court would not 
lend its process to a plaintiff 
to enable him to establish 
jurisdiction- 

That reasoning confused two 
different jurisdictions. One was 
the jurisdiction to try the action, 


derived from the Brussels Con- 
vention and the Civil Jurisidc- 
tion and Judgments Act 1982 
It depended on whether the 
first defendant was domiciled 
fo the United Kingdom at the 
relevant date. 

The other was the court’s in- 
herent jurisdiction to decide 
whether it had jurisdiction to ay 
the issues fo the action. 

The High Court was a court* 
of unlimited jurisdiction. That 
did not mean that its jurisdic- 
tion was universal and unre- 
stricted. It meant that, unlike 
inferior courts and tribunals, it 
had jurisdiction to deride the 
existence and limits of its own 
jurisdiction. It followed that the 
judge's derision should be set 
aside. It was not, however, ap- 
propriate for the Court of Ap- 
peal to exercise the discretion 
and accordingly the plaintiffs’ 
application would be restored 
for hearing by the judge. 


He would have to decide 
where the greatest risk of in- 
justice lay, but to bear in mind 
that interlocutory hearings to 
establish the right to bring an 

action should not be tnrnCTlmto 
mini-trials of the action itself. 

His Lordship expressed his 
personal disquiet at a rule, 
said to be a rule of our own do- 
mestic law, which made the ju- 
risdiction of the court depend 
on circumstances . prevailing 
long after what, on any realis- 
tic appraisal of the position, was 
the commencement of the pro- 
ceedings. As the' present case 
demonstrated, such a rule was 
capable of working serious in- 
justice, and might need to be re- 
considered at the highest leveL 

In the meantime it was at 
least arguably incumbent on the 
court not to aggravate the pos- 
sible injustice by withholding 
the assistance which it could, 
properly rive to parties seeking, 
to establish hs jurisdiction at the 
relevant date. . - 

Kate OTOanlon, Barrister 


i few 
; • ■. 1 

1 


: 

Ifc ' 
f>‘- ‘ : 
m- • 

-iif- 

■ 

vjv.-. 













































































































20 


business & city 

Business news desk: tel 0171-293 2636 fax 0171-293 2098 %/ 


WEDNESDAY 7 MAY I99T • THE INDEPENDENT 

Financial Journal 
OF THE YEAR 




BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR: JEREMY WARNER 


4 


At last, independence for the Bank 


Chancellor’s move heralds 
cheaper long-term money 


Diane Coyle 
and Nic Cicutti 


Gordon Brown's snap decision 
lo grant the Bank of England its 
immediate independence was 
greeted with amazement and 
delight by the financial markets 
yesterday. 

Die expected rise of a quar- 
ter point in base rates, to 6.25 
per cent, added to the general 
City satisfaction. But home- 
owners will face higher mort- 
gage costs as several big lenders 
increased their rates in reactioa, 
raising the monthly cost of a 
home loan by about £13 for a 
typical £50,000 mortgage. 

Share prices leapt to a new 
record, and the interest premi- 
um on British government debt 
fell by almost half a percentage 
point. 

The Chancellor said the pre- 
vious arrangements of monthly 
meetings between his predeces- 
sor and the Governor of the Bank 
of England had not generated 
enough confidence. “The per- 
ception that monetary polity 
derisions have been dominated 
by short-term political consid- 
erations has grown." he said. 

He said the Bank would have 
the operational independence to 
set interest rates in order to 
achieve the inflation target. “I 
want British economic success to 
be built on the solid rock of pru- 
dent and consistent economic 
management, not the shifting 
sands of boom and bust," he said. 

The FTSE 100 index climbed 
above 4,500 for the first time, 
ending nearly 64 points higher 
at 4,519.3. Gills soared to then- 
highest level for three years as 
the premium over German 
bunds declined sharply. In a less 
welcome response, the pound 
also moved higher, with the 
sterling index rising nearly a 
point lo 100.6. 


has caught all of us in the 
markets on the hop." 

Michael Hughes, head of 
research at BZW. said: “The 
Government has taken an im- 
portant and long overdue step 
towards achieving the end of 
stabilising the economy." 

David Currie, a professor at 
the London Business School 
and Labour peer, agreed: "This 
is a very important break with 
the past." 

Eddie George. Governor of 
the Bank of England, was. not 
surprisingly, delighted. “We will 
not be distracted by political 
considerations. We are doing a 
technical job." he said. 

Mr George, who revealed 
that be had learnt about the 
Ian on Monday morning, said 
would not have sought more 


t 


Main reforms 


■ BoE given responsibility for 
setting interest rates 


■ Government (an resume 
control of interest rates 
‘in national interest’ 


» Monthly meetings between 
Chancellor and Governor 
to be abolished 


Creation of post of second 
deputy gpvemar of Bank 


New Monetary Policy 
Committee created 


• Court of Bank reconstituted 


• BoETs rule as Government 
agent for sale of gifts 
transferred to Treasury 


Most experts, in the City and 
Cban- 


ouiside. welcomed the 
cellor s derision. Economists 
said base rales might rise by more 
than the}' otherwise would in the 
short term, but long-term bor- 
rowing costs would be lower. 

James Bartv, an economist at 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, 
said: "It's a stroke of genius. It 


independence than the Chan- 
cellor had offered, as the setting 
of the policy toilets was right- 
ly a political matter. 

The Banks new independence 
takes effect immediately. The 
Government will continue to set 
the inflation target which it has 
said will be at least as tough as 
the current 15 percent objective. 
But a new monetary policy com- 
mittee at the Bank will set inter- 
est rates to achieve the target by 


majority vote. The committee will 
consist of the Governor, his 
deputy, a new second deputy, 
two Bank executive directors, 
and four monetary experts ap- 
pointed from outside the Bank. 

These four will be Bank 
officials, although not neces- 
sarily frill time. They will, how- 
ever, have to give up all outside 
commercial interests. 

The main concern City econ- 
omists bad about Mr Brown's 
move was whether these new ap- 
pointments would be subject to 
political pressures. Simon Briscoe 
at Nikko Europe, said: “You 
could just get a range of Labour 
Party supporters 'making the 
judgement. That's not indepen- 
dence in any meaningful way." 

The committee, whose mem- 
bership will be announced as 
soon as possible, will be ac- 
countable to the Treasury Select 
Committee of the House of 
Commons. Gavyn Davies, chief 
economist at Goldman Sachs 
and considered a frant-annaer 
for the new deputy governorship, 
said: '‘This is an incentive for the 
Treasury committee to get bet- 
ter. This will be the prime form 
of political accountability.” 

The Chancellor's decision to 
raise interest rates on the 
Bank’s advice yesterday, over- 
shadowed by the more dra- 
matic move, gained a more 
mixed reaction. 

Mr Brown admitted that the 
strength of sterling meant there 
was a policy dilemma, and said 
the Government wanted a sta- 
ble and competitive pound over 
the medium term. 

Two surveys yesterday high- 
lighted the dilemma. The 
monthly services indicator from 
the Chartered Institute of Pur- 
chasing and Supply showed fur- 
ther strong growth in the sector 
leading to higher wags costs. But 
a CBI industrial survey showed 
that manufacturers in all but one 
region bad had lo cut their 
prices because the exchange 
rate was hitting export orders. 

The increase in base rates will 
also hit borne owners. 

Mortgage lenders reacted 
within hours by increasing then- 
rates by an average of 035 per 
cent to about 7.6 per cent. 



Chancellor rings the changes: Gordon Brown at the Treasury Photograph: Edward Sykes 


The move was justified by 
lenders as being almost in- 
evitable after 'months of delib- 
erately keeping rates down. 

Andrew Pople, managing di- 
rector of the retail division at 
Abbey National, whose tiered 
rates rose by a similar amount, 
said: "An increase in base rates 
had been expected for some 
months ... and the proposed 
independence for the Bank 
may mean that further base rate 
changes are possible in 1997." 


But Mr Pople added that he 
did not foresee mortgage in- 
terest rare rises on the scale of 
the early 1990s during the pre- 
sent Labour administration. 

The Halifax, which also raised 
the cost of its mortgages by 0.35 
per cent, stressed The rates in- 
crease would be welcomed by 
millions of savers, who outnum- 
berered borrowers seven to one. 

Mike Blackburn, chief exec- 
utive at the Halifax, said: “Mfe do 
not believe this increase will hall 


the recovery. Mortgage rates are 
elatn 


still at a relatively low level.' 

Coventry Building Society also 
joined other lenders in raising its 
rates. Northern Rock stressed that 
the 6.09 per cent' variable rates 
from its newly launched tele- 
phone arm would remain un- 
changed for the moment. 

Mr Brown said: “We are 
setting out a framework to end 
the boom and bust instability of 
recent years." 

Comment, page 21 


Business chiefs welcome 
Brown’s historic decision 


Michael Harrison 
and Chris Godsmark 


Business leaders yesterday wel- 
comed Labour’s historic move 
to grant the Bank of England in- 
dependence in setting monetary 
policy although there was not 
universal support for the latest 
base rate rise. 

Adair Turner, director- 
general of the Confederation of 
British Industry, said he very 
much welcomed the decision 
describing it as “a useful move 
in an intelligent direction". In 
a statement, the employers' or- 
ganisation added: “Business 
has pressed for month-to- 
montb interest rate derisions to 
be clearly free of political in- 
fluence. This move will en- 
hance the credibility of the 
UK’s monetary policy, and over 
time lower the cost of finance 
for industry by reducing the risk 
premium in UK interest rates." 

The CBI said that the tight- 
ening in monetary policy rep- 
resented by the quarter-point 
increase in interest rates was 
necessary against the back- 
ground of strong consumer de- 
mand. However, it urged the 
Chancellor Gordon Brown to 
use his first budget to raise per- 
sonal taxes, thusmalring further 
base rate rises less necessary. 

- This polity mix would reduce 
the imbalanace in fortunes at pre- 
sent between exporters, whose 
profits are being hit badly by a 
strong sterling and domestic ser- 
vice industries, where inflation 
pressures are increasing." 

British Steel is expected to de- 
liver a similar message to Gor- 
don Brown later this week when 
it sets out its views on how to 
curb inflation. The company has 
been one of the hardest hit by 
the appreciation of sterling, 
every 10 pfenning rise against 
the German mark knocking 
£100m from its profits. 

John Browne, chief executive 
of British Petroleum, the UK's 
largest company, echoed the 
feelings of many senior indus- 
trialists at the prospect of 
greater stability in economic 


Institute of Directors, which had 
been less than enthusiastic about 
Labour before the election. Tim 
Melville-Ross, IoD director- 
generaL said: •‘You can’t accuse 
him of letting the grass grow un- 
der his feeL" Despite the con- 
cern ofloD members dependent 


on the export trade Mr MefviUe- 
said the ir 


Ross said the interest rate rise 
was “about right". a*--. 

He continued: “My onS* : 
reservation about an indepen- 
dent central bank was remov- 
ing all political control. But Mr 
Brown has answered that by 
having an inflation target set "by 
Government. It's a pretty re- 
stricted freedom, though." 

But exporters grappling with 
the strength of the pound, which 
has risen in value by 25 per cent 
over the past year, said the im- 
mediate outlook appeared even 
more bleak. Ironically the En- 
gineering Employers’ Ffedera- 


^ You can’t 
accuse [Gordon 
Brown] of 
letting the 
grass grow 
under his feet 9 


tion (EEF) had written , 
Gordon Brown yesterday morn- 
ing , before the dramatic an- 
noucements. urging him to 
tighten economic policy through 
tax increases and spending cuts 
rather than interest rate hikes. 
The EEF feared that an inde- 
pendent bank would make the 


pound even jstronger. 

' r, EEF 


policy making. “Clearly this is 
i. The track record 


a good move. 

of independent central banks in 
Europe is pretty good." he said. 

The announcement added to 
Mr Brown's credibility with the 


Jeremy Miller, EEF external 
affaire director, said: “Exchange 
rates are still affecting our 
members considerably. We’d 
rather he’d have taken a dif- 
ferent measure than todays 
rate increase. If an independent 
bank makes the pound stronger 
then we are against it."# 

The House Builders' Feder- 
ation attacked the rate rise, 
saying there was no evidence of 
widespread inflation in the 
housing market nor any serious 
risk of it in the immediate future. 



investors^ - 


German 
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DTI role for 
Lord Hollick 


Michael Harrison 


Lord Hollick, chief executive of 
United News and Media and 
one of Labour’s most prominent 
business supporters, is set to be 
appointed special adviser to 
Margaret Beckett, the new 
President of the Board of Trade. 

The media peer has long 
been a close confidante of the 
Prime Minister Tony Blair and 
was one of the handful of top 
executives chosen to promote 
Labour’s Business Manifesto 
during the election campaign. 

His appointment would invite 
comparison with the role that 



Hollick: Set to be Margaret 
Beckett's special adviser 


Lord Sterling, chairman of 
P&O, played under successive 
Conservative . trade and 
industry secretaries during the 
1980s. Lord Sterling acted as a 
special adviser to five secre- 
taries of state between 1982 and 
1990. 

Lord Hollick was born in 
Southampton in 1945. the son 
of a French polisher, went to the 
local grammar school and 
joined the Labour party when 
he was 15. He went into the 
City, becoming the youngest 
director of Hambros Bank, 
before being asked to rescue a 
failing bank which he went on 
to rename MAI, the company 
with which he made his fortune. 

Whitehall sources were 
stressing yesterday that Lord 
Hollick, whose United News 
and Media group owns the Ex- 
press titles and the Anglia and 
Meridian television franchises, 
would not be Mis Beckett’s only 
adviser. 

Each member of the Cabinet 
is expected to be allowed to ap- 
point two political advisers. 
One other name mentioned as 
a potential special adviser to 
Mrs Beckett is Professor Mark 
Taylor, who played an important 
role in Mrs Beckett's inner 
team before the election. 


Gavyn Davies is top contender 
for new role in monetary policy 


Possible shape of new monetary committee 


Gavyn Davies, chief economist 
at Goldman Sachs, has emerged 
as (he leading contender for a 
newly created position of joint 
deputy governor of the Bank of 
England. The appointment 
would give him a leading role 
in setting monetary policy fol- 
lowing yesterday's dramatic de- 
cision by Gordon Brown to 
hand responsibility for shifts in 
interest rates over to the Bank. 

Such an appointment would 
also put Mr Davies in pole po- 
sition for the governorship 
when Eddie George's tenure 
ends next May. He is one of the 
most respected of City econo- 
mists - as well as being an In- 
dependent columnist - and his 
wife. Sue Nyc, is Gordon 
Brown’s assistant. 

The Chancellor’s unexpected 
move, which gave effective in- 
dependence to the Bank 51 
years after it was nationalised 
by Clement Attlee's landslide 
Labour administration, marked 
a dramatic shift in the new 
Chancellor's attitude lo an in- 
dependent Bank that was greet- 
ed with unconditional approval 
by financial markets. Bond and 
equity traders now expect in- 
flation and interest rates to 
stay low and the pound to 
weaken from its recent strength- 


The Chancellor’s dramatic move marks 
the end of the ‘Ken and Eddie Show’ but 
will bring new faces into the limelight 


The move, which was dubbed 
the most far-reaching in the 
Bank's 300-year history, drew 
the final curtain on the “Ken 
and Eddie Show", as the 
monthly meetings between the 
former Chancellor Ken Clarke 
and the Bank’s governor Eddie 
George were affectionately 
known, bringing to an end the 
increasingly personalised en- 
counters that had characterised 
the setting of monetary policy. 

The expected appointment of 
Gavyn Davies to the deputy gov- 
ernorship is part of the creation 
of a monetary policy committee 
which will comprise the governor, 
his two deputies and six other 
members. Four of the committee 
will be government appoint- 
ments who are recognised experts 
in monetary policy. 

Academia is well represent- 
ed in the list of those being 
tipped for the remaining slots 
on the committee, with the 
odds shortening on David ' 
Currie, a London Business 
School professor and working 


Labour peer, Charles Goodhart, 
a former Bank of England ad- 
viser who is currently a profes- 
sor at the London School of 
Economics. Richard Portes, 
from the London Business 
School, and John Flemming, an- 
other ex-Bank man from 
Nuffield College. Oxford. 

Runners and riders from the 
City include Tim Congdon, a 
Treasury wise person and hard- 
line monetarist and Paul Mor- 
timer-Lee, chief economist at 
Paribas. 

It is thought an industrialist 
is likely to feature on the com- 
mittee! with Sir David Simon of 
BP a possibility. 

The committee will meet 
once a month to decide whether 
interest rates need to be 
changed, using a government-set 
inflation rate" target l currently 
2.5 per cent) as a benchmark. 
Any changes will be announced 
immediately, with the minutes 
of the meetings released with- 
in six weeks of the meeting. 

The removal of interest rate 


decisions from the Chancellor 
marks a dramatic shift towards 
a fully independent central 
bank. 

The new regime is under- 
stood to have been modelled on 
New Zealand’s, where the cen- 
tral bank is also charged with 
meeting a government-set in- 
flation rate target In Europe, 
the French and German central 
banks are given a more gen- 
uinely independent remit of 
achieving “price stability”, 
which they determine. 

The proposed changes end 
the Chancellor's monthly meet- 
ings with the governor of the 
Bank. Norman Lamoni estab- 
lished that formal ritual back in 
October 1992 in the wake of 
sterling’s crash out of the ERM 
when a commitment arose to 
keep to a strict inflation target 
which the Bank would have a 
part in setting. 

It was Mr Clarke's innovation 
in 1994. soon after his appoint- 
ment, which saw minutes pub- 
lished six weeks after each 
meeting, bringing interest rate 
policy out into the open. The 
meetings were peppered with 
sharp disagreements between 
the MrCIaike and the Governor. 


Tom Stevenson 
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The right move, without a shadow of a doubt 




'/Yesterday's 
announcement was 
.f .enough to take a lull 
half-a-percentage 
; point off long-tent) 

• interest rates, if that’s 

■' surrendering half 
r your job does for the 
economy, we’ll have 

• more of that please’ 


f/prdon Brown's conversion to the cause 
01 independently determined raon- 
fhSLS? • has becn su«* a swift one that 
et r ccntric approach he eventually 
^aopts should come as no surprise. It wasn’t 
so many yean ago that the new Chancellor 
against 11 altogether, though to be fair 
a F*P led for some little while now 
England independence is “a 
buonuiing m principle - an acceptance thai 
nnd ns expression in the curious hotch- 
of J ha,f - w ay house proposals he 
announced a couple of months bade 

, , e S P^ of Mr Brown’s passage from 
rh^L!? nSaU ^ a ii toiy ^mpromise position to 
the present frill embrace has surprised eveiy- 

r™ 001 J 6351 bccause U P untifyeslerday Mr 
Brown always insisted that the Bank would 
U®f.® to earn its independence. Is this, then, 
policy on the hoof, policy made in haste for 
the headlines and | 

tabushing Mr Brown's creden tials as a great 
re orming chancellor? Such a momentous 
cnangc, once the principle of independence 
is accepted, surely demands a period of pub- 
uc consultation and consideration before 
avoiding on the structure 10 cany it out? 

Il is not hard to pick holes in the detail of 
MrtJrown p 1 ^ What is proposed is a pccu- 
hariy British approach to the probletreThe 
Chancellor is like Tony Benri deciding on the 
tuiuxe of nuclear power. He’s gone for the 
made in Britain, advanced gas cooled rcac- 
*9*" option, and the design faults are already 
obvious. Certainly what is proposed is sub- 


stantively different to the existing great inde- 
pendent central banks of the world, the 
Federal Reserve Bank in the US and the 
Bundesbank in Germany. The most marked 
similarity is with the approach adopted in 
New Zealand, but should we really be look- 
ing to a country of only 3 million people to 
set our economic agenda? 

The Government will continue to set the 
main parameters of policy - namely the 
inflation target and perhaps also a semi-offi- 
cial exchange rate target too. That is not the 
case in Germany and the US. Moreover, die 
Chance Hot’s approach is also distinguished 
by the mechanisms he has chosen for mak- 
ing monetary policy more accountable both 
to the Government and the countiy than it 
often is in other parts of the world. 

The monetary committee that mil decide 
on interest-rate policy will in practice be 
appointed entirely by the Chancellor. Four 
members arc automatically appointed by 
him, the Governor and two deputy gover- 
nors will eventually be appointed by him. and 
the two Bank of England career men will 
have to be approved by him. It con readily 
be seen that the scope for ‘‘cronyism’' is quite 
marked. The same is true of the Court of the 
Bank of England where the Chancellor will 
be making four of his own people directors 
as soon as possible. The Court will then pro- 
gressively be made to reflect the country’s 
various regions and interest groups. Quite 
how “independent'* the Bank will he by the 
end of this process is anyone's guess. 


However, all these criticisms are nit- 
picking when set against the magnitude of 
the decision, which without a shadow of a 
doubt is the right one for any government, 
more so for an unproven Labour adminis- 
tration always likely to face an uphill struggle 
in establishing credibility with the markets. 
By tying his hands to an independent mon- 
etary policy, Mr Brown should be able to 
avoid those perennial financial crises that 
have bedevilled previous Labour govern- 
ments, sapping them of their vitality and 
derailing their policies. 

For John Redwood and Kenneth Clarke 
to say, as they did yesterday, that the new 
Chancellor is giving away most of his job is 
poppycock. Yesterday's announcement was 
enough of itself to take a full half-a-per- 
cent age -point off long-term interest rates. 


their German equivalent for the first lime 
in recent memoiy. If that's what surrender- 
ing half your job does for the economy, well 
have more of that please. 

But let’s not get too carried away in the 
euphoria of revolution. There is one obvi- 
ous difficulty with the new arrangements, 
one quite dear area with potential for con- 
flict - the strength of the pound. The more 
hawkish monetary policy likely to be 
advanced by an independent Bank only rein- 
forces that strength, fighting against the 
economy's need and the Government’s 
desire for a more acceptable exchange rate. 


As thing; stand we risk returning to the dog 
days of the ERM, when a combination of high 
exchange rate and short-term interest rates 
perpetuated deep recession- Here the solu- 
tion is in the Chance Uor’shands, however. If 
he coots the economy with a rather tighter fis- 
cal policy, then the Bank win be able to ease 
off on short-term interest rales and the 
pound wfl] begin to fall back once more. The 
Chancellor has shown himse lf capable of bold 
and decisive action: let's hope be can follow 
it through m the rest of economic policy. 

Capital is music to 
Branson’s ears 

I f Richard Branson's foray into railways 
proves anywhere near as lucrative as his 
stab at running a radio station, then the Vir- 
gin boss, or to be more precise the bewil- 
dering web of trusts that hold his assets, can | 
look forward to becoming richer stilL 
The £87m that Capital Radio is coughing 
up for Virgin Radio mi£st be music to Mr 
Branson's ears. The station was launched a 
mere four years ago with comparatively 
modest investment, and although it broke 
into profit last year and has done better this 
year, the latest 'figures show it losing market 
share in the all-important and overcrowded 
London radio market. 

But this, above all else, is a marriage of 
convenience. Mr Branson’s original plan was 
to float Virgin Radio even though history 


shows us that he and slock market investors 
do not make happy bedfellows. By selling out 
m exchange for a 14 per cent stie foCap- 
itaJ Radio he has done the next best thing, 
gaining access to a quoted stock without the 
hassle of a listing. 

For Capital, the deal provides access to 
new digital radio age through the nation- 
wde "f* frequency on which Virgin broad- 
casts. If this is the future of radio, then Cap- 
ital has bought itself a seal at the table at a 
reasonable price that brings the wherewithal 
and critical mass to make a go of h. 

So far, so Smashy and Nicey. Where is the 
downside? First, Viigin has built its appeal 
and its advertising revenues play ing con- 
temporary rock. In order to satisfy the 
Radio Authority’s requirement to protect 
both diversity and plurality. Capital intends 
to devote Virgin's FM licence in London to 
a much more specialised and narrower 
audience of male, hard rock fans. 

Second, this is not a done deal. Although 
the merger will keep Capita] safely beneath 
all the regulatoiy threshholds on market 
share, there is still a public interest test to 
pass and the authorities may conclude that 
Capital is just too big for its boots. The last 
time Capital applied for a new London FM 
licence, it was turned down. Third, Capital 
finds itself with a large minority shareholder 
on the books. Mr Branson is free to exit after 
two years. If by then digital radio is failing 
to five up to its billing, then both he and Cap- 
ital could be the poorer. 
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Investors seek Bre-X damages 

A New York law firm has filed a law suit against Bre-X Miner- 
als, the Canadian gold mining firm whose claims to have discovered 

- ™y rkrs hqpst add deposit have been exposed as a hoax. Wcch- 
sler Harwood Halebian & Feffer is see king class action status to 
recover damages for shareholders hurt by the scandal Bre-X shares 

°^M?S n Pf ion of “ Canada yesterday, falling 
C$3.16toC$0.07. Almost 40 million shares changed hands, forc- 
ing the exchange to suspend dealings for an hour to enable trad- 
<^^h2*a°tu° PC W ' th LhC volumes - Bre_x shares hit a high of 

Overman unemployment up 

: ■ Unemployment in Germany rose in April, casting further doubt 

on its ability to meet economic convergence criteria for the single 
European currency in 1999. Figures from the Federal Labour Office 
showed that unemployment rose by 8,000 to a seasonally adjust- 
ed 4,299,000. While politically sensitive unadjusted unemployment 
f e 0 from 4,477,000 in March to 4347,000 in April, giving a job- i 
less rate of 113 per cent, economists called the figures disappointing. 

. Hans Guenler Redeker at Chase Investments said: “The fig- 
•- . ures will put more pressure on the government, throwing their 

_ forecast for a 2.9 per cent [ratio of 1997 budget deficit to gross 

domestic product] yet further into question.” Industry orders for 
: March showed a greater-than-expected rise of 1.1 per cent com- 

pared with February. Domestic orders rose 0.7 per cent in March 

- from February but were down 43 per cent from a year earlier. 

BP warns Brown on taxes 

British Petroleum warned the Government not make big changes 
to the business lax system. John Browne, chief executive, also made 
dear the group’s opposition to any moves by Gordon Brown, the 

e Chancellor, to raise ofl taxes in his July Budget. Mr Browne said: 
“We would not like the corporation tax system altered or rates 
to be adjusted. This would be bad in general and bad for us be- 
cause thus is our home countiy.” 

The comments came as BP announced record profits before 
tax and exceptional items of £755ra for the first three months of 
the year, an increase of 19 per cent. Earnings from exploration 
Mand production surged by 24 per cent to £913m. while BP said 
■*there were signs that profit margins from refining and retailing 
were improving after last year's slump. The company also warned 
' r that it would need to spend at least SlOOm (£62m) solving the mH- 

lennium computer problem. Investment column, page 22. 

Unilever to meet pensioners 

__ Unilever, Lhe Anglo Dutch consumer goods giant, attempted to 
2 diffuse a rebellion from some of its 44,000 pensioners over use 
of an £8 00m pension fund surplus. Niall FitzGerald, chairman, 
told shareholders at the group’s annual general meeting in Lon- 
don yesterday that he would meet pensioner representatives for 
on 19 May to try to sort out the grievances. They are un- 
; happy that the company has used £2 60m of the surplus to de- 
clare a pensions holiday and cover future liabilities for fund 
f members who look early retirement from the company. 

Wace warns again on profits 

Shares in Wace more than halved at one point yesterday after 
the printing services group shattered market expectations with 
| ; its third profits warning in 12 months. The shares plunged 40p, 
f before recovering to end 33.5p lower at 41p, on the announce- 
ment that the group would report operating losses both at the 
half-year and full-year stages in 1997. . 

The group s a id the improvement m its US businesses had not 
come through as expected, while a range of problems had hit Eu- 
ropean operations. The terms of a supply agreement with Hall- 
• markTcontinued losses at an Irish plant, a reduction in demand 
! frirsnirits labels and competition in the printing market were among 

the reasons cited for the difficulties. In March Wace revealed loss- 
« of £2 04m had replaced profits of £203m in 2996, but said it 
expected a recovery in the second half of 1997, which it now says 
vriUnot be achieved. . 

Intel launches improved Pentium 

• Rucnwcs were promised enhanced performance and speed as 
' SS? Sfogperecmal computer mak«s tefoed totid launch ■ 
itetotea dim, the Pentium U processor. The Cafiforai^based com- 
; “foTiTsaid to have more titan 80 per rentrf the market 
ffrth ™ mponents that power PQ, danm fte produ cit eepsit 

: ^.-a&asaaasgBaaaB' ■ 
ussessssssss ‘ 


”{!) ^ io buy thenrty the end of the year. 

T&N sale will help asbestos fund 

w 5 ^IjncB^Sness to American investors for £5m cash, 
“ P nM be out into the fund which has been established in 
asbestos-related disease claims. In 1996,Ferodo 
p^mloxotwm'n sdesofiMn, 

Birmingham City warns on transfers 


£7 22. ZZ tnnrofit and loss as incurred. The statement came 
TvTlkted dub posted pre-tax profits of £L7tn for the six 
;as figure included a net profit of £1.4m 

^SSSSthe sale-of Gary Breeh to Coven- 
from the sale will be re-in- 

• 'rested in new signings* 
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1300 Staff 


On May 1, as the country looked to its future, we 
were doing much the same. 

By merging the two leading law firms Cameron Markby 
Hewitt and McKenna & Co into a new critical mass that 
instantly ranks as the 8th largest law firm in Europe. 

The new firm is named Cameron McKenna and the 
“fit'’ has already been reported as being exceptionally 
good for clients. 

From Day One Cameron McKenna is a major 
corporate and banking practice, arid a leading City 
presence in property and litigation. 

It also offers in one firm a market leader expertise in 

many of the world’s most dynamic commercial sectors. 


Including energy, insurance, biotechnology, healthcare 
and construction. 

As well as major infrastructure projects, financial 
services regulation, and pensions. 

In short, as flying starts go this one can already be said 
to have taken off. 

Particularly for clients who prefer not to pay for 
learning curves. 

For more information please call Robert Derry-Evans, 
Managing Partner on 0171-367 3000. 



Not bad for a first day 

Mfiitiitimim! 
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Capital 


acquires 

Virgin 

Radio 




Setbackfor 
Eurotunnel’s ' 
£lbn claim 


Michael Harrison 


Cathy Newman 


digital radio battle with the 
BBC by acquiring Virgin Radio, 
which was founded only four 
years’ ago by Richard Branson. 

Some City analysts, however, 
believed that Capital had paid 
a high price for Virgin's two 
commercial stations. Virgin 
AM. which broadcasts nation- 
ally- and tbc London rock sta- 
tion. Virgin FM. Assumingdetrt 
of £22m. Capital’s investment 
amounts to almost £90m and 
equates to almost five-and-a- 
half times revenue. 

One analyst said: “Capital 
does have a phenomenal track 
record in radio. If anyone could 
do this deal and get away with 
it. Capital could.” 

However, other analysts were 
relieved that Capital had de- 
cided to consolidate its bold on 
the radio market. The 


company’s diversification into 
restaurants with the purchase of 
the My Kinda Town chain- last 
year had caused concern. 

Lama Tilbtan, media analyst 
at Pan mure G or dam said Cap- 
ital had paid a “very full” price, 
but she added: “Strategically, 
Virgin fits in well. It’s in Capi- 
tal's heartland.” 

Capital is funding the deal en- 
tirely in shares. Virgin will be is- 
sued with II. 87 million Capital 
shares, giving it a 14 per cent 
stake in the enlarged group. Mr 
Branson wifi join Capital’s board 
as a non-executive director. 

Richard Eyre, managing di- 
rector of Capital, chimed that the 
deal was “good news for listen- 
ers. regulators and advertisers”. 
Mr Branson said the merger al- 
lowed both companies to chal- 
lenge the BBC's “dominance” of 



On the air Richard Branson writh presenter Russ Wflkants at Virgin Rarfio's opening. The station's emphasis will now change 


digital audio broadcasting . 
Virgin AM. in common v 


Virgin AM, in common with 
the other two national com- 
mercial stations, is guaranteed 


a digital licence next year. Some 
observers, though, have been 
underwhelmed by the prospect 
of digital radio, which, although 
providing CD -quality reception, 
does not allow for aa increase 
in the number of stations. 

Capital will also seek '‘further 
co-operation” with Mr Bran- 
son's other business interests, 
including his overseas radio 
operations which could even- 


tually be absorbed into Capital. 

Cost savings from yesterday’s 
deal will be made by moving 
Virgin from its location in 
Golden Square in London’s 
West End to Capital’s offices in 
Leicester Square. 

David Campbell, chief exec- 
utive of Virgin Radio, and 
Andrew Mollett, the financial 
director, will leave but will re- 
main with Mr Branson’s Virgin 


Media Group - the newly 
formed umbrella company 
which controls Virgin Net, Vir- 
gin Radio International, and 
Virgin Television. Mr Campbell 
is ro work on a digital television 
project which will launch at the 
end of the year. 

Capital is to change the em- 
phasis of the Virgin stations to 
attract less m ains tream and 
more male listeners. It will also 


create a distinct London rock 
station on the FM service. 

Capital will sell airtime for its 
own and Virgin's stations. As a 
result, it will withdraw from 
Media Sales & Marketing, the 
radio safes house it acquired in 
1989. Stations owned by Eroap 
and GWR and currently sold by 
MS&M wil] as a result have to 
seek alternative representation. 

Comment, page 21 


Whisky producers may link up 


Norwich members in 
line for £800 on float 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


William Grant & Sons, one of 
Scotland's best known whisky 
distillers and the producer of the 
Glenfiddich single mall, could 
be close to a link-up with one 
of its struggling rivals. 

The Scorch whisky industry is 
rife with speculation that William 
Grant is in talks with Bum Stew- 
art Distillers, the publicly quoted 


that William Grant may take a 
stake of up to 49 per cent in 
Bum Stewart. It would involve 
Stewart issuing new shares while 
the two groups would pool their 
own-label operations which pro- 
duce Scotch for supermarkets. 

The details are included in 
the May issue of Scottish Busi- 
ness Insider, Much was published 


yesterday. It says the two sides 
have been in talks for some time 


Though the deal is expected 
to stop short of a full-scale 
takeover or merger, it is thought 


have been in talks for some time 
and that Grant was initially 
seeking as much as 50 per cent 
of Stewart. 

Neither company was avail- 
able for comment yesterday. 
However, Alan Gray, the whisky 
expert at Sutherlands, the Ed- 


inburgh broker, said: “I can’t sav 
whether there is any truth in ii. 
but it is certainly plausible.” 

One London analyst com- 
mented: “It wouldn't surprise 
me for one minute. Both groups 
have own-label operations and 
they have been under-cutting 
each other for some time. 
Putting the two divisions to- 
gether would ease competition 
and improve margins." 

The deal would help Bum 
Stewart as it has high gearing 
and has been under pressure 
since an accounting dispute 
forced it to defer £2_3m of 
profits until tbe second half of 
the current year. 


For William Grant, the pool- 
ing of resources in the own-label 
market would be one benefit. 
The deal could also involve a 
clause under which Burn Stew- 
art would buy its grain whislty 
from Grant. 

William Gram & Sons is 
privately owned and run by the 
Grant Gordon family. It made 
profits of £26.9in on sales of 
£254m last year. Bum Stewart's 
profits slumped from £4m to 
£lm last year due to the de- 
ferred profit on whisky stocks. 

Burn Stewart shares re- j 
mained unchanged at 60p yes- ' 


Nic Cicutti 

Personal Finance Editor 


terday. They were floated at 
140p in 1991. 


Norwich Union, one of the 
UK’s biggest mutual insurers, 
yesterday unveiled plans to give 
its 2.9 million qualifying mem- 
bers free shares worth about 
£800 each when it floats on the 
stock market next month. 

Norwich Union expects to 
hand out 13 billion free shares. 
Qualifying with-profits policy 
members will entitled to a min- 
imum of 300 shares each, with 
more handed out on the basis 
of how much has been invested. 

Qualifying non-profit policy 


members will each receive a 
fixed allocation of 150 shares. 

The company said it would 
also offer members a significant 
discount on £1.75bn of shares 
it is planning to sell in an addit- 
ional capital-raising exercise. 

Of this money. £L5bn will be 
paid into Norwich Union's with- 
profit fond, to replace the value 
of the company's general insu- 
rance arm previously held in iL 
Details of the discount will be 
sent to members after 21 May, 
with dealing set to start on 16 


Eurotunnel suffered a fresh 
setback yesterday after an in- 
dependent panel of experts 
threw out the vast bulk of its 
£U?n claim against the con- 
sortium that built the Channel 
Tunnel, Transmanche Link. 

The five-man Anglo-French 
p&nel ruled that a large num- 
ber of Eurotunnel's compen- 
sation claims relating to the 
passenger and freight shuttle 
trains supplied by TML were 
inadmissible. 

.The ruling is a blow to 
Eurotunnel, coming as it does 
a matter of weeks before it 
seeks approval from share- 
holders and banks for the re- 
financing of its £8.7bn debt 
mountain. 

A favourable ruling from the 
panel would have helped sen- 
timent as it attempts to per- 
suade shareholders to back a 
deal which could see Euro- 
tunnel's bankers emerge with 
a stake in the tunnel of more 
than 60 per cent. 

Eurotunnel sought to put a 
brave face on the defeat, say- 
ing that it may still take its 
claims to arbitration before the 
International Chamber of 
Commerce. 

However, TML was cock-a- 
hoop with the verdict, saying 
it vindicated the position it had 
taken all along in its dispute. 
A spokesman for the five 
British and five French con- 
struction firms that make up 
TML said that Lhe panel's 
ruling “nullified” Eurotunnel’s 
£lbn claim. 

The panel said Eurotunnel 


■was entitled to damages for 
faults in some of the rolling 
stock but could not seek com- 
pensation for loss of revenues 
owing to late arrival of the 
shuttle trains. It suggested 
that the two sides negotiate 
appropriate compensation 
between themselves. 

According to TML, the 


c laims upheld by the panel 
relate to less than 5 per cent 


relate to less than 5 per cent 
of the £lbn claimed and con- 
cern only defects on the HGV 
shuttles. 

Eurotunnel disputed this, 
suggesting that while many of 
the claims had been rejected, . 
it was still entitled to substan^. 
tiai compensation. 

It said its board would 
decide whether to submit the 
claim to arbitration. Euro- 
tunnel has 90 days to make a 
decision. 

The panel, chaired by a 
French lawyer, Phillipe 
Maliflvaud, also ruled that a 
£4flm counter-claim filed by 
TML was inadmissible. 

However, TML indicated 
that the claim, for extra work 
done on the tunnel and the 
costs of defending Euro- 
tunnel's action, was likely to be 
pursued since it was not re- 
jected on substantive grounds. 

The fleet of nine tourist 
shuttles and eight HGV 
shuttles cost £705m to build, 
compared with an original es- 
timate of £252ro. 

The HGV shuttles arrived 
six months late and the tourist 


shuttles a year late, fozciug 
Eurotunnel to delay the launch 


Eurotunnel to delay the launch 
of the respective services until 
May and Dec.ember 1994. 


June. The minimum application 
for shares will be £400. Dosing 
date for applications is 10 J une. 
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Pressure mounts for BP buy-back 


Ts 


he management at British 
Petroleum could well have been 


The Investment Column 


JL. singing Labour’s campaign an- 
them, “Things can only gel better”, as 


them. “Things can only gel better”, as 
they unveiled yet another set of record 
profits for the first quarter yesterday. 
Whether or not tbe chairman. Sir 
David Simon, derides to join Tony 
Blair’s merry band, the stock market 
was cheering. The share price ended 
29p higher at 7325p as analysts asked 
the big question: whether BP wjTi be 
tempted into a more ambitious exer- 
cise to return value to investors. BP’s 
chief executive John Browne cautiously 
insisted share buy-backs or special 
dividends were not on the immediate 
agenda yesterday, but with numbers like 
these the markets are salivating. 

Progress in all directions was better 
than expected. Replacement cost prof- 
its before taxes and exceptional items, 
the best underlying measure of per- 
formance, surged by 19 per cent in ster- 
ling terms to £755m, while the result 
in dollars was up 27 per cent, die dif- 
ference reflecting the surge in sterling 
over the past year. The return on cap- 
ital climbed to 19 per cent, the kind of 
figure Shell's top team would die for. 

Better still, BP appears to have 
overcome wobbles this year about 
falling oil prices after the excesses of 
1996. when a barrel of crude was sell- 
ing for as much as $25. So tar in 1997 
prices have dipped to $18, which BP 
insisted was in line with a long-term 
trading range of between $16 and 
$ 19. This compares with the company's 
internal benchmark for investment 
projects of an ultra cautious $14. 

Against failing prices. BP has seen 
even faster benefits from its self-help 
programme, chanted like a corporate 
man tra fr om office to office in the hunt 
.r extra profit. "To recap, the target set 
in 1995 was to save $1.5bn over five 
years from cost cutting and higher pro- 
ductivity, yet last year alone BP saved 
5600m and promptly brought forward 
its tune i able by 12 months. 

e 94 arlCT . it bas saved another 
S L.0ro and is hoping for even more to- 
wards the end of the year, so the 
internal target for 1997 of $300 m 
looks increasingly conservative. Part of 
onve behind these improvements 
comes from naked self-interest, as BP 
executes get their fan personal bonus- 
es if savings reach twice the target leveL 

After a dividend hike in the last quar- 
ter it was too much to hope for another 
one this time, though further increases 
in the second half are now certain. 
There fc no constraint from borrowings! 
which at $6bn compare with long-term 
aspirations of $7bn to S8bn, but the rea- 
son Mr Browne remains cagey about 
raising the payout is. or course, 
political. Dishing out cash in special div- 
idends or buy-backs would be a red rag 
to Labour as the other Mr Brown (Gor- 
don that is) contemplates raising North 
Sea oD tax. Yet the pressure from the 
market for BP to do something by the 
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end of the year is becoming intense. 

Full-year profits of £194bn would 
put the shares on a forward multiple 
of 14. Currently yielding 3-3 per cent 
and with tbe case for special payouts 
all but unanswerable, the shares are a 
definite bold. 


Shire’s portfolio 
is blossoming 


S hire Pharmaceuticals is putting in 
a strong bid to be taken seriously 
as more than just a biotechnology 
hopeful. Following on from February's 
chunky£l05m acquisition ofPharma- 
vene. a US drugs delivery group, yes- 
teiriay the group was demonstrating the 
breadth of its drugs pipeline in a 
research and development update. 

Gaianiamine, the compound origi- 
nally derived from daffodils which 
represents Shire's lead product, is 
proving to have wider medical prop- 
erties than originally thought. .Initially 
indicated for use against Alzheimer’s 
disease, the group is now ready to test 
its use against chronic fatigue syndrome, 
also known as ME or “yuppie flu”. A 


30U-paticnt trial into both efficacy 
and tolerability will start later this 
month, with another involving 60 
people in Iceland due to start in 
September. If it ever reaches doctors' 
surgeries, perhaps in 2005, it could be 
attacking a $2-5bn market for which 
there is no current treatment, the 
company believes. But there is more, 
for early observations using galanta- 
mine against Alzheimer's appear to 
show it is effective against both 
rheumatoid arthritis and osteoarthritis, 
two other big markets. 

Meanwhile, analysts are excited by 
the prospects for Lambda, a treatment 
for reducing phosphate levels in the 
blood of people with kidney disease. 
Untreated, a build up of phosphate can 
lead to bone disease. Shire is already 
the market leader in tbe UK in this area 
with its calcium carbonate product, but 
Lambda is said to offer substantial im- 
provements. The potential market is 
1.6 million patients world-wide and this 
could be the first drug to be marketed 
outside the UK directly tty Shire. 

Finally, Shire reckons Nifedipine SR, 
a cardiovascular which could be 
launched before 2000, might sell into 
a US market worth $l.lbn. That will 
depend, however, on whether it can 


overcome expected legal action from 
Pfizer, the current market leader. 

The wide portfolio at Shire is 
matched by the depth of its manage- 
ment Much still depends on the out- 
come of the phase III tests for the 
Alzheimer's drug, due in September, 
but Lehman Brothers estimate the 
shares' net present value at 274p, ris- 
ing to 364p next year. That is below the 
current market price of 2I9p, up 2p, 
and makes them a reasonable punt 


Nursing an ambition to 
succeed on the buses 


Sidlaw repackages 
its strategy 


British Petroleum: At a glance 


■Mattel value: £41.5bn, share prtce 732.5p 


Full year 
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Operating profit 
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S idlaw has been through the wars 
since its disastrous 1993 decision 
to step up the scale of its flexible 
packaging operations. That led to 
losses over the past two years and a 
plunging share price, but John Durston, 
who took over as chief executive in the 
autumn, is starting to use his experi- 
ence in the industry to good effect. 

Last year's move to dump the oil ser- 
vices business took the decision to con- 
centrate on packaging to its logical 
conclusion. But Mr Durston has also 
put a lot of effort into improving cus- 
tomer service and efficiency, two areas 
which appeared neglected under the 
dash for volume policy which led Sid- 
law astray before. The fruits of these 
labours arc reflected in the group’s half- 
year results to March, although the fig- 
ures are distorted by the £ 17.3m profit 
on the sale of oil services and a£J.7ra 
charge for rationalisation. 

Stripping that lot out, the underlying 
pre-tax total rose from a loss of £1.4JUn 
to a profit of £1.75m. 

The proceeds af the disposal of oil 
services cut the interest charge from 
£ 2.09m to £162,000 and left net cash 
of £3. 3m in March. The group reckons 
it has firepower for £25m of acquisi- 
tions. but nothing is imminent. In the 
meantime, it will be pushed into bor- 
rowings again by a £12m capital ex- 
penditure programme this year. 

Pan of the spending will help ser- 
vice a £6ro-a-year contract to supply 
Cadbury with wrappers and should also 
improve efficiency. Sidlaw also claims 
to have won back most of the customers 
lost during its difficult patch. 

The problem remains, however, 
that the group is still highly dependent 
on mature or declining markets like bis- 
cuit packets and bread bags, which re- 
main at the mercy of the supermarket 
price wars. Even with innovative 
products like its P-Plus ■‘breathable” 
fresh-produce wrapper, it still has to 
prove it is not just running to stand still. 

Profits of £3-5m in the foil year would 
put the shares, down 3p at 103.5p. on 
a forward pic of 23. The shadow of pre- 
vious-rights issues at 275p and lSGp 
hangs over the shares, but they are 
probably still worth holding. 


Ann Gloag may now preside over the £1.4bn 
Stagecoach transport empire which she co- 
founded with her brother Brian Souter, but 
she spent most of her earlier life as a nurse. 
So it is entirely appropriate that she should 
donate £IS0.000 to the Robert Gordon 
University, Aberdeen, to found a new 
academic chair in nutsing. 

Mrs Gloag says: “1 remember roy 20 years 
in nursing, years 1 greatly enjoyed. It was 
always roy intention to succeed in business 
and when J did to do something positive to 
help young people who have chosen a career 
in nursing." 

The Ann Gloag Chair of Nursing 
(Development! will reside in the University's 
associate faculty of nursing, midwifery and 
community studies. Mrs Gloag' s donation will 
fund the chair for three years. 


People & Business 



While most of us may be expecting a 
reasonably healthy UK economy for another 
two years or so, the insolvency profession is 
already gearing up for the next crash. This 
month’s issue of Legal Business magazine 
carries the following blood-curdling full-page 
job ad: "Liquidation. Receivership. 
Bankruptcy. (A few cheering words for 
insolvency lawyers.) What goes around comes 
around. When tbe next recession arrives our 
client, one of London's most profitable and 
progressive law firms, will be more than 
prepared to take advantage of iL” 

Jonathan Brenner, whose recruitment 
consultancy, Zarak Macrae Brenner, placed 
the ad, says the law firm involved is •‘banking 
on a dip in the economy in about 18 months’ 
time”. You heard it here first. And tbe lucky 
lawyer to get tbe job will be paid up to 
£300,000. It’s an iU wind, and all that. 



Ann Gloag: Once a nurse, now presiding 
over the £1.4bn Stagecoach business 


My heartiest congratulations go to Mark 
Herbert, an old pal of mine who has just been 
appointed director of communications at H 
Group, the international engineering business. 

Mr Herbert, 3S. has already racked up 
considerable experience in corporate spin- 


doctoring. He managed corporate communi- 
cations for Lucas Industries, and had slims at 


cations for Lucas Industries, and had stints at 
two consultancies. Shandwick and Lowe Bell 
Financial. 

But those of us who attended Birmingham 
University with Mark 17 years ago think of 
him in quite different terms: primarily as a 
songwriter for a rock group called the 
Struggling Artists, a beat combo of note in the 
early 1980s - well, in the Seily Oak area, 
anyway. Mark penned the lyrics for “You want 
to know" and other campus classics. 

"It was all a long time ago." Mark murmurs, 
modestly. Well a pedigree like that is nothing 
to be embarrassed about Tony Blair, after all, 
is famous for having played in a rock group 
called Ugly Rumours while at university, and 
it didn’t do him any harm. 


It observes: “It must nevertheless, be 
questioned how far any of these failures was 
the result of the structure of the regulatory 
regime, and whether a shuffling of that 
structure is the best way to give assurance that 
the next decade will be freer of sucb 
episodes.” 

I see that HBA does not mention certain 
other recent episodes, such as the aborted bid 
for the Co-op by Andrew Regan, Much drew 
down such furious criticism upon the head of 
Sir Chips Keswick, chairman of Kambros. As 
it happens. Sir Chips is also a member of 
LIB As chairman’s committee, and himself 
chairs LIB As banking committee. Alas. LIBA 
may see some “shuffling" of re gulat ory 
structures yet. 




M 10 


Lord Alexander is nearly ready to unveil the 
newly refurbished Nat West Tbwer in the heart 
of the City, four years after the Bishopsgate . 
bombing. NatWest’s chairman has decided . 
thaL the tower's floors are too small for the 
demands of modern banking, which requires 
large dealing floors. 


The London Investment Banking .Association 
(LIBA) has just published its annual report, 
and interesting reading it makes. Under the 
heading “Regulatory Developments.” LIBA 
mentions the collapse of Barings. the raiss- 
setling of pensions and the Maxwell affair. 


catea multi-tenanted office complex” where 
Nat West will supply all sorts of state-of-the- 
art services and amenities. Makes a change 
from traded options, 1 suppose. 


John Willcock 
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market report / shares 


Data Bank 


T^FTSE 100 
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' ^ FISE 250 ■" 
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Banking on independence, Footsie scales new peaks 
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Share spotlight 
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Only two working days under 
Labour and Footsie has soared 
743 poims to a 4^193 peak. 

Yesterday's surge was 
spurred by the changes at the 
Bank of England which 
prompted gilts to prosper, a 
lowe r-ih an -expe cted interest- 
rate increase and yet another 
np-roaring perfdnnance in 
New York. 

Tte dramatic thrust through 
4300 takes Footsie beyond 
Ute spring-time projections and 
close to some optimistic year- 
end forecasts. 

Footsie has risen 93.4 points 
since John Major's election call 
and. incredibly, has made 
progress in 14 of the last 15 
sessions. 

The level of independence 
given to the Bank sent gov- 
ernment stocks romping ahead 
by approaching £5, their best 
display for years. The move to 
allow the Bank to set interest 
rates was viewed as helping to 
counter fears the Govern- 


ment’s big majority could lead 
h into spendthrift ways. 

Many had expected the 
Chancellor Gordon Brown to 
opt for a dfibut half-a-per- 
centflgC'pomt interest-rate 
increase. Although the bank is 
likely to lift rates again in the 
next few weeks the modest 
interim measure had been 
discounted. 

Against such a background, 
further enhanced by encour- 
aging company results and 
prospects, it would have been 
astonishing if shares had not 
responded. But there was talk 
bl ue chips had got ahead of the 
game. 

New York’s resolute ad- 
vance, should it continue, 
would drive the stock market 
further ahead. But with sterling 
again moving forward and 
increasing the pressure on 
exporters and international 
groups, more interest-rate 
increases in the pipeline and 
Mr Brown set to lift taxes. 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


to a sum-of-the-parls valuation 
and the group’s new strategy 
will ‘'reverse the share price 


probably tinkering with ACT 
some market men were de- 
cidedly jittery about the future 
direction of shares. 

“The market has peaked; it 
is now a screaming sell," said 
a trader at one leading Amer- 
ican investment house. 

If he is right it could mean 
the adage advising investors to 
sell in May and buy again on 
St Lcger Day wifi produce 
rich rewards this year. 

The latest advance was, for 
once, not confined t o blu e 
chips. The supporting FTSE 
250 index put on 22.1 points al- 
though it is stiD a considerable 
distance from its peak leveL 
Privatised companies were, 
in the main, in a more confi- 


dent mood than on Friday 
with most managing to attract 
plus signs. Rafitradc, however, 
was shunted 12.5p backwards 
to 424p and BG, on the surface, 
suffered a 103p fall to 171p. 
But the shares had to contend 
with stripping out a 10.l3p div- 
idend payment. 

Reed International, cele- 
brating a $30m five-year link 
with Microsoft, added 15 -5p to 
590p. Last night it met fund 
managers at a dinner, hosted 
by Henderson Crasthwaite at 
L ondo n’s Savoy HoteL 

BTR rose 6p to 267p, helped 
along by Credit Lyonnais 
Laing support. The invest- 
ment house believes the shares 
are on a “significant” discount 


month results today, gained 
2&5p to 595.5p on expectation 
the sgutes wflf be accompanied 
underperformance of the last by details of its digital televi- 
three years". Profits are ex- iron venture with Matsushita 
pected to advance from of Japan and BT Cable and 
£1.25bn to £133bn this year Wireless put on 123p to 4S2p; 
and then to £1.44bn. there is talk it is at last near to 

Cobham, the engineer, completing a deal oyer its 
finned to 63I3p following an H^Kt^g , W“<M n off-shoot. 


analysts visit and British Steel 
shrugged off steifing’s strength, 
improving to 148p on US sup- 
port. BAT Industries, follow- 
ing the latest twist in the US 
tobacco litigation which pow- 
ered Wall Street higher on 
Monday, gained a meagre 
12Jp to 534p. 

Yet another profits warning 
from Vface, the printer, sent the 
shares crashing 333p to 41p af- 
ter 343p. Last year they were 
279p. 

British Petroleum produced 
better- than- expected first- 


iedining crude price, gashed 
29p to 7323p; BSkyB, nin e- 


Fmandalswerc again strong 
with Barclays up 46-5p to a 
l,191-5p and National West- 
minster up 233p to 751p. 

"Whitbread, on talk of non- 
core asset sales, gained 21_5p 
to 790p ahead of figures today. 

Hign flyer PixzaExpress 
came a tittle nearer earth, 
falling 12p to 6523p as the US 
Janus Capital fund appeared to 
cut its stake from 16.9 per cent 
to 15-27 per cent 
Newcomer Salehnrst, a 
paper supplier, traded at 124p 
from a 117p placing and on 
Ofex Energiser, the health 
food business, jumped 50p to 
850p. 


CJLopex, the adver tising and 
group, rose 2p to 
39-Sp. a 12-month high. 
Incepla, the advertising and 
public relations group bended 
by entrepreneur Bob Morton, 

has nearly 11 percent and 
could be adding to its stake. 

In February the acquisitive 
group acquired Citigate, the 
fina n ci al PR business, in a 
reverse takeover. 

CJDPA-Egami, developing 
Packaged electronic docu- 
ment management systems, is 
the latest to bead for Ofex. It 
recently pulled in £450,000 
tiutragh a private placing and 
its market dfimt will not pro- 
duce new ca pital . 

OGreenalls, the hotel and 
pub cha in , should roll out in- 
terim profits this month of 
£63.6m against £57m, say 
NIkko, the Japanese se* 
ties bouse. It looks for 
£17L9m for the yean 
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Tigers bank 


on style 


of Stransky 


Chris Hewett meets the man 
from Cape Town who holds the 
key for Leicester against Sale in 
Saturday's Pilkington Cup final 


the supporters talk of the 29- 
year-old Springbok from Pieter- 
maritzburg. they seldom bother 
to refer to his World Cup-win- 
ning drop goal against New 
Zealand in 1995. Nowadays, 
they bask in the more homely 
glories of his match-winning 
performances in Courage 
League and Pilkington Cup. 

Indeed, they confidently ex- 
pect him to win the “Pilko” for 
Leicester at Twickenham this 
weekend. Preferably, the Mid- 
lands hordes would like to see 
their favourite import rip the 
heart (ram the Sale midfield 
with his shrewd 


running angles, 
deceptively 
sharp scuttles 


Decisions, decisions. Bob Dwyer African has proved the most in- 
has been confronted by some stared signing imaginable. When 
real brutes in his first season as the supporters talk of the 29- 
Le icesler coach - no one drops year-old Springbok from Pi eter- 
Dcan Richards to the bench maritzburg. they seldom bother 
without a dozen stiff drinks and to refer to his World Cup-win- 
a reassuring visit to the nearest rung drop goal against New 
psychotherapist - but the most Zealand in 1995. Nowadays, 
important judgement of all did they bask in the more homely 
not require even the slightest glories of his match-winning 
scratch of the head, let alone a performances in Courage 
long, solitary’ night of agonised League and Pilkington Cup. 
contemplation. Indeed, they confidently ex- 

Whcn Peter Wheeler, the pecthimtowinthe“PiIko”for 
Tigers chief executive, asked Leicester at Twickenham this 
Dwyer whether he might be in- weekend. Preferably, the Mid- 
te rested in discussing the pos- lands hordes would like to see 
Nihility of Joel Stransky moving their favourite import rip the 
from Cape Town to'Welford heart from the Sale midfield 

Road, he was with his shrewd 

not kept wait- ■ ~ ~ " ' running angles, 

ing for a reply. TO be frank. I deceptively 
“I must have sharp scuttles 

thought about OOPl t think I l)3V6 'wo space and 
it for. oh. a his ever- widen - 

good second Q Cn9nC6 Of “8 repertoire 

before snatch- . of weighted 

ing his hand 06!n2 DICKGO tO cut-out passes, 
off." recalls the . If not, they will 

master tactician 73Ce th0 LlOHS gleefully settle 

from Sydney. for a nap hand 

“Let's face it - of long-range 

blokes like Stransky don't come penal ties and a couple of how- 
knocking on your door too of- itzer drops - in other words, a 
ten. ‘Yep,’ I said, ‘well settle for mirror image of the 21-point 
him.' .Any side in the world haul that did for Gloucester in 
would be happy to have Joel on a tight semi-final back in March, 
the team. There are very, very But having sampled the 
few complete outside-halves mucky end of die stick in recent 
operating anywhere at the mo- weeks as Leicester’s champi- 
ment. but you can include him onship bid spluttered to a stand- 
in any list you care to compile." still, Stransky is taking nothing 
Dwyer may not rate Stransky s for granted. “After all we’ve 
capture as the high water mark been through as a team - and 
of his rugby achievement - “It remember, the rest of the guys 
w asn't much of a gamble, was had played four months of hard 
it?” - but for the thousands who rugby before I armed here in 
have paid their money at the December - it would be a seri- 
Welford Road turnstiles over the ous disappointment to finish the 
last five months, the South season with nothing, but Sale 



it for. oh. a 

good second Q CHS 
before snatch- , 

in # his hand being p 

o£ recalls the , 

master tactician T3C© til 

from Sydney. 

“Let's face it - 

blokes like Stransky don't come 
knocking on your door too of- 
ten. 'Yep,' I said, \ve"U settle for 
him.' .Any side in the world 
would be happy to have Joel on 
ihc team. There are very, very 
few complete outside-halves 
operating anywhere at the mo- 
ment. but you can include him 
in any list you care to compile.” 

Dwyer may not rate Stransky s 
capture as the high water mans 
of his rughv achievement - “It 
wasn't much of a gamble, was 
it?” - but for the thousands who 
have paid their money at the 
Welford Road turnstiles over the 
last five months, the South 


a chance of 
being picked to 




Eves at 


paw 


Bristol 

suffer 


to i 


CHRIS HEWETT . 


The long-offering followers of 
Bristol Rugby Dub will not find 
the thought remotely amuang as 
they contemplate the potential, 
horrors of tonight’ s excrudatin^y 
edgy play-off first legal Bedford, 
but one of the finest Memorial 
Grounders of them all is rather 
enjoying fife amid Che paranoia. 

Derek Eves, a record-break- 
ing captain with the West Coun- 
try giants between 1990 and 
1995. believes his Coventry out- 
fit, equipped as they are with five 
former Bristol first- learners, 
can turn the Teague pecking or- 
der on its head by seeing off 
London Irish in the parallel 
play-off at Cram don Road. Eves 
is not a vindictive type, but he 
will .allow himself the luxury of 
a quiet chuckle should the two 
clubs in his life pass each oth- 


Stransky at WafordRoad yesterday. Leicester's coach, Bob Dwya; says he is one of the “very few complete outskte4»lves anywhertf Photograph: Peter Jay 


showed in our league game on 
Saturday that they have a strong 
defence and a heap of spirit. 
They are nobody’s pushovers. 

“La fact, the top end of Eng- 
lish club rugby in general is very 
competitive - more so than I 
imagined when I came over. It 
has a long way to go before it 
matches up to Super 12 but I’d 
say it is only a little below Cur- 
rie Cup standard back home and 
the sheer volume of matches 
we've been forced to play, par- 
ticularly during April, makes a 
season here a serious undertak- 
ing. The weather doesn't help, ei- 
ther: it’s pretty lousy as a rule.” 

In Scransky’s opinion. Leices- 


ter’s season slipped off the rails 
through fatigue, injury and de- 
flected mental focus. “People 
were constantly talking about the 
league and cup double and we 
began to hear too much. With 
seven games in 22 days, you need 
to be tuned into the match in 
front of you and even then, the 
mind and body can stand only so 
much. Flayers need a week to re- 
cover from the bumps and bangs 
and if we had a midweek game 
before the cup final I for one 
would find it hard to take.” 

Only a year ago and well be- 
fore he ever dreamed that 
Stransky- might pitch up in the 
east Midlands, Dwyer took the 


liberty of politely advising An- 
dre Markgraaff. then Springbok 
coach, that he was making a pig’s 
ear of his half-back selection by 
ignoring the golden boot from 
Newlands. Markgraaff has gone 
now. buried under the garbage 
of last winter's deeply unpleas- 
ant racism scandal but Garel du 
Plessis, the new South African 
top dog, seems likely to follow 
the lead of his predecessor. 
Certainly, Stransky has all but 
abandoned hope of facing the 
Lions this summer. 

“I knew when I agreed to sign 
for Leicester I would probably be 
sacrificing my Springbok career 
and there has been no contact 


from Care! or anyone else re- 
garding the Lions! Not a word. 
1 don’t think 1 have a chance of 
being picked, to be frank. 

"There is no political reason 
why that should be; I don't believe 
there is a conspiracy working 
against me because, as far as I 
know, the coach has a full say on 
who plays at Test level If he wants 
to pick me, he witt. But I can't see 
him selecting from outside South 
Africa; my heart wants me to be- 
lieve the door is sriU open, but my 
mind tells me otherwise." 

With Will Greenwood dose to 
full fitness. Stransky wtII enjoy the 
novelty of operating with a fira- 
cfaoice threequarrerline at Twick- 


enham this weekend. Dwyers first 
cup final team list shows just how 
much the Leicester bade division 
has changed since last season's 
bitter disappointment against 
Bath - only Stuart Fitter and 
Niall Malone survive, the hitter 
playing frill-back rather than 
stand-off - and if the Tigers 
hoover up 80 per cent of the ball 
for the second year running, it is 
difficult to imagine a craftsman 
of Stransky s stamp allowing 
diem to find up again. 

Leteenter {v Sola, Twickenham. Saturday): 
N Mai ore; C Joiner, s Poner. W Greenwood, 
LUoyd; J Stransky. A Healey; G Rountree. R 
Coctertn, D Gartontr, M Johnson (cap#. M 
Poole. J Wells. E Miller. N Back. Replace- 
ments: S Hackney or R Underwood. R Uey. 
Afcvdoora. OWesc. D Retards. W Drake-Lee. 


son working towards this, wc are 
looking for victory in both home 
and away matches and as far as 
tonight is concerned, we have no 
intention of giving ourselves a 
mountain to climb when we go 
to Irish for the re turn leg at the 
weekend,” he said. 

Bristol are so aware of the 
threat posed by Bedford at Gokt 
ington Road that they allowed 
their two Lions forwards, Mark 
Regan and Simon Shaw, extra 
time to recover from injuries sus- 
tained in England's Triple Crown 
match with Whies in March. 
Both will play, as wifi Martin Gar- 
iy, the captain, who has also suf- 
fered fitness problems of late. 

The home side, who finished 
fourth in Courage League T Wo 
to secure their promotion tilt 
against the ninth-placed side in 
the top flight, include the for- 
mer Welsh full-back Mike Ray- 
er, the World Cup^ winning 
Springbok No 8 Rudi Straeuli 
and a certain Martin Offiah. 

Bath yesterday announced 
that Dan Lyle, their outstand- 
ing American No 8, had signed 
a new four-year contract The 
US Eagles captain is firmfy in the 
frame to lead them next season. 


CHEPSTOtt 


fm. 


FANTASY! 


Independent 

FANTASY 

FOOTBALL 


T oday we publish the latest results 
in our Independent Fantasy Foot- 
ball game, supported by Philips En- 
ergy Saver 

Light Bulbs . 

The Team Market and Scores table published 
below, shows four scores. The Week 38 (Wk 38) 
column lists all points scored in Premiership 
matches played between Monday 28 April - Sun- 
day 4 May inclusive. Column B lists all points 
scored before the transfer period. Column A lists 
all points scored after the transfer period. The 
Overall (Ov) column lists the total amount of 
points scored in all matches played from Satur- 
day 17 August - Sunday 4 May. 

Also published today is the Top 50 League table 


PHILIPS 

Le&mateikuQskettoC 




Latest Results and Top 50 Teams 


Top Fifty League Table 


CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 27 APRIL 


POS NAME 


MR PETER fRANKEMTAL 


MR PAUL MATTHEW 


MR SEAN BROSNAN 


MR SIMON LIU 


MR BEN KENDALL 


MR BEN ANDREWS 


MR RICK YAP 


MR KEITH HORRY 


MR ASHLEV BRETTLE 


JOSE MARTI 


THE DOORMATS 


S 


DEFENCE ROVERS 


TURKEYS TRIGGERS 


BOOZERS BATTTERS 


(see left). It lists the overall top scoring Inde- 
pendent Fantasy Football managers and their 
teams for matches played between Saturday 17 
August - Sunday 27 April. 


Results will be published every Wednesday in 
The Independent for all games played from 


4 points foragoal ■ 4 points for a gaa Ikeeper/deferuler 
clean sheet ■ 3 points for a successful assist ■ 1 point 
when a player is selected and plays ■ 1 point for a 
winning goal ■ 3 points for a manager win, 1 point 
for u draw ■ Lose l point for a yellow card ■ Lose 3 
points for a red card 


the previous Monday to Sunday inclusive. They 
will also appear the following Sunday, in the 
Independent on Sunday. The overall Top 50 
League table will be printed every Wednes- 
day and again on Sunday. 

Terms and conditions as previously published 
PRIZES 

The overall winner at the end of the season will 
be the entrant who has accrued more points 
than any other Independent Fantasy Football 
team in that time. Win the ultimate prize - a 
trip to the 1998 World Cup in France. The win- 
ner, plus companion, will see all the action of a 
quarter-final and a semi-final of their choice 
plus the final. 
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B- Before transfer period) 


Team Market and Scores^ 


OUT OF MIND 


ORGANIC MANURE F.C 


RELEGATION 12 


CODE PLAYER 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST -4 MAY, WEEK 38 SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 28 APRIL - 4 MAY 


TEAM I PORTS 1 VALUE [OWE PLATER TEAM i POINTS 1 VALUE 

WUS B. _A 


TEAM i POINTS 1 VALUE 100 BE PLATER 

WkM BAD* ISatl 1 


TEAM i ROTHS 1 VALUE 

Wk3V B A Ov ifa» 


PORTS 
B A Or <Sa 






v.! ■ L -- 
F^nl j.-; : - 

^ J*."?' 
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Panama s mission 

to conquer Italy 
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RICHARD EDMONDSON 
reports from Chester 

g e rg3r Heobk and Quest For 

SSL! *“ em «ged from the 
Chester V^se to win Lhe Derby 

and there was another Classic 
tremor yesterday when Panama 
City was successful ai the Rood- 
shaking in their 
" oots at the CapanneUe, where 
Peter Chapple-Hyam’s colt is 
likely to appear next in the Ital- 
ian Blue Riband. 

If this victory was vindication 

for the decision to supplement 
the colt for Epsom it was also 
one that tested the heart cham- 
bers of his connections. Pana- 
ma City was last turning into the 
straight and had to strain everv 
sinew to force his head past 
State Fair. Peter Chapple- 
Hyam, his trainer, conceded 
that Rome rather than Epsom 
should be his next destination. 
Connoisseurs of the arts would 
probably agree with him. 

“We weren’t planning to ride 
him like that because we want- 
ed to go from a long wav out. 
but John [Reid, the jockey] 
said he couldn’t get out and had 
to sit and suffer," Chapplc- 
Hyam said. “He had to use 
speed, which isn’t his forte as 
he’s more of a stayer.” 

Chapple-Hyam added that 
Revoque, his" 2,000 Guineas 
runner-up, had worked pleas- 
ingly (for him) in a morning gal- 
lop at Manton and would 




Chester- 4.15 


Haas 

C H L r 

OH Rows! 

14-1 12-1 14-1 »• 1 

Snow Brief 

7-1 7-1 51 13-? 

CreonCre 

51 153 72 153 

fepcere 

4-1 51 5111-2 


14-1 12-1 151 151 


351 151 251 351 


151 151 51151 

BoacnOMt 

7-2 153 153 153 

tesanrat 33-1 33-1 33-1 451 

WretaTM 

551 551 551 451 

atetartWr 

7-1 7-1 7-1 51 

UH» Mart Oar 

251 251 251251 


EatHuya qumnam ptasl 2 3 
C -Oxl K-Mam M, L-UdWisT-Tee 


probably take in the Irish 2,(100 
Guineas before being commit- 
ted to the Derby. The colt's 
owner. Robert Sangstcr, has 
gone this way before, with The 
Minstrel, and certainly sees no 
reason to be petrified by En- 
trepreneur. wen if the Guineas 
winner is odds-on for Epsom. 

There was another entry for 
the chunky family scrapbook be- 
longing to Entrepreneur’s sire, 
Sadlers Wells, yesterday when 
two more of his sons fought out 
the previous race, Conon Fads, 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

NAP: Perfect Paradigm 
(Chester, 2 . 10 ) 

NB: Canon Can 
(Chester, &10) 

Pilsudsld's half-brother, hang- 
ing on from Solo Mio. The win- 
ner's rider. Frankie Dettori, 
also sees Entrepreneur as an in- 
credible force, if nol an irre- 
sistible one. ”1 was very 
impressed by Entrepreneur and 
I'm just hoping one comes out 
of the pack, and my pack in par- 
ticular, to challenge him.” the 
Italian said. “He sufihasio stay 
the extra half mile, but as far as 
I could see from the race and 
the replays he looked so laid 
hack and he has such a fluid ac- 
tion there is no problem. 

“The next 10 days is vital as 
York in particular is always a 
very good Derby trial. But my 
Dad [Gianfranco] rode Wollow. 

CHESTER 

1 1 10: Un like four of his rivals. 
FLIRTING AROUND has yet io win 
but has shown potential, proved he 
acts on soft ground and represents 
the powerful Michael Sioule stable. 
Perfect Paradigm, who ran on 
strongly when successful at New- 
castle in March, is the chief threat. 

loco 

2.40: Chnnito’s wide draw looks a 
disadvantage after low numbers 
dominated the 5f sprints here yes- 
terday. SMART VENTURE, in stall 
2, bails from a speedy family and 
represents a stable with a good 
record at this track. Hie Jack Berry- 
I trained Only For Gold, in stall 1, 
looks the danger. 


who was 10-1 1. in the Derby and 
he finished sixth, and Tenby was 
4-5 when he lost so there is sdli 
a chance for anybody.” 

The opening contest, the 
Joseph Hder L3y Agnes Stakes, 
was more Catch No 2 than 
Catch 22 ns Daunting Laity was 
pumped to the front from the 
rail draw by Pat Eddery before 
leading all the way. Richard 
Hannon, the trainer, often wins 
this contest and also the Queen 
Mary Stakes at Royal Ascot (Fly 
Baby, Lyric Fantasy arid Risky 
have done it before) and now 
Daunting Lady will attempt to 
improve his record. 

Eddery’ s likely Epsom ride is 
John Dunlop’s Silver Patriarch, 
who was third in Sundown’s 
Classic Trial and now goes for 
Lingfield's Derby audition on 
Saturday. He, too, gave a 
morsel of hope for those who 
have nol got fancy numbers of 
an ante-post voucher about 
Entrepreneur. "He’s definitely 
a top-class horse," he said. “1 
followed him all the way in the 
Guineas and he travelled so eas- 
ily he could have won over five 
[furlongs]. 

“His mother was a six furlong 
plus animal and he’s by Sadler's 
Wells, who was a mile and a 
quarter horse [Eddery rode 
him] so he’s not a certainty (o 
get a mile and a half. But if he 
does we’re all in trouble." 

As Pat Eddety knows, the 
only certainty in racing is that 
people use cliches all the time. 



John Retd (centre) produces Panama City late to win at Chester 


Photo&aph: Allsport 


Phantom’s live chance 


When Top Cecs was ted in lo the 
winner's enclosure after the 
Chester Cup two years ago, the 
only sound was the gentle clip- 
clop of his hooves, so convinced 
were the spectators that on his 
previous outing at Newmarket 
his true merit had been carefully 
concealed. We may discover 
this afternoon whether Lynda 
Ramsden, his trainer, has now 
been forghren, since Top Gees 
will set off as one of the market 
leadcis for the 1997 renewal, but 
it could be that while the form 
from 1995 will assist in finding 
the winner, it will be a different 
horse in the frame when they 
pass the winning post for the 



3.1#: BOWCUFFE COURT 
showed when winning at Wbxwkk 
last month that the move from 
Bony Hilt, to Rug Akebura has suil- 
ed and can justify his short price to- 
day. The soft ground w£D be to the 
gelding's advantage as win the tight 
course and nobody is better than 
Akehurst in these big handicaps. 


Hemy Cecil's Canon Can must be 
feared after beating Ibp Cm ax 
Newbury, while Dating is an in- 
teresting outsider who likes the 
twists and [urns of Chester. 
□□□ 

3u4& Hemy CedL the trainer of LOOO 
Guineas winner Sleepytime, dear- 
ly has a strong hand for tins season's 
top fillies' races and saddles Ejyle 
Rhea. This one win undoubtedly 
progress following her narrow vie- 
l my over Jaunty Jig at Po ntefract but 
she could find APACHE STAR hard 
to handle. Geoff Wragg's filly was 
fourth in Royal Amaretto's race at 
Newbury last month and that form 
reads well The untested Desen 
Beauty is the dark horse here. 


Greg Wood says 
an outsider'has 
the form to lift 
the Chester Cup 

third lime after an IS- furlong 
gallop around Chester. 

Consider this. When Top 
Cees won the Cup two years 
ago, be raced off a handicap 
mark of 72. Back in third place, 
racing off 90, was The Flying 
Phantom. Today, the respective 
marks arc S7 and 78. an over- 
all swing of election proportions, 
and yet while Top Cees is an 
11-2 chance with the Tote this 
morning, The Flying Phantom, 
who is 271b better off with Mrs 
Ramsden’s horse for a five- 
and-a-balf length beating, is 
available at 12-1. 

It is true that The Flying 
Phantom has not raced on the 
Flat for almost two years, bat 
three runs over hurdles this 
winter, the most recent just 42 
days agp. should ensure that 
he is fit and ready for today's 
assignment. 

“The owners were keen to 
have another crack at Chester 
so this has been the plan for 
some time," Phil Green, assis- 
tant to Mark Tompldns, the 
gelding’s trainer, said yesterday. 


“He was aimed pretty high ear- 
lier in his career, he’s run in the 
Derby and the Ascot Gold Cup 
and taken on ail sorts of good 
boiscs, and if you go through his 
form you can find some really 
good bits, most notably in the 
Chester Cup. He’s a tough cus- 
tomer, we know he’ll handle the 
track and we're hoping he'll go 
very well." 

The best-backed runners in 
today's field are Bowcliffe 
Court, already a winner this sea- 
son after a winter move from 
Barry Hills to Reg Akehurst, 
and Henry Cecil's Canon Can. 
but neither appears particular- 
ly well-handicapped, and THE 
FLYING PHANTOM (nap 
3.45) is an excefient each-way 
bet at the early odds. 

The main event on the un- 
derran! is the Cheshire Oaks, 
four of the five runners in which 
are still engaged in the original 
Oaks, but such is this contest's 
record as a Classic trial in re- 
cent years that it seems likely 
that Kyle Rhea (3.45). the only 
one without an Epsom entry, 
mil come home in from. Perfect 
Paradigm (next best 2.10) is still 
in the Derby, but while the pre- 
mier Classic is a hopeless cause, 
the opening handicap, off a 
\ should b 


mark of just 85. 
within reach. 


be well 






3.55 


SANJRMGHAM SELUNG HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS G) £2,500 added 2m 4f 


HYPERION . 

Z25 Tlmkfar 2S5 Ultimate Smoothie 125 Dorft 
Ught up 3J55 Look ki The Mrror 4.30 Savoy 500 
Country Store • 


GOING: Good. 

■ Left-hand, undulating course wkh run-in »r 240yds. 

■ Course la on A4S6. Chepstow station (Cardiff- Gloucester Bncj 
1m. ADMISSION: Club SH; TvUcnwlls XJ0 (DAPs So). CAR 
PARK: Members SO; remainder free. 

BUNKERED FIRS T TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN HUS LAST SEVEN DATS; Wednesday. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Savoy (4 .301* Gztxnrenor (5.00) 
sent 349 miles fry G Wchanto from GreysuAe. Cumbrfa. 


110yds 

t 2-2634 stXRPERFoiami(a9)Aittts6J20uaraaMittii7) 

2 130141 RSI CADET (12j M Ppe 6 11 13_ A P McCoy V 

3 -463UU KMJTICM. 0E0RGE (IQ J Uxon 7 11 10 .Q £**<•$) 

4 0HJ051 KUMG IRC (7) D AftfrS 6 11 2f7B) DJ 

5 FUF-2 POSBS U0MCEV (30) 7 NKCWtl 7110 GTonwy 

6 PPP34-J HEU0IEUM(U)B[JBMf»n911O J*\IUkwe*jn 

7 COOS’ LOOK M THE MRROR (47) NliSfin-Owes 610 7.-C 


I2L25 


BALMORAL JUVENILE MARTEN HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3(000 added 4YO 2m 110yds 

ROMANTIC WARRIOR (FUJ K fbsjgK/B 11 0.J1 Mastey (3) 
SAMtHLA CAPE (F307) N Haute 11 0 IT “ 


3F6334 PMZE MARK (44) I Tick 8 10 7 
533063 STIWSA-POSE (35) B Uenelyn 7 10 4 

P-PP02 KHAZAH (USA) (66) R BoVwBnB 104 
002040 SAAR (28) BSker 6 10 3 


540000 ROC AGE (58) G Oates 6 10 3 — 

PU066 PROVENCE (182) A Cam# 10 100 
U54-P ASn0UBE(F3UJB<ad9S100 
430 VesrcaAS7(35)Mlete81D0_ 

506621) MADAM ROSE (23) JMtere 7 100. 

PCP04P SAIOUBE HARBOWI (4flg(D) Or PflSCfBd 13 100 -DTP 



P0 SASSY STREET (fll) RJctraxiHxigtoi 110. D 

SOKB OFT* SWORD (F21) JOB n0 M AFtagBaM 

044 SPB«SISUUlOIE(2S)eoensRBen0 WMwtsJob 

344 SPRHGCAMWGNPMUnpeUO APMcCoy 

603 TMUMTOOGerettbUO 

64 0UBAID0Uyca| J Mtflns l09 

BEnwa 3-4 spring Canpaiev 11-4 Song Of The Swnd, 3-1 Tkrtflar, 
8-1 Dim Daly, 12-1 Romantic Warrior, 14-1 SrartetaCape, lGtetan. 

BUCKINGHAM NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 

DLE (CLASS g £3000 added 2m 130yds 

314153 IUltAIESM001HE(Ba M(BF)MPpe5120APMrt3ajr 

34P02 R0WtRWat(37)JO«WSn9^ RDraraeo* 

460102 8UBE0FH*lllNEP9Vaeen»G)f9n5JteJ - nBaid(7> 

640211 OBSWKV (CAH) (7) (O) N Wafcer 7 11 3 XAbraraft 

MMM I»POPPIEION(4G)RaMhertm8105. LHwwey 


18 


346600 CAnnUER02)flMM*610O 
Ifi itrrlwfil 

Mhrnum wegfc 10a. Tree ftan*ap wdffc Pmence 9a lOb, AsaoUn 
9a fife Macoaa Sto 7& MUM fts? 9a 6ft. SekomOe Harbour 9tf Ub. 
Cah«*er9a. 

BET1MQ: M Haal Cadat, 7-1 Star PMtoaaar, KBbR Tina, U Halo Ms 
Ma% Fite Mtecfr. 10-1 laek to Tha Unar, SHMMm, Xtear^ Vtr 
1 


255 


I A qn l JORROCKS NOVICE HUNTERS CHASE 
I-WWI (CLASS H) £1^00 added 3m 


oaeara wai»^BajEvraci2)MStsanvn5iQ0. 

6CSK5 ALPHA UATiBT (18] L&SOA6 100 — M0Mtffrtef7) 


8 P2336P MUnEY(24S)NHate7100.. 

-Sdadaad- 

iMiun we&c 10a. Tiue benOap welffo DaydramSeGewSsriaftAl- 
leather M 13fe Mdfcy S3 7H 

BET7WG: 7-4 Mmr. Si RsjM W 100-30 Uttnate S w oo RiM , 7-1 
Btada of ftawao, UM.Hr PoppMaa, 2Mothw. 

H1GHGROVE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
C) £6^00 added 3m 
DONTUGHT UP (3Q Mss VWaams 1111 lOMrRThamtoa 


1 -22122 AROCI UmD) Ms J Ima 9 12 0. 

2 111-U1 WMWOffXiCWflDmVDaWlOUO. 

3 2332-F SAWff (68) GUmfe 10 12 0 

4 ffiO-lU 6aOMrSS0M(19(WSCunDe>tU120JteGMt(7) 

-4da dnd- 

BETnfft IMS PbarTooToaeKy, 5-4 Sarny, B-XArdwr, 16-1 SURart 
San. 


a25l 


renni south west amateur riders hand- 

fCAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3JX)0 added 
3m 

1 525320 8I0SVEN0RCI) RRGn0Hds6127CWMMAORlen[7) 

2 332FT3 COWIWf STORE (14) A P Jam 812 B MrEJmc(T) 

3 -1600U 8EnH?BnWGWSS(M}(CD|Nrw7^CWes8Ul» 


WB 


flfP-F 

1WU1 
0-3604 
U031P1 
115582 
85-500 

nenwa S2 Btedi ctwrefri 7-2 Rnteoa Mr, H Boot UM* Up, S-l 
BO, 7-1 Ptotentoy 14-1 


BUCK CKItCH (28) (OR R U U 5«— 0««wa 

PBIBH1E7 PIACE {21} N TMravDateS 8 11 5-C UoaeGjO 

FUNCHEOH GALE (39) B CurtB 10 107 D Maris 

8ANHRMN BU (5) (W M Rpe 8 llO 6— —A MWj) V 
NBRUJOEpiJIQMbB11104_ — Mr0Mtfta*(7) 


511543 2MGMAR{12)JEmaByS U 7.. 


232232 BAUfGXX) (1*7) (D) R AmKxi 811 7_ — MR A«ae (7) 

6 GORPffl ICANTBYA (27) J MiMns 8 11 5 UrSWWtarfajrO) 

7 1283SU C0UKAU.(21)MssPVSUeBllS MrJ Gatttafa (7) 

8 502548 APMRSPIOWERn(D)HHoae7U4JfrR7boratDO(a 

8 235420 STAC-P0UAIDH (14) KBaflBy 7 112 MRVWdey(7) 

-RriacMfad- 

BETmet 7-2 Woaanar, 4-1 Csaaiy Stan, 8-1 2M0nr, arifctec» 7-1 
BteterByBie fibre, 81 StaeFoGOUfr, 10-10a*reB, Apactaa Ftarer, 12- 
1 





HYPERION 

SJSO Royal Segos &20 Mecado &50 The 
Malakarma 7J20 Wise King 7^0 Formal Invai- 
tatlonSJZO Lottery Tfctot 


GOING: Good Ur So(L 

■ Left-hand course. Run-In of 170yd. 

■ Course is SE of town nor B6017. Utwwrter flUHcm (Derty- 
ftva toeltejolna course- A DMISSION: dub SJ5(OAJM 513); 
TaucrsaUs S 10 (OAPk S.7): Course W. CAE PARK: Free. 
BLINKERED FIRST TOOL Orinoco TMOn (620); T he 
Malakansa (6JK>)- 

WINN8XS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Ml Bridge (6.50) 
won ox Cheftenham on Wadresday. 

LONG-DISTANCE ETJNNERS: Bays! Jester (650) has been sere 
i3y icIIq by C Jkony Cron Kfteo, Borders; Wo&np (7.50) eenl 223 
mflq by MrsJane Stony from Ketoo, Borders. 


BRADSHAW (BROS) OPEN 
HUNTERS CHASE (CLASS H) 

£2£O0 added 4m 2f 

1 11-SIP MOtLUB HOUSE (H) parent* 11 12 7 JteC 

2 -22222 R«ALJESmi(U)CSsiqrl312 7 Mr C Storey R 

3 142231 HUSTT BRD8E (7) R Mn S Jannson 10 12 ate R Benon (7) 

4 -5P133 mMNGCUPUT(n(C)UTntle7l2125J»LJMfaiI(7) 

5 -11362 1HEMAlAMnU(7)(CD)lta5CSantelll2SMBPal- 

bdiBB 

6 24402 BRANVUI GUEST P^(BF)PNenol5U 12 OJfrJTbnrt 

m 

T -63323 


&50 


MOBILEFONE GROUP NOVICE HUNTERS 
CHASE (CLASS H) £2000 added 3m 2f 

1 00014 BALASAM (26) (C) J G ONel 11 12 0 HrATwwn (5) 

2 1PUU31 DOIffltO MGHT (17) E Kattri 7 120 — AtrBHrereer (7) 

3 -U2113 nSCALPfflJCY(48) ATnar9120 MR Tracer (7) 

4 4-1P22 GUJ?S FDUQMt (10) J D ClfeH 6 12 0— Mr A DMm (7) 

5 11111 ftTS raiOW (29 0 Ponce 9 12 0 M-iCftxd [7) 

6 3P524 ABT MA8MALADG (KJ) D itfcrTB 8 12 O—lfr R Breton (7) 

7 -11455 ROVALSBBOS (U) MtsS Bader 10 120 

Mr CStocktoo(7) 

8 D1241P RTOBB HEU6 P3) Ms M Mnta 10 12 OJtr S Mkar (7) 

9 (P -216 VERT HARM) (7) J rut 7 12 0 MreSShrerett(7) 

10 F2VUA FRONT COVER (lOt SPre 7 119 Mire 8 Mdoaiy (7) 

-lOdretreed- 

— r it -ii— — ■ - ‘If* 

Rojal Sag*, 81 Hreal Potey, 12-1 GBa’s Footfate, Jret Mmtlade, 
16-1 1 


FEAIAOE (U) (Q Mai Ulbanal 13 12 OMre J RtanM (7) 
-7dedaad- 

24. HdteNlitouaB,l-Z1frBty Bridge, The Mtetearere, 152 Roy- 
; 8-1 MaovMe Gout, 10-m^aOaC^kt, 18-1 Pomade. 


COUTTS& CO HAMNCAP WLE 
(CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m 

1 254534 RXJRniNlJC(36) (D)MManun9120 W 

2 223113 DAMKSUAN{12)n IteHKntgtSllS ICMoty 

3 12-3F3 WSERM6(B0m JGM7114 CUmAc 

4 350122 HAM7nASS(lfl9(D)JSm0|8UO MARbffaM 

5 600000 SAMTCELRBA)(11) (C0| FJcrtrifl 110 A P McCoy 

w 5 (^octanid — 

BETtMBe U-8 DreakMaa, 7-2 Win Mg. H»dy tn 8-1 RreUi k Ita, 

8-lSaMCktL 


750 


LUOA HUWER HCAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5^)00 added 2m4f 


1 54U81f . PUJWER BATCH) (CD) NHendEOOi 611 10MA 

2 14/211 FORMAL *MUTON (21) (DiDMchctscr 811 10 

Thornton (3) 

3 21560 teSJSBIAJT p») (C) TO J ItetflB 10 11 8 

4 16W0 WDMP(2D)MraJS»rey8U5 MrC 

5 242430 SA1XR JtM 04) (Q (D) PCB£or 10 110 APMcQjy 

-B 


(3} 


BETTBKS64 FonaN bafiatta, 84 PhreierBay, UA Safer Jto. 7-1 As- 


a20 


HOUGHTON VUIGHAN SELLMG 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) 
£2^75 added 2m 

cam UA6EES (AD TO PWw 9 11 10 —A 


&20 


A W STOKES DRUMS NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS Q £3.000 added 3m 110yds 


AWW MECADO [10) W FYarJey 10 118. 


3 -3S1P0 PLAynA. JULEI (CAIQ (12) [C) J )i3yrve8 9 116- 


(AtqreuRV 


-4P040 tMSOFTHUM)St(26) OT Mrs S Odd 9 114 — Bfenton 


P0614 BUnOFT(26)(D|Sai*np5113. 
45O0PS WORDGMnH P9TO 1 1 NW 7 11 0 . 


Jl ARzgereld 

Jl 


aw amtocotenuETOABateyeioe bqrtfoaaB 

5-P006 NN6&MSXM(F29WJenre510 4 TJeMs 

40306 B8ESX.(UA)IF15)JU^r8100 N Brawn (7) 

ID (WPOO OMY A SRAM (72) J Turor 5 100 WFtj 

Usman m&c IQs. rn*hanofcap«4fCfterf9S8fe CW/AStourSsr 

7fc 

BEITOtt 9-4 Blotoft, 7-2 Ptayfiri MO, Wonkrth. 6-1 Days 0( Thar- 
der. lM fteri.1^1 Mecado, 20-1 Megg ea lad. Orinoco Vretore, Mega 
WMoa.KJ-1 Only A Store. 


146502 MRCMVSfETO (D| AtasLSkktal5117. 

38432 BANMrnLlAD(BH)C4WMli7110 Hlaeraji 

213262 BBEHnBDH>a(37)WCl3y6110 

/P4VF BOmE BLACK (4) TIM 10 110 P 

454030 CVPRESSAVB«JE(37)MsVMM5110MrR 

&3UP5 umBKii*ErciS)TBeot^8ilo MA 

OP- MOM HAU PONCE (414) NBattae mO 1 

FP SCALE DORM (5) J Rdertng 8 11 0 — W 

006 SBNEYfU) JMoQDnnoeW8110 


0PO447 sra. OTOE* (1101) B Canada 8 1J0 
PROPS' IWGEiAYS (75R) DTitRi 10110 
1 RBBSDE MAJOR C Snail 5 11 a 
13fP UPHAMSWPRBES7) J0U9110, 

22164 KBRTSRAIBOIVPR) TO tfe D KaineS 109 

40LP0 PUSH ON P0LU 07) J PaWS 7 10 9 

-ISdedraad- 



rwti 


BEmwCe 11-4 Beany HH Lad. 8-2 D e ech fleMnyar, llflMCtftofre, 13- 
2 Cnprere Arena*, 10-1 lottery Ikhat, 12-1 Nnfa BaWare, 18 otter*. 


Plant ^ *05 Cdonef fei CWef R35 
TfeefayTfAitcft T 


0608 P0tfllCALIMMWE(12) Rifrml07— OMeCranacfr{G) 
-7dodBrsd- 

BEirHR:8-4Araarii«Sa^7-4OwnBn > H.RegaEl0a.liVlbtatiOa- 
ste, 18-1 Mr Bnno, 20-1 PefiBeel Maodeee, 33-1 Doteda Vtata&. 



■n^fS^dwal cireuiL Run-in of 200yds sUfltady uphffl. 

■ NEof town on B1J2* near Junction ct ABB and 4J. 

SSSSnaiVniJi 513 (Kxanpanied under-lfe 

l OAPs 51) fears. Including op to 4 adalto 58 J- CAE 

mSTTIME.- Praise Be f7m 

SEVEN nAXS:Ifc«e. : 

^TNNEBS: Nrahoha HaM «dj Tw- 

hare been «« 21 1 auteby J S GoHfc ftwoUJr- 

lawmow, SniMSde- 


6.35 


CHURCH FENTON HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS C) £6^500 added 
' 2m 

1 BU» L£0«n>(lS)(D)MsVV«aTBl012D — HI 

2 021251 CUMBJBAN CHAUBtSE (8) (OJ) T Easwtrr 8 10 — 

- RfiMtqr 

3 238423 ABUH000T{8)(0) JMngllll6 TJHasty 

4 31S83 POUnC4LTOVtHi(13)(CI8 RMemlD114 B Storey 

-4dedrawd- 

BETTWa 5-4 Ctriaa fftrallimgri, 5-2 IBstor Oddy, 3-1 teatard, 7-1 Pa- 
Steal Tbwer. 


4 o JOiuriCMrrpaB]Ota*an7uo 

5 R2F-C6 LORD PAT (14) MB M Iflgxi 6 11 0 

8 08565 MRBfiS®JOTS(33)Wfti*«511tt 

7 00- MOOMUGMTVBtnRE(429)MWne5UO._. 

8 000P NMBEK(nQO6)TTSte7U0 PMreB 

9 3PC30 nvEMJXTO8ncbad5 7110 PCerteoy 

10 2184 SHB0ajE5T{2S) tef&TTnorx3«110 RGmSly 

11 2-CGFD im»W0OTOPBeamn7110 HSrwia 

12 F03040 DBJIff HYMBt S5) Ms S Srta h 7 10 9 R Guest 

ETTRB: 5-2 ChteaJteg; 5-1 Rbeaoe, 8-1 Slant Raeft, 81 Bostoo Mas, 
Bedi And Ca«, T e a e rimoud . 14-1 DMdyRyner. 181 ottea. 


g_Q5| CATTAL NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5JX» 
I added 3m If 


P312U oausta BICMEF UR GRther* 7126 PCartwry 

24U412 KARBUSn«P7)ID)MiSan6i6118Jtr 
DRAfiWB BAY IteWfeKiy 8112- 

333423 miIUA(iaMsS9rm7I12 RStont 

6F4E56 <MiaU.O tO SSEnfflECare321l2MrMH N l tfrai i(B) 

-8F423 SnmaAUMB{51)PQ)ees&rau0i71l2 ASSntti 

314334 1WflR > (37) (CJ C FWefB 112 D 

-7 


BEITlN&4-6CoioaenaChier l 7-lKraaereare,RauBa,Trrare ( 12-lDnR- 
oo» Bay, M-l Strangatonfc 1004 OMni CrosatL 


755 


HEADMGLEY HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS O £6^00 added 2m 4f 




8551 


234351 DESm HERRUVAL (FS) {IQ (0) D MMSOII 6 11 10 

_RJ 


Arie l WASHDALE CONDITIONALj 
6^)5 JOCKEYS NOVICE HURDLE 1 


(CLASS E) £3000 added 4VO 2m 

l S«iu<aB(HaBIWiwll012 


705 


RACING CHANNEL NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £3^50 
added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 6RS504 BOSTON MW fi WtoStlflB S 11 6 BDHiM fr B 

2 334844 BECK MD GAIL M MSB VMIMns 8 UD-JHnbaem 

3 &S2CWA WW (12) J FMSeraid 6 11 Q_ BSfracy 


2 -16121 BffiHlBtSHIDE|37)(CO)tt5MfeKtejr7l06-PI 

3 £24234 BOLDER HB10 flfl) R TEaarty 6 104 — HI 

4 122222 WCHQLAS PLANT (M) TO (Bf) I GoLIB 8 10 0 80MR 

5 020224 DEB>Decsm(iq(c0)pcne8sea«]liioOJtSM 

-Sdanbred- 

Meirun we&c 10a. Tne ftatftap trails: Ntftote riant 9st HAD rep 
OecBAnSsiW. . 

Kirn 54 Darita AM U Br^tar Shads, 7-1 GoMa Krito, 8 
1 Hcte&s Pbnt. 10-1 Dais Daddoa. 


HUNSMG0RE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £3^50 added 2m 

1 212136 SAflMATUM (USA) (14) (P) M htannond 6 12 0 _ J) fientty 

2 -00009 BKSPARHDKp^TO NTr«er7108- — RDurenofyB 

3 F5Q233 H6HAW Wff B3} W M laftiRBr 9lOreileOomtKkC75 

4 P4U211 1SMYTAIRX d2) d4 J 5 10 3 61n)tor(55 

5 Q33RP GOMBPUBUCTOICqpaeeMm^ilOlOO-ASSBdDi 

6 150513 MSS3OIClffl{C0)Catrt6100 NVWranaoo 

-6tedmd- 

Wdnumvn^c 1C6L Tiwnanfeqpiie^BcGfltv RMs9B13^Matf»ni 
Stf 10RL 

BETTMK 5-4 TedeyVAtefa, 3-1 rtfMend Way, 81 Sinueflre, 84 Rr 
S prarw, H are fr — , 12-16atagPtefc. 


j^THEC^PEPENDEWTi 


RAGNG SERVICES 

0891261 + 





RACING RESULTS 


CHESTER 

2 ^LDAUnawutDr(PatEMe^ io- 

11 tar, 2. Uaaventy Atatnoe 12-1; 3. KB- 
eres 4-1 8 ran. S, 2. (R Hamm. East 
Ereriei^). Totos £1-80; £1-20, £330. 
£130. Dual Forecast £15.10. Comjwter 
suaiffit Forecast: £13.72. 

JLMk 1. CONON FALLS (L Damn) 9-2; 
2 . Soto MM 4-1: 3L NantfiMt20-L 10 nn. 
U-4'faiGuB Habout (fish). iV^. W. U Qob- 
den, Newmarkeo- TMk £3^0; £1-40. 
£1.40, £3-70. DF: £5-6a CSft£19JI2. Tns 
£48.80. 

3JO: 1. PANAMA CITY 0 ReM) 6-5 fev. 
2. Me Uris 5-1; 3- State. Mr 8-1. 5 ran. 
M. hd. (P CWWfB-Hyam, Merton). Wte 
£1.90; £L50, £180. DF: £4,40. CSR 
£&87.. • 


3j 40:1_ BREAK THE RULES (KDartey) 9- 
2 ter, 2. Kbata t^ris 11-3; 3. Naitbam Fan 
50-1; 4. (tocMtete 8-1. 16 res. nk. 17- 
(M Pipe. WeSnSDtf. Tote: £5.10: fuO, 
£2.80, £14.40, £2.40. Dual Forecast: 
£43-70. COn^uBrSftMSi! FaRCWC 5508a 
Trtasc £2^9180. Tno: £L108^0. Ncn Ruh 
ner Pater Noaer. After a stents’ nsiby, 
me resut stood. 

4-lOc 1. «ERT CHID (K FsAcnJ 92 ten 
2. Mirny Anottwired 16-1; 3. Boan Tae- 
■y 6-L 4. 1 Can't Aamaaftar 3 4-L 3S ran. 
’A. nk. <M Sunns; Newnaittt). Tote £650; 
£L90, £B JO, £3-90, £2^0. DF: £133-40. 
Ccrrnxnw Strata Forecast: VS3JSB. Tncast 
£334,29. TriK £315.60. 

- 4 AOt 1. DANCEIHElMMMmY (Dane 

Ofterf) IO-1: 2. tfaQpis 7-t 3, Diwte Aad 


Rula 25-1. 14 ran. 2-1 ter SaOlna (4tfi). 3, 
27a. (BMaeftTL Lantnan). Tote: £1030; 
£2,50, £220, £920. OF: £25. 20. Computer 
StfB©4 Forecast £80JLL Trteast £107230. 
Tna £41.00, 

Jadmot: £7,763^0 (part won, pool of 
£8; 747.90 carTWP teward to Chester the af- 
ternoon). 

nBoapat: f 102 BO QuadpoC ££22Q. 
«aoe 9: £21458. Place S: £160.83. 

BRIGHTON 

2J& 1 UMOtt (S Sendee) 9-2; 2. 
FfWefcxk Stmtew 8-11 ter; 3. daysaBs 
4-1. 6 ran. 3ii, ixt (S Dow. Epsom]. Tote: 
£9.90; £&30, £1^0. EXel Forecast £3£0- 
COmpuief Strain Forecast £7-51. 


LS: 1. GOOD NEWS (R Peiftam) 10-1; 
2- Going Groan 10- 1; 3- itame 9-4 
ter. 9 ran. 2, 3. (M Madgrwch, Dermeetf). 
Tote: £15M; £3.00, £2.10. £1.40. Dual 
FWecasc £74(XL CBBipmerSOMS* Foreoatt 
£90.09. Trto; £96,40. 

3J& 1 APOLLO RED (Candy MonS) 9- 
2 tor. 2. Jnstetenaa 13-2: 3. IMn Creeks 
11-2; 4. Rocky Waters 9-L IT ran. IV*. 
W.KSL Moore. Tote £6JO; £110, 

£2.50, £2-20, £2-10. £XS< Forecast £16.10. 
CtenputBrStia^it Forecast £30.99. Tncast 
£16361 Tore Trio: £25.40. 

3^: 1- IMZDRBC (Paul Hdery) 9-2; 2. 
Prinoa Danzig 94 tawuffle: 3. Dmcantoe 
HaH 4-1 9 ran. 5, 3. IM Pipe, wefllngton). 
Tote: wn £5.10-, places £2.70, £110. 
£230. Dual Forecast £8-10. Computer 


Strain Forecast £14.92. Tricast £423.7. 
Trice £13.10. 

435i 1 STELLAR UNE (D Gnffims) 7-4 
t3K2.LawOaooer0.2;3.ROBsi{teetlOO- 
30. 11 ren. 13, hd. p E6*w(h, WHtscTObW. 
Tote: £220; £140, £190, £190. DF1 £560. 
CSF: £8.45. Trio: £6^0. VWrBrsotJ for 8£C0 
^Mneasto M Pcrigaze. 

4^5: 1 COLLEGE NMHT {M hterty) 7-1; 
2. Marengo 4-1 Jt few; 3, EA FoBy 10-1 
14 ran. 4-1 Jtter Chorus Song. IV*. lVs. (S 
Vttams, NewmarieO. TnlK £U.40; £2.60. 
£130, £530. DP; £1530. CSF; £39.44. TU- 
cast £28821 Trio: £232-80 (pan won, pool 
of £16338 canted fbnted to Ch£Siar3.10 
today). Non Runner: Duston Soy. 

Maenpafc £60.00. Qnadpot £154X1 
Place te £13.73. Plaea Sc £1023. 


2i0FBrting Around 
240 Smart Venture 
Mp BowcSffe Court 


HYPERION 

W5 APACHE STAR (NAP) 
^15 Bishops Court (nb) 
— -MS Wdyan Queon 


GOING: Soft. 

STALLS: lie 2f- euiria aide; ro» - bwkte 
DKAW ADVANTAGE; Lour mnnbcra ben. 

■ Leftrhaiul. d^s, drciBar rouree. Not whoble for taiRreridinR hreres. 

CARPARK: Si 

m IKAH6N G TaAl WKHS WmJ KUWtKES: M Stwte - wmners frxsn 67 nra- 
nere^vesare>ceerera»>or2Z^itbandah>Hu>aSi level <uk* nf c i ■n-ii)—. 

15«& JOSniai®, 1439L-i33j«jRH^ 

+£l«;AMeT-JlI •»«*«. 138 numere, 8.13*. -nBnw 20 ’ 3% ’ 

H LEADING J0GKBX5; Pat Eddery — 15 ctnoere, 67 ndcs. a 4fc. -A4 t! WS 
SUlrere-I3-tanere.48ddre.27 1%, +5 1 1 .?£k D^rW^l “ 

19.7 %. f£l i -87: L Droori - 1 2 womer*, rrr itta, itSS^C 1 1 61 *** 

BUNKERED msr HUE: None. WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-MSTANCB MNMKHS: Dnteral^. 10) 

AmaM.W&ya; (4. >5) h»» been .sem 205 mfle» fay GLerns from Heater, 

Surrey; Bowcflffe Corart (3.10) sa* 3X: rofleg by R AJafcuna Sarrey 


235 ] 


CHESHRE REGMENT HANDICAP (CLASS C) 
ES2JOOO added 3Y0 lm 4f ‘ W 




36-103 MBJHtPWKO^ 0*CW Sumer) R Joirsor HouriwnS 7 
SJ1-3 M^6TOTO0*Hamaai«l«aoan)JOatop97 ' 


RA7MGS 

JiWddlCQ 

XMaKlOr 


022-1 P tHFB CT RARA W tel P7) (P) S*tei MUwnnedl J Galai 9 1 pg WMi 

204-4 FLHIBIB AROUND (IBA) p7) ritettxm A! Maimurai W Stoue 8 12 _J( 2 9S 

36-1 DASnSM TO ft* Rotan Ogten) B Hfc 8 8. JBW.6 S6 

02-0 BUBWta(37)0*RHScrp»)PCnappfr«)eii83._ 

0400-1 TO STAMB (28) (SMftAmn Dental J Bertel 81 . 

-7dednd- 

MI1lftlWalMtNidte. M Mtel a-enww-j, ^ 11 7 Irinmtl. (I T lirire I**. 
9-1 amraA 11-1 toll St teMti. 

1996: BecWbop 3 8 12 J taO 8-1 IP Qnppte-Hyan) dm il2> 13 rei 
RMM GUIDE 

Bebc a son of Atoao and a fiiManrter to Bw smart 12-furlor« horse Botuao, PERFECT 
PARADIGM shot*! mash this rest. He laded a shade snort d toe as a juvwae, but 12 

hatoriBs vres tha anater at Newcastla fhe weete agu when tw hepi up tte gatep to oeat 
Dare Green and LaMaftk. The fann a iha ttne looied weak, bur not now wtti LwNek 
gang on to Rtpon for a Ow-tonMh win in a decent maiden, rotting Anwnd rrugn wen 

ereuiata Perfect Paradign by comng good at me tret anernot at 12 furtongs alter nas 
orera mile. Ms debut second to Stetiiemate Valaratanee at Newmertrat wto. ceriaMy fu« 

at promise, as wee ns seasonal performance at Newcastle vinen fourth 10 hotpot Mn- 

erewie. Trie stable won a hancBcap wfth Great Odd here yestenlay am Fliwg Areurd 
rates a tog danger. Trie gtxmd stioulonX ut theory, be a many for DamsM altar fra aH- 
weatfter win. He loota wel htmdicapped on te juvenrie form and he d« win that bad race 
at UntfWd very eesiy. retiyatf Das nawr tut on anjtiing but test gound so now he copes 
today B anyone’s press. He ran a cracker on ha reappearance when tram m a btanhet 
brash to Rwefs Source at Newmaite (lm 2ft and anew upped si nra-B Sme r Pink wasn't 
far behind fhBjtro In 0* Newmarta race desprte ftreaung 12th and is 3to better today. 
Muter Pink to wry toupt wtm soft pound form. Bawd is not really bred for tna stami- 
na tea- Selection: PERFE C T PARADIGM 




NWS BANK MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
added 2YD5f 6yds 

5 CHUK»TO£hTtu*tec»gOub)PCl«rifrH)eni811. 
(lire Bue Chp Gujp) P Cde 8 11 




ESTOPPED Ota S G Owed U Chamon S 11 . 


RAfcC T0BER (Mr MtmM Novato) R Hannon 8 11 . 
raarOADanwCMawriABaricySll 

06 ienUll«(9TO(M-Ra4(taen(Hu)isrt»PBarB8U. 


_l Heiri 7 79 
-T Won * — 
JRHMfcesS- 


JteeOMI— 

— SSendereS— 
Iftatnr871 

OM.YPOR G01D Obtain IfinarilfrSeonenIMreiJ Beny8 U XDarieyl — 


SMART VBOIIRE Ms D J Smrt) R Htensheefl 8 11 . 

- 8 dodarod - 




BETTOR 7-4 OBgraw, 7-8 CtaHo, S-l On» for SoM, 6-1 Rarea Tbwer. 04 Bdnpped. 7-1 
14-1 Kotoy, Smart Venture. 

199R Vlpsan 2 8 11 Pat Eodeqr 58 te 01 Ctemon) draw (8) 9 on 

POMSUDE 

ESTOPPS) Is not certain to harefle soft going, but he loots a good sort bearing in mind 
ns miner. Mick Charmon, mn this oca tea year with Vasan. Jack Ben/s newcomers 
are hitting top form and Only For GoM rates a meat. He's an early foal by Presidium, 
who was responsbte for recent ftriksstane juvenile debut wmner tesham (firm gtxnf). 
ChunKo w# have a fotowtag with a rwi under hs beft- Filth to Myana at Newbury when 
sec lengtrie behind subsequent scorer Chips, Chunto is a funny one for Peter Chappto- 
Hyam 0 train betas a hMI-bioihartDihe safHng plater Bedante. ta a race sum as this it 
would be the norm togs along with Pam Cote, but It Is ham to be sure about DOgence 
on the found with fast-ground speedster DSum as hre sire, ftchard Hannon’s youngsters 
can ne«r be dranissed (he had another debut vmsrer an Monday) and Flame fewer Is 
an Aprl foal by Archway. Darid Evans is m fine form and ha has given Newtiargea two 
quick races, but the outside safl has to be overcome. Reg HoOtaBlwad Is not renowned 
for debut winners but his Smart Vtatare has a good draw here, he's an eaiy fe el and 
a son of Henry CecTs very smart performer Ssbrehfl. Sel ect ion: ESTOPPED 

TOTE CHESTER CUP (HANDICAP) (CLASS B) 

£50000 added 4YO PLUS 2m 2f 347yds 

65552 0LDR0UVQ.{USA} [39) [Mb R D COMA) D M uoty SnCh 8 9 10, XltebytalQ? 

20314- SNOW PTOCEBS (176) (tmdWsHDdD ted Ikrbigion 598 I MU 1105 

4113-1 CANOMCMf (USA)(19)(Canon(Argfia)OAUcOHCBCj4 93 EMte3112 

01052 TOP CEES 09) (£TO (M RE Sander) ItaJ Rsnedtn 78 U Itow6113 

S200- ONNTO(TO(Ki«ittntan*irtedfe)MPt)s588 T«ta4B110 

03004 THALMNAH(2S)fMWO)IM) BSnat584 5SMdHsSU3 

6Q32fir nEFUMG PHANTOMITOCPH 9easLkfiMTaTri*c682 Ita Oban 7 - 


6413-1 B0WCUFPE COURT pSJtMFiO Spar«4 RAtehuti.581. 
51030- MAZKHET (USA) (HI) (Mr Hank CteWlOOTteil 480- 


-J Ota 10112 
-Dtrsta8 - 


10 KH6 WARNWOR^D^IVatByPBMDctaRscrglWledjPEfriesri 80^c tatter 2 105 

11 CO-331 BlBBrPAiKTO9»6taGUdddbrad4MtanBon«7il NAdrew 9 110 

12 85450 UPPER MOUNT CUR (9) (BP) 0* CE&ltSWOC&ntei 7 7 10-RFbeoc*(S)ll 113 

-12 tec tete- 

BETTOfc 200-30 BawtORl Oorat, 7-2 Craxw Cre, 5-1 Top Coes, 8-1 Snow Pltncas. 7-1 Ettar 
by Park, 10-1 Trie Ryfe* PhretON, 12-1 Datfog, 14-1 OBBtrawri. 20-1 ThaHrah. 25-1 Uppir 
Motori St Ctelr, 33-1 Mresmat, 50-1 wining ReoL 
1996: Mret 4 710JQiten ll-2 (P Cole) drem 1 12) IS ran 
FORM GUDE 

Trie gotivl is n^it lor BowcBffe Court whereas we have to taka a stab at CANON CANS 
abtity to cope with the commons. The form Unas Imotang Orchestra Sal puts the pair 
on the same rung of tie laddBr at today's we&to. but (tenon Can is wall worth the bet 
with Tfe fees on his beck efter the reoere ttautiuiy win from Tap Oenm. Jlmn^ Qurtn must 
have a good idee of the winner having ndden Canon Can Irtio owd n the Ceaarewttch 
and the renter partner o( BowcRfle Court. Cancra Can tookedesgoodaseveratNew- 
buiy whan stayu* on too strongly tor Top Cees, and looks capable of progasutg enough 
to make ire tor tha state's somewhat itaucKy run w*h Conadni test year. Tap Cube was 
eased d<wn whan held at Newtuy and meats Canon Can on 41b be-tr terms lor the 
there l a ig l h beating. Die run has tfitto improve hlnn. he won tha race two years ag> and 
may rav need some C4g m the gouno after Itodtag conat i on s too fast 32 months api 
BowdWe Court rrest have been to and form to wn on tha tost Mound 0 Warwick test 
month. He can do ewn better wm thra cut ana his beckand run m Haycock has been 
seriously boosted by the wine of 9weeme9S Herself and Oidwstia StalL The ffyfcig Prin- 
ts III from hustling end he was thM m Top Caos In the race two yeara ago. The pound 
should a* him and a 23to pte tor the fce-teneh bealng by Top Caw gves him a good 
chance If some or the oW abllty has been raaned. Ettreby Park won at Sandown after 
he was cobared by Bowcirffe Court at Warwick- Ha b only Tib timer oft and may not be 
suited by th® soft ground. Daqgng was a long wy behind Canon Can In the Ceserewtcri, 
thougn ha finished second to See victor re this la« year. Snow Prin ce— won firet tme 
ire last season and tores the mud. though the wetgit sets her a task this time, and Old 
Rwivel Is toso ashed a question under 981100). SataeOan: CANON CAN 


eTcl SHADWELL STUD CHESHIRE OAKS (LISTED} 
(CLASS A) £35000 added 3YD lm 3f 79yds 


_JHMs299 
_T Qt*= 3 7 A 

_LDstlori5ff7 
— I MS A 76 
-XMoalB? 


21-4 AHWWSDW(18)(MAE0ppar»»ra)GWaffi89 

0- DBHtr BEAUTY Ited Wstnao*) M Snta 8 9 

65 DUMB. (27B) Seta Mrtnmed) 8 HIS 8 9 

56 SRArewt (13) 3* R E Sa^tol P OoprtfrHyam 8 9 

2-1 m£BNEATO6rQKMMb)HCBQf89 

> 5 amend - 

BETTBtto 2-1 Byfe Btee, 3-1 Desert Beamy. 10030 Apacte Star; 51 Daedal, 51 Grapevine. 
1096c Tout A Coup 3 8 9 M J Nrsne 51 (G Qasck) dawn <8 8 bi 
FORM GUIDE 

JDUNDEL can surprise her tour rtrete now aha tats a trip after juvonte ruts over s* and 
semn furiongv. Sna’s from the famlfy of Hgi Hawk and In The Wings so this Joivney Is 
greatly waned to bnrjg out the bast In her. NM mat she mis wahout atoftry a! turn, mak- 
mg a tfeeetog start n Ponufraa and then shtwring up w— n Goodwood umi checked 
tor room to QurasSna^ race. Kyle Rhea is from a temSy that does vre* In their second 
season so she's gamg to be ham to beat aepacally with a wtrmng run ai Ftomeftact un- 
der her beiL Her ractog style g«a hope she can do even batter with some cut and to- 
day's longer trip e also smack n her Amour. Apacrie Star, Mnneraf a backend maiden 
n the soft at Lmgleld, tooted to need of the run behind Royal Amaretto at Newbuy 18 
days agp and wfl be mum sharper today. Desert Beauty showed promise on her only 
jurende sort at Hampton and Is horn an to-ferm stable. Sel ection: BUNDS. 

Tie] ROODEYE HANDICAP (CLASS C) £15,000 added 3YD Bf 
' 18yds Penalty Value £11478 

DmOneMll 

— MHfc7 

-RHBtanl 


<3550 BRBBITO QadyEWd RHmonBT 

022-56 HOOKSTOB (USA) TO (BeranG von (tenant) GV*aa96. 
232G5 D0UBLEJ(2B)(MrDH«mta99KMcWaB96 , 


31-33 BBHOPS COURT (U) (BF) (JfrDR Braherton) Ifts J BanWS0n93 

12355 NANTT EMUER (FR) TO W (ted MOBpi) J Bniy 9 1 

3E251 t6GHTFIJSfT(9) (p)(MrCH9tevens)J JONai813(7W 

13255 SAMSUNGSPMffTOmMrTASC0lhartEIM8(na812 

15652 SQNBMBTTOTO(MsDriaa*i0HartMy)PCcb89 

50-233 J0Wa«MSTO(BF)nc»adawn|RreftKoetf)MMB8 

65040 «STTOGnLTOI6IWasimaiUdlPGa»B5 

15400 DOtBUO(U)m<8KBttUtOWJpre84. 


-8 Crater 10 
_XMoal4 
— IQnta2 
— Iftta3 
1 Reid 9 


10 
11 

12 0250 HIWDBKYTO{MB»BabdE«8ljEW84. 

13 04510 I0C5MJBH LADY (25) TO Dtan Racing QrtfiKHagB 80- 

M 


— Flyidi P5 4 

SSantere5 

jtaiEiktayU 

T Spake 10 

_R Ffcaadi (5) 8 


400222 SUOE FACTORS TO TO (MrMlgiSniekto KBuite 7 10 
-Mdecfcnrf- 

BEflMto 2rl Btakopi Corat 52 John teta, 51 Strag MW, 51 MooeMtara, 151 H0i. 

B« Ben, DotelwO, Store FWnrs, 151 Nat Y Gerear, DrataeJ, 151 Mg Ben, 251 ottera. 
199K Pnnoely Sound 3 8 5 M ftraon ll-l iM BM) ttarai (10) 12 an 
FORM GUIDE 

This sren fistoiM. coupled with the stows- surface, vrtl help Btebops Court, who had a 
had draw wfian Hud to Tha bettar-poaboned per Hpoafi and Sabina at Sandown (51) 11 
days ago. Ha was just as premising on hb reappearance at Doncaster when thud » Bru- 
tal Parosy/and wl now be to top concfitren for today's ask. Bsrtops Cart is likely to be 
at cramped odds and tret! need to (reap out of trouble from son six before making his 
run. Jack Ben/a HaetYGner and Suita Efcctmwtf ensure 9 fear pace, but the one 
to wash now ha's back sprinbrg te MOONSHINER, who male toe uteful Wolf Mounts* 
sweat oos this trip at Yrafc last October. Ntfit nVR cams ftom behind u beat otter ri- 
wls a Pontaract last week, but the 71b h&ier mailt and outside draw are off-putlln& 
Mktset Btfs horses are running a bit bettor so John Earns is a Ihdy each-wsy shot, 
itod this fa more Dooble-crs ground afffir the fast at Rlpon. Selection: M00f®ffNER 


4,45 


EVELYN DELVES BROUGHTON MADOJ STAKES (CLASS D) 

£10000 added 3VD Tfflfcs Penalty Value £7^38 

432- » , SIBBy|19»WfMIjtoaitataWMa9ta)ABaaty8n Jtawl 

5- BLUSfW0DCSffir(2O8)5Hthamed3rtreS RHarronSIl DwOMB 

400 «BMyRESPBTOTO9*GBtSonM)nortAB*!f811 DVM0AUB 

0336- MDmqimp0O){ltaOatelflMaORIUMEta811 1_F4«*P)4 


0 IWSTBWMl(USA)TOShrtriMofWTmed) JGesdan811 . 

35- M«™^A«(2Sm»TA5cortem)EWB)me38U 

RADUNCT (Ur J W RonlBS) J letfi 8 11 . 


Dettori 6 

JQbten? 


4 SCSTREtADYfl^ [Scspce RaangJ 

5 8#arPATO0TOTOI«taBNewn«Blta4My8n- 
4 WOOOBBti (Q (Mr B H Fan) JQmt 811- 


004 TABDirELSUUBINdSSSDImpoils W-BMcitehonBll. 

-lldKtraed- 


_Dea HcKoow 3 

DHotariS 

I Stack 9 

l Day 2 


-TQwrelO 


BETT1II& 54 Sceptre Mr, 3-1 Bart Roty, 52 Mjstery M, 51 Bbshteg Desert, 7*1 Woo5 
bedk, 351^ W« H Sitere, 121 SHMt PMsepte, 25-1 ItaP *, 251 ettera. 

1386: AuovJana 3 8 11 fti Edday 2-1 te 0 Hfej dam (4) 12 on 

FORM OUK 

PEA'S RUST, sportftg the Entrepreneur cokws. could Ote soma beating on her Bret start 

ofthesBasori.SI»ceftonlyiiiwwsinoreabouithe88ntethanSe^relatiyafidl4y*- 
tm HIB. and her sire Ftey »ng throws up ptenty of mudbrers. Bea’B Ruey eneouMofBd 
stmBar awMions m tt» a Haydock test October when third to the useful cote Poteen 
ml Griataas ana sha flntawd the seasnn ««h a good second of Arapi at Lecester on The 
ftsL A big dw^er has to be Sceptre Lady, who s following the same path as las pars 
wbrer Aimly Jaw hawig contested a newcomeis’ raa x Neueury^etedta: SEA'S RlBY 





Hodgson’s choice 
limited to face 
unsung Schalke 


Football 


WYN GRIFFITHS 

Roy Hodgson is in no doubt as 
10 ihc magnitude of the task 
facing his accomplished In- 
tern azionalc side when faced 
with contrasting style of the 
German club Schalke in 
tonight's Uefa Cup final first 
leg. 

Hodgson, the 1 En glishman 
who wifi leave Milan for Black- 
burn at the end of this season, 
was not resorting to pre-match 
platitudes in his estimation of 
the opposition. 

“German players are pow- 
erful and strong, and they nev- 
er give up,” Hodgson" said. 
“They're one of the best sup- 
ported clubs in the Bundestiga 
and it will be a tough game for 
us. 

“Only a fool underestimates 
his opponent and only a fool 
takes comfort from past 
results.” 

Maurizio Ganz, In- 
tern azio nale's leading scorer 
in the Uefa Cup this season with 


eight goals, is likewise wary of 
the unsung Germans. Ganz 
said he was prepared to face u a 
real battle, against a team which 
is athletically very strong”. 

With one eye fixed on next 
season, the 28-year-old Italian 
forward added: “The result of 
the final is veiy important for 
many Inter players as it may 
mean as extension of the con- 
tract for the next season.” 

Rarefy have two clubs with 
such differing backgrounds met 
in a European final. In- 
ternaaonale boast a history of 
international success while their 
German rivals have never won 
a European trophy. Even 
Schalke's last domestic triumph 
was back in 1972 when they won 
the German cup. 

The two legs will be played 
in-dties which are also vividly 
different Gelsenkirchen, an in- 
dustrial city in the Ruhr which 
has been "hit hard by unem- 
ployment in recent years, will 
stage the first leg before the sec- 
ond game in one of Europe's 
most fashionable dues in north- 
ern Italy in two weeks* time. 


The teams themselves are a 
contrast in composition. The 
Italian club - missing the sus- 
pended Jocelyn Angioma, Paul 
Ince and Youri Djorkaeffforthe 
first leg - has an abundance of 


playing riches. 
Schal 


US challenge to 
transfer system 


Ten Major League Soccer play- 
ers have asked a US federal juefee 
to issue an order declaring the 
transfer rules of Fifa, the gov- 
erning body of international 
football illegal in the United 
States. The 10 players, led by lain 
Fraser and Paul Caligiuri. filed 
a suit against MLS on Feb. 14, 
accusing the second-year Amer- 
ican league of violating Ameri- 
can antitrust, laws and illegally 
holding down salaries. They ac- 
cused Fifa of participating in a 
conspiracy to violate US an- 
titrust laws. 

On December 15, 1995, the 
European Court of Justice de- 
clared in the Jean-Marc Bosnian 
case that the transfer rules were 
illegal in the 15-nation European 
Union. More than 15 months lat- 
er. Fife announced on March 26 
that it had amended its rules to 
comply with the decision and that 
players could transfer between 
teams within the European 
Union without transfer fees at the 
end of their contracts. The play- 
ers on Monday asked US Dstrict 
Judge Mark il Wolf on Monday 
to issue asummary judgment pre- 
venting Fifa’s transfer rules from 
being applied in the United 
States. 

A ruling on the request is not 
expected for several months at 
the earliest. “The Fraser litiga- 
tion was brought on behalf of ail 
Major League Soccer players to 
strike down those agreements 
which have eliminated competi- 
tion for professional soccer play- 
ers in the United States,” said 
John Kerr Snr, a spokesman for 
the players. “The players feel 


quite confident that the United 
States court will follow the lead 
of Bosnian and swiftly rule that 
the Fife transfer fee system is un- 
lawful” A trial on the antitrust 
Haims is not expected until 1998 
at the earliest 

“It is to be regretted that this 
is to be bought before a court 
which is against the principles of 
Fifa,” said Keith Cooper, 
spokesman for Fifa. “It is re- 
grettable that this is at a time 
when soccer on the upswing in 
the United States and the US 
team is doing well in qualifica- 
tion for the World Cup. It would 
be a shame if some of that im- 
petus was lost by a lengthy legal 
case which can have a debilitat- 
ing effect as we’ve seen in Eu- 
rope.” 

Portuguese officials said Tues- 
day they had found no evidence 
to back up a controversial tele- 
vision report that national play- 
ers cavorted with prostitutes at 
a hotel before an international 
game. The Portuguese federation 
said the allegations were “un- 
founded” and bad “tarnished the 
honour of the national team.” 
“We will start legal proceedings 
against the television channel for 
the damage it has caused to the 
image of Portuguese soccer at 
home and abroad,” federation 
president Gflbeito Madai I told 
a news conference. The SIC 
television channel alleged last Fri- 
day that five prostitutes had 
joined the national squad ata ho- 
tel near Lisbon three days before 
of a European Championship 
qualifying game against Ireland 
in November 1995. 


jalke, on the other hand, 
have few leading players who 
are known internationally apart 
from rheir midfie!der-cum- 
libero Olaf Then, a former 
World Cup player, and the 
Czechs Jin Nemec and Ra- 
doslav Latal. 

Six of the last eight Uefa 
Cups have been won by Italian 
clubs and Intemazionale will be 
seeking to win the Cup for the 
third time after successes in 
1991 and 1994. But just as the 
Germans are unheralded they 
equally capable of causing an 
upset One of the biggest fac- 
tors in Schalke's favour in 
Gelsenkirchen’s Parkstadion 
will be their support. 

Schalke were a major force in 
German football during a peri- 
od up to and including the Sec- 
ond World War, winning the 
championship six times between 
1934 and 1942. But although 
their last German title came in 
1958, they still have a fanatical 
following around the country, 
with a reputation for emotion- 
al and vocal support Even when 
the dub was relegated three 
times during the 19S0s the dub 
kept its following. 

Huub Stevens, the Schalke 
coach, is hoping to have a fully 
fit squad, apart from the Dutch 
striker Youri Mulder, who is out 
for the rest of the season. 

“Finals are absolutely the 
top games for any player. We 
are total outsiders,” said the 
captain,' Olaf Thon, who 
reached the European Cup 
semi-finals three times with 
Bayern. “But, if we manage to 
turn the tables, that would be 
the greatest thing Schalke’s 
ever done.” 

Hodgson has called up two 
youth team players in the 18- 
year defender Tiziano Polenghi 
and 19-year-old midfielder Ser- 
gio D’Amilia, because of the 
suspensions and injuries. 

Ganz and the utility player Sal- 
vatore Fresi are suffering from 
flu while the Swiss midfielder 
Ciriaco Sforza is troubled by a 
long-term, leg injury. However, 
given the lade of alternatives, they 
are all expected to play. 

“Physically, we re not in great 
condition and pride and will- 
ingness to sacrifice ourselves will 
count for a lot against a physi- 
cally tough side,” Ganz said. 

This is foe first of the two Ger- 
man-Italian final confronta- 
tions. Juventus and Borussia 
Dortmund meet in the Cham 
p ions’ Cup final in Munich on 
2S May. T^e Cup-Winners’ Cup 
final is between Paris St-Ger- 
main and Barcelona on 14 May 
in Rotterdam. 

ScMka (probable}: UMram thon. De Keck. 
Linte. LataE Muller. Nemec. Buastaws. 
Awsertroes#. Wllmats, Max. 
tatwroiz Jonahr tprobatOe) Pagvcx B ergo - 
rm. Georee. Pagan*. pwooe. Zane®. Sfoaa. 
Res, Winter. Gam. Zamoreno. 


Lehmann feasts on 
woeful Warwickshire 


Cricket 


HENRY BLOFELD 
reports from Edgbaston 
Warwickshire 234 
Ybrkshire 237-5 
Yorkshire win by five wickets 


The departure of Derroot Reeve 
from Edgbaston can never have 
been more sharply underlined 
than it was yesterday when York- 
shire were allowed' to make al- 
most unimpeded progress to a 
likely place in the quarter-finals 
of the Benson and Hedges Cup. 

In case this seems ungenerous 
to Yorkshire, it must be said that 
through Darren Lehmann and 
Michael Vaughan they made 
the most of the chances they 
were given. Lehmann’s bluster- 
ing strokeplay showed the way 
while Vaughan's adhesiveness 
made sure there was no slip-up. 

But Warwickshire were awful, 
even allowing for the biting 
wind which blew round Edg- 
baston and for the fact that the 
ball did not swing as it bad on 
Monday. The bowling was all 
over the place, the fielding was 
untidy, the catching bad and had 
Reeve been in charge, smoke 
would have been coming out of 
his ears. 

Warwickshire’s cricket was 
never as ill -disciplined under his 
captaincy and now there 
seemed to be precious little co- 
hesion to the side. They were 
given an excellent start to the 
day, too, when David Bvas was 
bowled by Dougie Brown, 
choosing the wrong ball to pull 


in the rooming's second over. 

Lehmann, looking a little bit 
like a left-handed Billy Bunter, 
had hardly taken guard before 
he was thumping the ball to the 
boundary. He has a good array 
of strokes and an uncomplicat- 
ed and forthright method which 
brought him 67 runs in 65 balls 
with eight fours and one six. 

At the start, after Allan Don- 
ald's first three overs had been 
safely negotiated, Lehmann and 
Vaughan turned their attention 
to Gladstone Small and Ashley 
Giles. Small’s first over includ- 
ed three wides and his spell of 
four overs cost 26 runs. At the 
pavilion end, Giles, like many 
left-arm spinners down the 
years, found it difficult to bowl 
to a fellow left-hander. 

GQes was unlucky, however, 
in that he had Le hmann 
dropped at long on by Graeme 
Welch when 40 and a gain when 
51. Then, when Donald re- 
turned, Lehmann square drove 
for four, sliced over third man 
for six and cut for four in his ex- 
pensive second over before Giles 
was finally rewarded when 
Brown hela another stap ling 
drive behind the bowler. 

Vaughan was sensibly content 
to allow Lehmann to have his 
head. None the less, he cut and 
drove especially well when he 
had the chance before being 
bowled through a walking for- 
ward stroke against one which 
Neil Smith had held back. By 
then. Peter Hartley and Anthcv 
ny McGrath had made pleasant 
contributions and only seven 
more were needed. 



l may y nmgmpem- 


Clemens 
starting 
to repay 
Blue 

BasebaS 


Three palms and you're out: Hideo Nomo, the Dodgers pitcher, in action against the Cincinnati Reds in the third 
inning of the home side's 3-1 victory in Los Angeles on Monday Photograph: Sam MircovicWReuter 


It is beginning to look as if 34- 
vear-old Roger .Clemens is - 
worth the huge free agent con- 
tract he signed to jbmjh&TSron- 
to Blue Jays in the off-season. 

Gcroens fired his second com- 
plete game of the your® season 
to lead Toronto to a 3-1 win over 
the Detroit Tigers and raise his 
record to 5-0 on Monday. 

Clemens, who signed a thret^ .. 
vear, S24.75m (£15.5m) Contract 
to leave Boston after 13 years! 
as the ace of the Red Sox staff, 
allowed one run and' five. hits. 
He did not issue a walk and 
struck out JO to. lower, his d 
league-leading ERA to L58 . 
with the 103rd complete game 
of his career. ’ 

Carios Garcia stroked a tyro-, 
run double in the fifth ti mi ng to- 
give Clemens aft the support he 
needed. “I'm used" to - flight ; 
games}, in Boston! had a ton 
of nailbiters," Clemens said. 
“I’m not worried about my ca- 
reer wins and losses. I'm wor- 
ried about the play-offs and the 
World Series.” 

The Tigers pushed across, 
their onlv run in the second on : 
Melvin Nieves’ RBI triple: The , 
Jays added an insuranceaia in; 
the eighth when Otis Nixon; 
stole thir d and scored on Joe 
Carter’s sacrifice fly. -r :i 

Omar Olivares (1-2) gave; 
up three runs and seven hits> 
over seven and one third innings 
to take the loss. The Tgershave^ 
scored, a total ofjust six runs for. 
Olivares in his last four starts. ; 

In Los Angeles, Billy Ashley 
broke a sixth-inning tic with a 
two-run homer and Hideo 
Nomo took a four-hitter into the. 
ninth as the Los .Angeles j 
Dodgers beat the Cinonnati- ' 
Reds. Nomo (4-2) allowed six., 
hits in eight-plus innings, an-i 
proving to 4-0 against the Reds.! 
He struck out six and walked 
none. Cincinnati's run Came, 
on Willie Greene’s RBI single 
in the fifth. Mark Guthrie got; 
the first out of the ninth, and 
Tbdd Worrell retired Terry 
Pendleton and Jeff Branson,- 
for his ninth save. 

With the score 1-1 in the 
sixth, Greene booted Tbdd 
Zeile’s lead-off grounder to. 
third for an error and Ashley hit 
his first homer of the season.! 
The drive came off Hector Car- 
rasco (1-1), who relieved Kent: 
Mercker after five innings. 

In Boston, Kevin Appier- 
pitched a five-hitter and Jay BeD ; 
homered and drove in tyro nins^ 
as the Kansas Royals blanked the .' ' 
Red Sox 2-0. Appier (4-1) wafted 
one and struck out seven far his; • 
league-leading third complete:; 
game of the season and 10th car', 
reer shut-out. He allowed only', 
one runner past first base. ‘Ap* ; 
pier right now is better titan he's 
ever been,” said the Kansas Cty^ 
manager. Bob Boone. 

Chris Hammond (l-l) 1 ' 
pitched eight innings, allowmgi- 
two runs and seven hits with! 
three walks and nine strikeouts:; 

In Baltimore, Tun Salmon-' 
homered and drove in four and! 
Eddie Murray highlighted a.* 
four-run first with a two-run sin- 
gle as the Anaheim , Angels 
beat the Orioles 7-2. *. r- 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Benson & Hedges Cap 

One-Oay matches (50 c*enj »wM <w (torn 
Monday 

Derbyshire v Worcestershire 

DERBY: Dert>ygWw bt Wu urea tara Mm by 
30 iua. 

WWceseeraMre won toss 

DERBYSHIRE 

(Owrrigne 32 forty _ 

Kj Barnett bHte* — -5S 

C j Mams tow 6 Newport - —.9 

•DM Jones tow bLeainenJate .35 

0 A Khan u IjaathaitWe - -2 

V P danse c Weston b Haynes .52 

IK M Krrideen nert out 20 

PA J Defteftas b SaJanw -0 

C M Roberts (Ow I] Lsatfterttate 2 

A i Hams b leatterdak 3 

D E Mateolro c Soranhi b Newport ..3 

/, J Dean run out ... ._6 

Extras (W. !bl2, w21. nb4j — —41 

Total <49.4 overs) 231 

Pe* 1-37. 2-122. 3-131. 4-157. 5-209. 6- 
209. 7-212. 8-214. 9-220. 

Bowffne Newport 10-1-36-2; Haynes 10-1- 
4 71: u*nm 5-0-19-0: BmUey 2-0-14-0; 
HU* 10-0-49-1: Leather-dale 9.4-0-33-4: 
Solar*] 3-0-17-1. 

Worcestershire 

*TM Moody c Jones b Roberts ... 77 

WPCWeswnbMatortm — -1 

6 A Hk*c Jones to Malcolm 11 

£ R Haynes Ibtv b Doan -.13 

v s SoianW o dartre - 19 

K R Spuing b Roberts 10 

D A Leattiertiaie b Clarke — -..-2 

tS J Rhodas b Hams - - -37 

PJ Newport c Krtkten S DeRetes 12 

S R Imrettt c Jonas b Harris 10 

J E BrtnMey not out .0 

Extras Qb7, w4, nD21 13 

Total (4845 own) 211 

• Fa* 1-8, 2-36, 3-78. 4-122. 5-130. 6-143. 
7-143, 8-178. 9-209. 

SoMTnff Deftwas 9-3-33-1; Malcolm 10- 
1-38-2: Hams 9.5-1-30-2: Dean 4-0-16-1; 
Robots 00-52.-2; Oarte 8-0-36-2. 
Umpires: R A While and JF Steele. 

GoM award: V P Clarke. 

Durham v Udcesteratilre 

CHESTER- LE -STREET: Le i ce s t er shi re bt 
Dtnbmn by IB runs (due to snow. Dunam * 
/eased Es«er was 289 from 4S over*), 
Dumam won toss 
LEICESTERSHIRE 

D L Maddy c Lews b Brown 11 

I J Smdrf& c Boling b Brown 8 

a Ha»& c Speak n WaJKar - m 

■V J wells row b Walter .90 

J M Dakin notout .... — — —29 

N C Johnson not out 8 

Extras (M, tolO. wl9l -30 

Total (for 4, SO orarsj 287 

Fait 118. 2-22. 3-243. 4-261. 

DM not bob G I Macmillan, TP A Maori. 0 J 
MMns. A 0 MuDaly, M T Brunson. 

BowtJnfc Brown 10-049-2; Mtoen 10-0-57- 
0: water 10-054-2; Foster 90-94<i; Bon- 
ing 8-0-400; CoSRgAwyj 3-0-17-0. 


DURHAM 

j J B Lewis c Dakin b Multeity 18 

P D CoAngwoob c Mactmflan 0 Bnmson 36 

J E Moms c Habib b Srimson 62 

MJ Foster cNhonbDakm 1 

*D C Boon c Noon b Dafun - « 

fM P Spotant c Habib b MuUatty 33 

N J Speak c Dafen D Wens 59 

J Soiling c Bnmson 0 MulkSly .11 

N Klieen run out 3 

S J E Brown not out — —8 

A Walker not out -3 

Extras wlO. nblD > 25 

Total (IW 9. 48 ooera) 263 

Fan: 1-38. 2 109. 3-113. 4-141. 5-141. ■> 
204, 7-225. 8-251. 9-258. 

Boating: MutaMy 10 -0-53 -3; Mvlms 7 -3-23- 
0: Wells 8-0-50-1: Johnson 50-38-0: Bnm- 
son 9-0-41-2; Daton 9-0-53-2. 

Umpires: D J Constant and A A Jones. 

Gold award: A HatWx 

Glamorgan v Ireland 

CAfiDtFR Glamorgan M Ireland by sfe wick- 
ets. 

I’nabnrf non (oss 

IRELAND 

lOvn^K 74 for 3) 

W J cwnje cAo Dae 85 


•J D R Benson c & b tteban 

A R Cwtlop not out 

D Hess** tow b Croft 


23 

.31 


D Moore b Dale 0 

P G onespe tow b Watr-m .4 

G l Motas c Maynard b Watjat 10 

P McCrvm not out - -.1 

Extras UU12. - -.-50 

Total (for 9, SO oven) 202 

Fafc 1-2. 2-16. 3-70. J-134. 5 161. 6-162, 
7-163. B-172, 9-194. 

BowflPS Woqar 100-42- 1: Wa*m 10-1-26- 
3; Partin 7-1-25-1: Butcher 4-0-20-1: Croft 
10-0-50-1: Dele 9- 1-27-2. 

GLAMORGAN 

R D B Croft c Patterson b Cronje 43 

H More 6 McCnm - -4J4 


A Dale c Patterson b Mcbns 

-M P Maynard c Heesiey b Benson 
P A Cottey not out - 


45 

50 

■31 


S P tomes not out - - 

Extras Ib2. Ib3. w6, nb4j 

Total {tor 4, 303 overs) 


-5 

IS 

—203 


FMfc 1.73. 2-73. 3-164. 4-130. 

Did not bat G P Butcnar. tA D Shaw. Waqar 
Youns, S L Wabun. 0 T Partan. 

Bowfinc OfttSiBO 4-0.24-0: Cooke 20-25-0: 
Crane b-O-06-U McCrutn 7-0-35-1; Heasley 
2-O-lfrO: Mohrs 6-G-4Q-1; Benson 43-0-22- 
l. 

Umpires: T E Jesiy and K E Palmer. 

Gold award: W J Dome. 

Northante v Scotland 

NORTHAMPTON: Northamptonshire bt Scot- 
land by five 

Nonnampronshiro non toss 

SCOTLAND ISO for 9. 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
lOwntfit 126 For 5) 

M B laye not out 45 

1 N Snapo nor «n 27 

Extras ik> 4. wl2. nt>4) —20 

Total (for E. 334 overs) ..164 

FaB: 1-20. 2 33. 3-49. 4-55. 5-94. 


Did not bat: } E EmDursy. tD Ripley, J P Tay- 
lor, D FolteU. 

Bowflng: Thomson 10-0-45-3; Gourtay-l-l- 
24-0; Hurlban 5-0-28-1: Govan 5-0-17-1; 
Wrbiamson 8.4-0-46^>- 
Umpires: A Clarkson and D R Shepherd. 
Gold award: M B Loye. 

Minor CoontSes.v Lancashire 

WALSALL: Laooaehlra bt the Minor Coun- 
ties by 35 runs. 

Lancashire non Piss 

LANCASHIRE 210 tor 7 (N H Faubtottwri32, 
W K Hagg 54 no). 

MINOR COUNTIES 
I Overrule 1 tor Crt 

S J Dean c Hegg b Green - .41 

1 W Lartins c Crawley b Yates -..26 

N R Gavwooo c Hegg b Austin -18 

*1 Codtoain c Fahtrotfier b Maron 4 

G W Etfciesone tow b Mann — — -0 

R N Dalton c Crantey b waam .25 

TP j Nicholson tow b Austin 1 

N V Radlonj d Martin 14 

1 C FieUing tow b Austin — —0 

M A Sharp not out - » 

A J Murphy b Green JL 

Extras lOr. Ib5. wli, rto6) — — — —29 

Total (43^ overs) - -,175 

Ml: 1-60. 2-91. 3-102. 4-102. 5133. 6- 
134. 7-135. 8-142. 9- 172. 

BowSn£ Wtaam &-1-35-1: Austin 10-3-33- 
3; Swn 53-033-2,- Martin 101-41-3; Yaass 
10-3-211. 

Umpires: J C BatoerSRjne and 1 H Hampsftne. 
Gold aware: N h Fairbrother. 

Warwickshire v Yorkshire 
HX3BASTWt Yortehire bt Worwtckshtre by 
flea wl elects. 

Wanwdshlre wen toss 

WARMDCKSHBtE 233 torS IN M KSrmth 57). 

YORKSHIRE 

fOvemr^tt: 14 tor 01 

*D Byas b Bravn ..—.7 

V P vauffian b Smith 88 

D S Lehmann c Brown b Giles .67 

P J Hartley b Srrrtfi — 22 

A McGrath c Giles b Brown .... — 30 

c wnoe not our —8 

tR J Btohey not out 0 

Extras (07. ibS. w6. nb4j -35 

Total (for 5. 4G3 overs) .237 

Faft 1-17. 2-134. 3-173. 4-224. 5-227. 
Did not bat: B Parter. D Gcutfv C E W SA- 
rerwood. R D Sremp- 

Bowling: Donald 10-3-38-0: Welch 6-0-27- 
0; Brown 7J-1-40-2: Giles 10-O-49-1: 
Smali 4-1-26-0: Smith 90-42-2. 

Umpires: G 1 BufB«s and P Willey. 

Gold award: M P Vaughan. 

Benson and Hedges tables 
Group A 

P W L NR Tot 

Yorkshire 4 3 10 6 

DertJfsWre 4 3 10 6 

Woiwteks 4 2 2 0 4 

Lancashire 4 2 2 0 4 

Wores 4 2 2 0 4 

Minor Counties ....4 0 4 0 0 


p 

W 

L 

NR 

Tot 

..3 

3 

0 

0 

6 

.4 

2 

2 

0 

4 

..3 

2 

1 

0 

4 

.3 

1 

2 

0 

2 

.3 

0 

3 

• 0 

0 

P 

w 

L 

HR 

Tot 

..4 

4 

0 

0 

a 

...4 

3 

1 

0 

B 

...4 

2 

2 

0 

4 

...4 


n 

0 

4 

...4 

1 

3 

0 

a 

...4 

0 

4 

0 

0 

P 

w 

L 

NR 

Tot 

...3 

3 

0 

0 

6 

..3 

2 

1 

0 

4 

...A 

2 

2 

0 

4 

...3 

1 

2 

0 

2 

..3 

0 

3 

0 

0 


Group B 

tale*. 

Durham — 

Northaots... 

Notts —.3 

Scotland — 

Group C 

Kent - 

Surrey — 4 

Gkwcs 4 

Sussex 4 

British Untvs 
Hampshire - 

Group D 

Essex —.3 

Somerset .. 

Glamorgan 
Ireland . — 

MWtflesox. 

REMAINING BENSON AND HSXSES CUP 
FKTURCS: Monday 12 Mar- The Parks: 
British Unruereroes v Hampshire. Derby: Der- 
dysiWB v vvanne* s/we, Bristol: Gkxoester- 
srfre v Kent Downpatrick: Ireland v Essex. 
OW Trafford: Lancashire v Worcestershire. 
Lord's: KMAesetv Somerset. Northampton: 
Nort ha mptonshire v Leicestershire. Glasgow 
<T7two od): Scotland v Natvn&iamstvre. The 
Ont Surrey v Sussex. Haadkttfey: Yorkshire 
v Minor Counties. 

Other matches 

BAIN HOGG TROPHY {One day): The Oval: 
MCC Ybisifti Cricketers 207: Sumy 210 for 
3 WO Ratcuffe 75 r Surrey won oy seven wfcL- 
ets. 

STARTING TODAY 

II . 0 unless staled 

Britannic Assurance 
County Championship 

first day of four 
DERBY: Derbyshire v Svrey. 

HARTLEPOOL: Dvrham v Nomn^wrmrtre. 
BRISTOL: Gloucejtersnire v Hampgrwe. 
LORD'S: MXKUeset v Sussex. 
NORTHAMPTON: Northamptonshire v Som- 
ersfit 

WORCESTBC Worcestershire vueesisttilre. 
HEADINGLEK YortsWe v Giamorgan. 

Otber first-class matches 

first day of three 

FENNER'S: Cambridge Unwererty v Ess*y 
ill30). 

THE PARKS: CMord UnwereHv v Vfanmctomre 

III. 30'. 

SECOND » CHAMPIONSHIP (First day of 
three) Chefansford: Essex v Durham. Pon- 
typridd: Gtamtxgan v Y-jriahire. Southamp- 
ton: Hamoshrre ii Worcestershire. Letoasten 
Lefoestershrre » Kent. TrMlt Bridge: Not- 
ongn a re tw e v Lanoariwe. Taunttne Somerea 
v GttceJersttra. The Ovat Sjrray v Dert^shre. 
Eastbourne: Sussex v Nonnampwnahrre. 


Cronje’s best not 
enough for Ireland 


ADAM SZRETER 


Hansie Cronje’s gold award- 
winning 85 off just % balls 
failed to prevent Glamorgan 
coasting to victory over Ireland 
in ihc rain-affected Benson 
and Hedges Cup Group D 
match at Cardiff. 

Cronje’s innings, which in- 
cluded three sixes and six 
fours, coupled with Angus 
Dunlop's rapid-fire 31 not 
out, helped Ireland to 202 for 
9. But Glamorgan were rarely 
troubled as they reached theu* 
target with 19.2 overs re- 
maining. courtesy of a third- 
wicket stand of 91 in just 15 
overs between Matthew May- 
nard (50) and Adrian Dale 
(45 ). 

The Minor Counties’ hopes 
of an upset in their Group A 
game with Lancashire at Wal- 
sall were blown away by a dev- 
astating three-wicket spell 
from Ian Austin. 

Chasing the holders' mod- 
est 210 for 7, rtae Minor Coun- 
ties seemed on course for 
victory when they reached 60 
for 0 and then 91 for 1, hut 
they then crashed to 142 for 8. 

Austin produced a decisive 
second spell of sue overs, three 
maidens, three wickets for 
four runs and with Peter Mar- 
tin also capturing three wick- 
ets, the hosts finished 35 runs 
short. 

Derbyshire stayed in the 
chase for a quarter-final place 
after beating Worcestershire 
by 20 runs, despite Tom 


Moody's 77. Kim Barnett fol-. 
lowed his century against Lan- - 
cashire and SS against' 
Yorkshire with 59, and with 
gold award winner Vince 
Clark hitting 52 off 39 balls, 
the home side reached 231. 

Worcestershire were always 
behind the run-rate, but with. 
Moody at the crease, they 
had a chance, although once 
he was fifth out after a 110-ball- 
stay, the visitors then lost 
their last five wickets for 81= 
runs. . 

In Group B Leicestershire. 
* maintained their 100 per cent; 
record to guarantee their- 
quarter-final place, despite a 
late fightback from Durham at 
Chester-le-Street. ; 

Aftab Habib’s 111 and skip- 
per Vince Wells’ 90 pushed, 
Leicestershire to the impres- 
sive total of 287 for 4 aniaf-r 
ter two overs', were lost to 1 
snow, Durham were left chas- 
ing a revised target of 282. 

John Morris (62).^ ■■'Nick 
Speak (59) and - - Martin 
Speight (33) helped push 
Durham to within 19 runs of 
victory and although suffering-, 
their second defeat, they could 
still qualify with Leicester-' 
shire from the group. ; 

Northamptonshire are still; 
in the running as weU after re-, 
quiriug just 27 minutes to 
wrap up a five-wicket win over- 
Scotland. Resuming on 126 for 
5 chasing Scotland’s 160, gold, 
award winner MaT.Loye’ 
(45no) and Jeremy Snape. 
(27no) polished off the runs' 

needed in inef TO halk. 
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SSM" Doherty’s 

f joy is hard 

s on Hendry 

. Guy Hodgson reports on the Irishman 
who deposed a snooker legend 


• 

■;"c 

■■K.-.iW 




It is a measure of ihe man that 
when he was beaten everyone 
assumed something was wrong 
ymh Stephen Hendry. Was he 
“r ^ere something on his 
mrnd? How could he perform 
so, well, un-Hendry like? 

-The immediate focus was on 
Ken Doherty after his 18-12 win 
m the final of the Embassy 
} WorW Championship on Mon- 
fey* but Hendry's lacklustre 
performance formed a sub- 
stantial backdoth. The cham- 
pion had not lost at Sheffield’s 
Crudble since 1991; to succumb 
at the last within touching dis- 
tance of a record seventh title 
was cruel but fascinating. 

The BBC do not have the ver- 
ified viewing fig- 
ures for the final, Doherty 

but their interim . 

estimate is that isoo: Bom 17 s 
eight million ras: Became w 
tuned in for the P«n. - ■ 
dim ax, confirm- 3B90-ai: Turned 1 
mg an upturn in 5 sw» pms « 
interest in the Chart ’P iorish ^ 
game. Like lsaa-as^wbn e 
Steve Davis at -merit the Raged * 
his peak, people lsas-o-fc semen 
have nothing ltold Champanal 
against Hendry i«M 45 : went a 
except they want ptansftp a fan hi 
to see him beat- 1995 - 9 * won 
en. As the six- Brnspow t*w*- 
times champion MM-Wi Ceptair 
said sardonically: ^ v ' to * 

“It will be a pop- — 

ular result." 

, As indeed Doherty will be a 
popular champion. The 27- 
year-old from just outside 
Dublin bad remained relative- 
ly unknown to the vast majori- 
ty of even regular snooker 
watchers, thanks largely to his 
poor showings at the World 
Championship. He had been to 
Sheffield six times previously 
and bad never got beyond the 
quarter-finals, but if ever a vic- 
tory was borne on the back of 
hard labour it was this one. 

It is hard to believe that six 
weeks, before collecting his 
£210,000 winner's cheque, Do- 
herty's manager was despairing 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

50,000 

Tbe pounds bet by Bedford 
chairman Bank Warren on life 
side beating Bristol in tonight's 
Courage League rugby union 
play-off,, at 5-4- Warren won 
ffre same sum from Mickey 

Duff on Saturday after his box- 

ej;.. Robin Reid;, beat Duff's 
rrtbn, Henry Wharton. 


players would die for. I'm only 
28. Fm not gone yet" 


Tyson s green 
light for bout 
with Holyfield 


Mike Tyson’s doctor has given 
the heavyweight clearance to re- 
sume contact training in prepa- 
ration for his rematch against 
Evander Holyfield on 28 June- 
The title bout, scheduled for 
3 May, was postponed when 
Tyson reopened a cut over his 
left eye sustained in his loss to 

Holyfield. It was the second time 
TVscni bad postponed a fight with 

Holyfield, and the latest in a 
string of delays for the former 
champion. Bruised ribs forced 
TVson to pull out of a date with 
Holyfield in 1991, and bronchitis 

S r evented him from facing 

nice Seldon last July. 

The former heavyweight 
champion. Riddick Bowe, and 
his sister were reconriled yes- 
terday after a weekend dispute 
in whi± both reportedly suflerec 


Hrri 
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of him. There is DnJe wrong with 
him, Ian Doyle said, but "he 
could sleep lor Ireland". As a 
last resort he lambasted Do- 
herty in the Irish press and got 
a reaction that was remarkable. 

For four weeks Doherty 
stopped going home to Ireland 
and instead practised seven 
hours a day with Ronnie O’Sul- 
livan at Ilford Snooker Club. 
The effect was Doherty’s title - 
only his second ranking tour- 
nament since turning profes- 
sional in 1990 -while O’Sullivan 
knocked in the fastest compet- 
itive maximum in history. 

Up to the final, Doherty had 
played the best snooker at the 
Crucible, but beating the likes 

— _ of Davis is not 

Doherty fact file thesameasde- , 
feating Hendry. ' 

1089: Bom 17 September. Dubbi. Thai was shown 

Jfl 8 aBecanwW 3 ridAmatewChenv when the cham- 1 
pron ‘ ■ - ' - pkm was 15-7 | 

3390-30: Turned profeWona! ana lost down and 

wgmgm*?**,***** seemingly ran- 
. rung out of en- 

lS92-93: Won fot ranfcffg touma- ergy. His 
merit the Heed Walsh Open, - re^onsc tras to 
i083-94r Beaten by Jenny wflwe in win five frames 
World Championship quarter-finals. in a row and to 
o s: went out of World Cham- recall memo- 
pionsiiipKtatM,.. ... . riesofhisfight- 
1996-90: W(0n the Dr Manan’a back from 14-8 
Baopsan umgje. down against 

lflOB-STi Captained Ireland to Goal Tfannw While in 
M.WMd Cup.- Won wiorld into.' _ • 

. At 15-12, the 

tide was with the holder, but 
missing the third last red along 
the back cushion proved to be 
the high water mark “I was shak- 
ing like a leaf," Doherty said. “I 
bad lost a bad frame just before 
it and my heart dropped. I was 
pretty low. If he had got within 
two frames it could have gone ei- 
ther way.” 

Fortunately for Doherty his 
nerve held for a break of 17 and, 
having gone four ahead again he 
fell over the Ike to become the 
first world champion from the 
Republic of Ireland “It's mar- 
vellous for my family " he said. 
“They were all out there playing. 
They were potting every bafl." . 

JFbr Doherty the immediate 
future is a trip to Dublin to join 
the family celebrations, and a 
year to balance his new found 
enthusiasm for work against the 
commercial opportunities his 
status will bring. Meanwhile, 
Hendiy will spend the next 12 
months toiling to depose him. 

“It’s not disastrous, but it is 
disappointing," said Hendiy, 
who has won five other tour- 
naments this season. “I’d swap 
the world title for the other 
events, but Fm No 1 in the world 
by a country mOe and that’s a - 
consolation to take away. Fve 
had a season that many other 
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Martyn has 
more cause 
to celebrate 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 

Tbmmy Martyn, St Helens’ man 
of the match in the Silk Cut 
Challenge Op final, has two fur- 
ther reasons for refecting that 
this has not been a bad week. 

Manyn, who won the Lance 
Todd trophy for his outstanding 
display at Wembley, has been 
told that he bas no case to an- 
swer over a suspected danger- 
ous tackle for which he was 
placed on report. 

Saints have also revealed 
that they plan to improve his 
contract at the dub. Martyn and 
the Great Britain tour full- 
back, Steve Prescott, are among 
the lowest paid firsl-teamers at 
Knowsley Road and Prescott 
has been on the transfer list 
since the end of last season. 

Saints have been determined 
to keep their wage bill within 
bounds that they can afford, but 
their chief executive, David 
Howes, said that the deals for 
both players would now be 
renegotiated. 

The choice of a new Great 
Britain coach is to be delayed. 
Phil Larder’s contract finishes 
at the end of this month, but the 
league’s director of develop- 
ment, Joe Lydon, who wffl have 


a big say in the appointment, 
wants to see how candidates fang 
against Australasian opposi- 
tion in the World Club Cham- 
pionship matches, which start 
next month. 

. He said: “While it would be 
nice to have the coaches in place 
quickly so that we can gel a 
squad together, it would be 
foolish not to take the oppor- 
tunity of seeing how the coach- 
es perform in the World Club 
Championship," Lydon said. 

The Salford coach, Andy 
Gregory, whose side have en- 
hanced his reputation with their 
form in Super League, has 
been regarded as the front run- 
ner for the job, which will start 
with a tour by Australia in Oc- 
tober and November, but Lydon 
has stressed that no decisions 
have yet been made. 

“1 envisage coming up with 
something towards the end of 
July, with an appointment per- 
haps in early August," he said. 

Andy Goodway, who would 
until recently have been seen as 
a contender, but who was sacked 
by Oldham last month, has had 
informal talks with the Wigan 
coach, Eric Hughes, about play- 
ing a part at Central Park. The 
Wigan chairman. Jack Robinson, 
said it was unlikely, however, that 
Goodway would be joining them. 


Upwardly mobile: Andrea Congreaves, from Epsom, wiB play for Charlotte Sting next month Photograph: David Ashdown 
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Jump up for Congreaves 


Capriati capitulates 
in the first round 


She was 16 and about 5ft 10m. 
When she dunked the ball 
through a I Oft -high basket dur- 
ing a session at Paul Stimpson’s 
Crystal Palace Basketball 
School, the England interna- 
tional knew he had found some- 
one special. 

Ten years on. Andrea Cong- 
reaves. has proved him right. 
Next month, the Epsom-born 
Congreaves, now 6ft 2in, begins 
her professional career in 
America for the Charlotte Sting 
in the inaugural season of the 
Women's National Basketball 
Association. She will earn over 
£1,000 per. week for the lfr- 
week campaign. 

Stimpson and Congreaves 
have clear memories of that 
night at the National Sports 
Centre. But Stimpson and the 
Qystal Palace’s women's coach, 
Mark dark, soon realised that 
her talent would dwarf the 
English Women's League. 

After playing for three Eng- 
lish clubs between 1937 and 
1989, Congreaves won all- 
American honours with Mercer 
University in Atlanta. She has 


Richard Taylor on the Briton hoping to 
succeed in the inaugural women's NBA 

played in Italy and Spain for Dunking is beyond the reach 
fourveaisbut will add to her 25 and athleticism of all but a few 


four years but will add to her 25 
England caps in the European 
Championships this month. 

“Paul had come to coach 
basketball at Cars haj ton High 
School in our lunch hours. I’d 
never even seen basketball 
then,” Congreaves recalled. 

“I’d been playing netball, 
running 200 metres, throwing 
the javelin, doing the high jump 
- going for any sport I could. 
But basketball hoofed me right 
from the first It was the thrill 
of it the speed, the physical side, 
especially compared to netball 
which was so static.”* 

Stimpson, 37, stiD England’s 
most capped international play- 
er, said: “She was veiy tali, ex- 
tremely athletic and incredibly 
talented for basketball and I per- 
suaded her to come to Palace for 
more intense coaching. It was ac- 
tually an under-pumped vol- 
leyball that she dunked, so she 
could grip it with one hand.” 


Dunking is beyond the reach 
and athleticism of all but a few 
women players, even in practice. 
Congreaves said: “We were do- 
ing a jumping drill and I kept 
. touching the rim, which I wasn’t 
supposed to be able to do. Then 
I grabbed the rim and pulled the 
basket down, which I definitely 
wasn't supposed to be able to da 

“People in the gym started 
calling out in ‘give her a ball, give 
her a ball.’ So I ran in and 
dunked it, right-handed. I land- 
ed, looked round and the whole 
gym had stopped. No one was 
moving, everyone was looking.” 
Butte’s never tried it in a game. 
“Ear loo scared," she added. 

Congreaves continued, “I’ve 
always had a problem with self- 
confidence. I'd go along at my 
own pace, convinced I was de- 
veloping OK, until someone 
convinced me otherwise." When 
the WNBA scouted her at Ital- 
ian dub Como, die assumed they 
were looking at two team-mates. 


dark, now assistant to Billy 
Mimms at the Budweiser 
League champions, the Leop- 
ards, also coached Congreaves 
at Brixton. “Marie and Paul 
were always telling me I had the 
talent to go to the top. When I 
was only 17 Mark said* “You 
know you re good enough to play 
in Italy,' but Fd just look at him 
and say, no. I don’t know that" 

Last season, with Como, she 
reached the last four of the Eu- 
ropean Super League, dub- 
mate Catarina Pollini has also 
been drafted to the eight-team 
WNBA, along with two other 
Cbntinentais -Eva Nemcova, of 
the Czech Republic -and 
Frances Isabelle Frjakowski. 

Congreaves, now a veteran at 
the highest level of European 
basketball, knows what to expect 
next month. “This league will be 
like taking all the most talent- 
ed players and all the most tal- 
ented teams you’ve ever faced 
and playing them every single 
game. 

“Words can’t explain how I 
feel because I still can't believe 
it" 


Tennis 


Jennifer Capriati was beaten in 
straight sets by her fellow Amer- 
ican Chanda Rubin in the first 
round of the Italian Open in 
Rome yesterday. Capriati, who 
made her European profes- 
sional debut at the same event 
in 1990, held three set points at 
5-3 and 40-0, but then fell away 
badly, losing 7-6, 6-2. 

Capriati is now ranked 28th 
in her latest comeback, but her 
inability to capitalise on promis- 
ing positions was all too ap- 
parent here. Having secured her 
three set points she then lost the 
next eight points in succession. 
Rubin, ranked 29th. wilJ face the 
defending champion and four- 
times winner of the event, Con- 
chita Martinez of Spain, in the 
second round. 

The top eight seeds had first - 
round byes. One seed fell in yes- 
terday’s action, with Belgium's 
Dominique \&n Roost beating 
the No 15, Nathalie Thuziat of 
France, 6-7, 6-1, 6-2. 

Maitina Hingis has pulled out 
of next week’s German Open in 
Berlin, missing a possible show- 
down with her predecessor as 
No 1 in the world, Steffi Graf, 
the organisms said yesterday. 
iHmga, the 16-ycar-oId Swiss 
sensation, injured her knee in a 


riding accident and was also 
forced to miss Rexona Cup in 
Hamburg last week and this 
week's Italian Open in Rome. By 
failing to play in Berlin, Hingis 
wifi not have any match practice 
before the French Open, which 
starts on 26 May. Graf has not 
played since February because 
of a knee injury and is hoping 
to make her comeback m Berlin. 

Britain's Federation Cup 
team beat Egypt 3-0 in their sec- 
ond Pool A match in Eu- 
rope/Africa group two in 
Antafya, TUrkey yesterday. It was 
Britain’s second successive 3-0 
win after beating Lithuania yes- 
terday as they again over- 
whelmed their opponents. 

Julie Pullin beat Yassmin 
Abdulla 6-1. 6-1 in the opening 
match, which was quickly fol- 
lowed by British No 1 Sam 
Smith defeating Mawa El Winy 
by the same score. 

The doubles pairing of Clare 
Wood and Lonu Woodroffe 
then went one better as they lost 
just a single game to Abdulla 
and El Winy, winning 6-1, 6-0. 

Britain, top seeds m the six- 
strong pool, have to win all five 
matches this week if they are 
to gain promotion to Eu- 
rope/Africa group one. with to- 
day's opponents Estonia likely to 
provide stronger opposition than 
Lithuania or Egypt. 
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TODAY’S FIXTURES 


DONCASTER - 
- 6.00: S. MIGHTY SU«t Parr W 
2S-U z sw« 

- 20-L. 13 nm. 7-4 ^ fJjo 
fahipri- fnfjg £83.80: £15.60# £L3U a 

£630. Dust ftraca® £137 ' 7 2i.Sl^S 
SHtfghtftncasc £n6 *^J^J!S^‘ ^ 

: of£m.48cariedfbwafdwniQnW. 

8X0 : 1. FAME AGAIN UFOTJne)^^ 
2. SMMftOil Bw 10-1: a- y 

1; 4 Mcapao S adu 33 L “T5? - 
■'IM* J Ranwlen). 

£3.00. £230, £8-00- DR £3& ? 0, 
£31_33, Titaaot £37736. MKQainUW.Tno: 

“St BWTAIBlMAtA (LPTOyQl3: 

HUmnw 12-1 Con. 
mafcet). Tate: £2-10: £120. £3-00- Dual 
*Sc5c £10.30. CSF: £10.». Non Run- 
ner. FwTbe Present 

7^1. AUSUSW (KRfcfO 7-1 2- 2T 

'HO. 2%. IS CWte^J. To0e£a50. 

£530, £1.40. OR £0330. CSft £83.44.1*- 


RACING RESULTS 


cast £230.43. Trio: £78.60. . 

WateANTON 

S40: t MRS EM (LCumraire} £1D tw; 
2. Red Tat 3-Jj 3. Admiral ferny 20-L 3 
ran. 1% 8. (P ttcfiofe). Tate: £136. OR 
£UQ- CSR £L45. MR: John Dtunm. 

015: L lima ROWLEY (M RictWttt 5- 
L 2. Miners Rest 2-1; 3. fYontter Fight 
SSfwi a wLy^dst (Mis Lfteftama.-itee: 
£4.70. OF: £230. CSF: £11,76, NR: CM Ms 
ABU. - 

646: JL W STROwa GALE (ft Johnson) 
3 -lOfev; 2. IMBem Rnutotte 7-2; 3.Car- 
nlmf Cfotm 1 D-L 3 no. 2, 26. (PNfcWW. 
1»K£l3aOPmaC8ft£L64.MtMad 
ftrAdwntura. to. 2 Mad For Artentuie was 
wBhffiavffi not under «dera.ft 4 e 4 does not 
apply, no market fanned. 

7 J 1 & L CIOBRACKEN IXD TMtG Baines] 
15-8 Jt hw, 2.- IMk Copper U-4; 3. Cte» 
15-8 Jt to 4m 2, 3. (Ms J SMffieKty. 
Totae £230. Dfc £500. CSF: £635 NR; 
Nectanabo. ■ 


SSSlii 

Mill 


■ Richard Dunwoody missed his 

planned ride at Wmcanton Iasi night af- 
ter haring a spill In his racing cat The 
fomw champion Jockey was practising 
his new rote as a, racing driver at the 
Goodwood draft when he at the flack 
and crashed into a tank. Although he 
esc^edwftfi a stiff neck and back Dun- 
woody, who on Monday <»rop!etedfe 
eight successive century or winners, 
missed die ride on James Rggin the 
Chedingon Handicap Chase; His oth- 
Wpia^nwwitaifonweanftCom- 
try tar-quin was declared a non-runner 

for the Wodiboume Handicap ttidfe ear- 
lier to the day. 

■ Candy Morris made It a teal family 
affair at Brighton yesterday when win- 
ning aboard Apollo Red owned by her 
father, former handler Cftariie Moore, 
and trained by her brother, Gaiy. 


Football 

7.30 unfesss) 
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Wtetedi v LowesBR (745). 

WWSlDNiEAD KENT LEAGUE: SneppeyvCmy. 
Wanderers. 


Deny (7.0): iahpoqI « Ewm ft»t Dtaiioc 
PreaonvWaa8iDmi*(*r7£0.WnlDMsIw 
Chasmteid v Rochdale (7 


vWbbb Cateff v Chorfedn {2. (ft UBWl vCtMtM 
OD)i MBwbM v Noiwch (2.0); SdunampUfl 
i Whnbtoikn Wha Hsm v W&dMOA Im#* 
Cupfhab State vVarit (7.0). 

Rugby League 

SECOND DMStON: Brantey v Humtat(730). 
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al LboAxi Pfsy^ffiR Bedtord v Bnsicd; Qmo- 
vyv London trteh. 
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IwVai9vto4und(73),'toMrivLtewtf73K 
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Speedway 

ELITE LEAGUE; Rulav Bradfenf (730). 

PREMe? LEAGUE KNOCK-OUT CUP: Hull V 

State (730); long Eaton v Arena Essex 
(7.45). 

AMATEUR LEAGUfe King’s ( 41 m & Iportch v 
Ryde (WW) (7.45). 


I / 

^^22 £s- / .j fr ~ 


on 


a, " e ^ a! , ** > "^£2,95 









( Tiger Stransky 

The Springbok view of the 
g Pilkington Cup final, page 24 


League clubs 


must change 


or ‘go bust’ 


Football 

ANDREW MARTIN 


Life outside the Premiership just 
gets harder. Yesterday Nation- 
wide League dubs were blunt- 
ly informed that their futures 
could not be guaranteed unless 
they embraced radical plans for 
the wholesale overhaul of the 
three divisions below the elite. 

The changes would see dubs 
currently in the Vauxhall Con- 
ference invited to join an en- 
larged League, split regionally 
at the lowest tier. Any oppo- 
nents of (he plan were told they 
risked sending the League into 
an abyss from which it would not 
return. 

Strong words indeed, which 
came from Gerry Boon of the 
management consultants De- 
loitte louche, commissioned 
in January to draft the inde- 
pendent report. Its findings, 
sent to all 72 League chairmen 
last week, will be debated at a 
special meeting, addressed by 
Boon, in London tomorrow. 

The scale of the proposed 
changes is certain to provoke an 
outcry in some quarters, but 
Boon warned: “If these rec- 
ommendations are not accept- 
ed I think that within a few years 
20 clubs will have very serious 
financial problems and poten- 


support of the Professional 
Footballers' Association to sur- 
vive, while the vast majority are 
running at an operating loss. 

“In simple terms, there is not 
a standstill option. The League 
either goes forwards into the fu- 
ture, or backwards." 

The proposals are: 

• The League will be “rein- 
vigorated" by being expanded 
to include VauxbaU Confer- 
ence dubs; 

• The current First and Second 
Divisions w 31 be unchanged, but 
the Third Division would be re- 
gionalised, with clubs run on a 
part-time basis allowed to join: 

• Promotion and relegation is- 
sues would be extended to en- 
sure fewer “meaningless" 
games; 

• Play-offs for both promotion 
and relegation. Up to five clubs 
could move each way from di- 
visions within the League; 

• The Coca-Cola Cup would 
be given an extra two-legged 
first round to accommodate 
the increased number of 


League members; 

• First Division and Premier- 
ship clubs would be allowed a 
phased entry from the third- 
round stage, with all ties from 
that point settled on the night. 
There would be no replays; 

# A commercially qualified 
chief executive would be ap- 

S " ited to head the new-look 
gue, with an independent 
chairman and commercial 
director 

• The organisation and ad- 


tially go bust. 
“There are 


“There are already 20 dubs 
where the Inland Revenue 
could send in the liquidators, 
and more than 10 who need the 


Ravanelli still hopes 
to be fit for final 


ministration of the League 
would be located under one 
roof, with the traditional bead- 
quarters in Lytbam St Amies 
abandoned and the League of- 
fices centralised in London; 

• Restructuring of the League 
itself, to turn it from an ad- 
ministration-led organisation 
into a market-led body, and 

• Ensuring the League oper- 
ates as a professional repre- 
sentative body, acting for the 
long-term good of profession- 
al football and not narrowly for 
the sole benefit of current mem- 
ber clubs. 

Hereford, the relegated 
Third Division club that would 
benefit from 'such a bold re- 
structuring, have persuaded 
Graham TUrner to withdraw his 
offer to resign. Turner, the 
club's director of football, had 
offered to stand down follow- 
ing Hereford’s demotion to the 
GM Vauxhall Conference on 
Saturday. 

One League dub currently 
undergoing an internal review 
is Shrewsbury Town, who have 
dismissed their manager, Fred 
Davies, following the club’s rel- 
egation to the Third Division. 
Davies, at 57 the League's old- 
est manager, steered the Gay 
Meadow club to the Third Di- 
vision title in his first season in 
charge and last year took them 
to Wembley for the first time in 
the Auto Windscreens Shield. 
However, a decline this term - 
with one win in their last 16 
games - turned initial play-off 
hopes into relegation from 
Division Two. 

Happier news for Mick 
Jones. The Plymouth caretak- 
er manager has been given the 


job on a permanent basis. Jones 
has been in charge since Neil 


TOMMY STAN (FORTH 


Bryan Robson is hopeful that 
Fabrudo Ravanelli will be fit to 
play for Middlesbrough in the 
FA Cup final against Chelsea on 
Saturday week. 

The Italian international 
striker had a scan yesterday to 
establish the extent of the ham- 
string injury he suffered during 
Monday's 3-3 draw against 
Manchester U oited at Old Traf- 
ford. Robson, Middlesbrough's 
manager, revealed the injury was 
not as serious as first feared. “It’s 
not snapped.” he said. “It’s not 
as bad as we first thought and, 
hopefully, we can get him fit for 
Wembley." 

Ravanelli said: “I was worried 
when I went to hospital for a 
scan. I do not know the results 
of the tests, but I would puL my 
chances of playing at Wembley 
as 50-50. we will have to wait 
and see. 1 will not be fit, though, 
for our final two Premiership 
matches." 

Jurgen Klinsmann's return to 
English football is far from cer- 


tain despite reports that he is set 
to rejoin Tottenham at the end 
of the season, sources dose to 
the player said yesterday. The 
German international captain, 
who has decided to leave Bay- 
era Munich at the end of the 
season because he is unhappy 
with the way he has been treat- 
ed at the dub, has bad offers to 
play in Spain, Italy and Turkey 
as well as England. 

Aston Villa will be forced to 
sell their Serbian midfielder 
Sasa Currie to a foreign club if 
they fail to obtain a new work 
permit for their £4m record 
signing.' Currie has not been se- 
lected for the number of first- 
team matches required to 
guarantee another permit. 

Liverpool's Robbie Fowler 
faces a Football Association 
misconduct charge after being 
sent off, along with Everton's 
David Unsworth, for fighting iit 
the Merseyside derby on 16 
April. Fowler appeared to lash ' 
out at Unsworth as the pair 
were leaving the pitch - hence 
the FA charge, which is likely to 
lead to a fine. 


has been in charge since Neil 
Warnock, now managing Old- 
ham, was dismissed by Argyle 
in February. 

Sheffield Wednesday con- 
firmed that the Monaco de- 
fender Patrick Blondeau has 
arrived at Hillsborough to un- 
dergo a medical. The 29-year- 
old French international has 
agreed a three-year contract and 
Wednesday hope to finalise a 
deal, believed to be worth 
£1.8m, providing he passes his 
medical. Blondeau wall not be 
paraded as a Wednesday play- 
er until the end of the season 
because Monaco, the newly 
crowned French champions, 
still have two games remaining. 

Paul Peschisok'do has threat- 
ened to quit West Bromwich Al- 
bion, claiming the dub have 
reneged on a promised wage re- 
view. The Canadian striker, now 
on the transfer list said he agreed 
to a wage cut when moving from 
Birmingham on condition the sit- 
uation would be reviewed at the 
end of this season. 

■ Billy Stark, Celtic's assistant 
manager, will stay at Parkhead 
until 18 May before stepping' 
down. 
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ACROSS 

7 River erosion (4) 

S Considered French com- 
poser, not having suc- 
ceeded with scale ... (10) 

10 ... and a painter compa- 
triot failing to open bot- 
tom drawer (8) 

11 Black Beauty for exam, 
pie -English horse, 
male (6) 

12 A horse trained on drv 
land (6) 

13 Where to rest a bowler 
when taken off? (8) 

15 Elector who is uncom- 
mitted, avertin g lot of 
trouble (8-5) 

IS Lorries getting punc- 
tures around base (8) 

IX) Rum butter, double 


English, seen on Billy's 
chin (6) 

22 Stress to give one trou- 
ble (4,2) 

24 Flare-up abroad, taking 


holiday (8) 

25 County fair of relatively 
low quality (4-6) 

26 Flag lose colour? (4) 

DOWN 

1 Rules for me changed, 
being contrite (10) 

2 Quick passage from that 
part or city before noon 
( 6 ) 

3 ran sticking (8) • 

4 To protest is tire thine! 

. ( 6 ) , 

5 Tory s act in reading that 
keeps temperature low 


6 The diminutive Eliza- 
beth is topless for the 
painter (4) 

9 Joke-shop supplies in a 
shocking glut, to be 
sorted out (8-5) - 

14 People bringing up is- 
sue of Di’s surname, 
perhaps? (10) 

16 Dismissed, prone to be 
a long way mom home 
(8) 

17 Loaf to deteriorate? (8) 

19 Is pale, trembling, but 

making out (6) 

21 A tendency to be off- 
couise (6) 

23 The game is up for this 
kink (4) 


sport 


Women can jump 

Richard Taylor on a Briton in 
the new WNBA, page 27 
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Deng 'taping on her way to victory over Wa.ng Nan In the women’s singles final at the World Championships 


Photograph; Chris Helgren/Re 
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Waldner shines amid the chaos 


Table Tennis 


Jan-Ove Wiklner gave the World 
Championships a lustre it hard- 
ly deserved yesterday with his stir- 
ring triumph over the young 
Belarussian Vladimir Samsonov 
in the men's singles final 
Hrs achievement also ban- 
ished to the background, the or- 
ganisational problems that had 
made the tournament a night- 


mare for the players and media. 

If only the championships 
had run as smoothly as Wald- 
ners easy progression to the ti- 
tle. Sadly, it was chaos. 

A record 116 countries play- 
ing 6,000 matches on 42 tables 
- the most countries, the most 
players, the most matches, and 
the largest collection of results. 

The 44th championships was 
the biggest, but they were far 
from being the best. 


For a start, a new system for 
second-round group matches in 
the team event was so compli- 
cated no one could understand 
it. It produced a scheduling 
nightmare with learns not 
knowing who and where they 
were playing two hours before 
the match. 

The public were also affect- 
ed. Some who had bought seats 
in the mam G-Mex arena found 
them occupied by players. 


Consequently, all players and 
officials were banned from oc- 
cupying the spectators’ stands 
and those refused included Xu 
Yinsheng, the Chinese presi- 
dent of the Internationa] Table 
Tennis Federation. 

A players' strike was then 
threatened unless the ban was 
rescinded and the organisers 
were forced into a swift U-turn 
to allow them to occupy unre- 
served seats. 


The media suffered when 
computerised results syst 
failed to work which meant 
suits often arrived more th 
two hours after rbe match 
over - or never ai all. 

Even before the compete 
tion was completed, an in quest 
was underway with 1TTF exec- 
utive vice-president. Yapyorig 
Yih of Malaysia, placing some 
of the fault on the shoulders of 
his own governing body. 


Cow crash puts paid to Makinen 


Rallying 


Carlos Sainz of Spain and the 
Frenchman Francois Dei occur 
were in joint first place in the 
Tour of Corsica rally after yes- 
terday's second day saw the 
hopes of the Finnish world cham- 
pion, Tommi Makinen. ruined. 

Sainz, in a four-wheel drive 
Ford Escort, and Delecour, In a 
lightweight two-wheel drive Fteu- 
geot 306, had exactly the same 
time after the day's six timed 
stages in changing conditions 
with occasional downpours. 

GiUes Panizzi of France, the 
overnight leader, was' third, 
nine seconds back in the second 


Peugeot, while Britain’s Colin 
McRae was fourth, a further 10 
seconds behind and also still In 
contention for victory today. 

McRae lost time in the morn- 
ing because of a wrong choice 
of tyres but then recovered su- 
perbly, clocking the best time in 
four tests in his Subaru Irapreza. 

Makinen, who had started the 
day sixth, had to pull out after 
bumping into a cow with his Mit- 
subishi Lancer hallway through 
the day’s first test, the longest 
of this year’s rally, over 4S.9 kilo- 
metres from Veto to Liamone. 

Both Makinen and his co-dri- 
ver, Seppo Haijanne, escaped 
injury, but the car was destroyed 
and they were unable to restart. 


Yesterday’s gruelling first 
section on twisting asphalt 
roads north of Ajaccio went to 
Sainz, who gained 46 seconds on 
Panizzi. Delecour was second 
fastest 10 seconds slower than 
Sainz. while Panizzi slipped to 
third. “1 made the wrong choice 
of tyres,” Panizzi said. 

Sainz. who was four seconds 
behind Delecour after Liamone, 
was slightly faster than the 
Frenchman in three of the next 
four stretches despite electrical 
problems. “The windshield 
wipers stopped working at one 
point while it was pouring and 
the horn blew by itself for some 
reason, but apart from that, 
everything was fine." Sainz said. 
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Banks returns to the basics 


MATT TENCH 


Tony Banks was quick to 
demonstrate yesterday that his 
appointment to high office had 
done nothing to dull Lhe in- 
stincts of a true football fan. 
Asked what he thought of the 
facilities at Wembley Stadium, 
the new Minister for Sport 
replied: “Crap". 


At an impromptu press con- 
ference in bis new office. Banks 
gave every indication that he 
would be a Sports Minister lie 
none of his predecessors, refus- 
ing to allow his elevation to curb 
his capacity for plain speaking. 

“Wfc’ve got wonderful facilities 
being developed at dub leveL but 
crap facilities at national level," 
he said. “The facilities at W?m- 
bfcy are appalling. I feel ashamed 
to think Wembley is our nation- 
al stadium and I think something 
has lo be done about it." 

Presumably by himself. 


though Wembley, which was 
confirmed as football's nation- 
al stadium last December, may 
ask the minister to reconsider 
his verdict after its £21 Om over- 
haul. Work is due to begin next 
year, with a completion date 
tentatively ser for 2000. 

Banks succeeds John Major as 
the nation's most powerful 
Chelsea fan. and was already in- 
tending to sample Wembley’s de- 
lights on Saturday week at the 
Cup final. As Minister of Sport 
he can now go every year. 

Yesterday's press conference 
was dominated by questions 
about football. On the issue of 
a possible return to terraces, 
Banks said: “I don't think we can 
go back. I wonder what demand 
there is for standing areas now. 
r think weve moved on." 

However. Banks was worried 
about the effects that the high 
cost of tickets would have on the 
game in the long term, ex- 
pressing particular concern that 


the unemployed could no 
longer afford to attend match- 
es in the Premiership. 

Banks also spoke yesterday 
about the danger of Sky be- 
coming too dominant in the tele- 
vising of football. “Sky has been 
great in terms of the presenta- 
tion of football, for instance, but 
of course they can do that with 
a dedicated sports channel. 

“The money they put into 
football is also great, but Pm still 
worried looking down the road 
about what might happen if more 
and more sport is cornered by one 
of the suppliers and they end up 
charging more and more.” 

Banks is committed to help- 
ing the Football Association try 
to secure the rights to host the 
200b World Cup in England, He 
cheerfully admitted to not be- 
ing very clear how he would go 
about this, bur acknowledged 
the strength of the German op- 
position. "We’re going to have 
a bit of orgy there," he said. 


DIPLOMA IN FRENCH OR GERMAN ? 

The Open University's Centre for ModerJ 
Languages offers courses to help you enhance yoj 
knowledge of the language and culture of FrancS 
or Germany leading to the award of a diploma| 
All you need is a basic knowledge of the language 
you want to study. 


OU SUPPORTED OPEN LEARNING ' 
Our proven method of learning allows you to studjj 
wherever you live and in your own time. Yoi 
will be using specially written course bookJ 
study guides and audio visual materials, backed u| 
by personal tutorial and counselling support. • .§ 


STUDY PACKS | 

The courses are also available as packs, enabling yoi 
to study on your own without registering as a student) 
Please complete the coupon or ring the OU hotlin! 
today for a brochure giving complete course details.! 


I Complete and send this coupon to: -ML97N 
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